





JPRS 78138 
21 May 1961 


West Europe Report 


No. 1754 


PREPARATORY DOCUMENTS 
FOR THE TENTH SPANISH COMMUNIST PARTY CONGRESS, 


15-16 JULY 1961 





|FBIS| FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 

















NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but alee from news agency 
tranemiseionse and broadcasts, Materials from foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from Engl ish-language sources 
are tranecribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristics retained. 


lieadlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
[] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the firet line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed, Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted. 


Unfamilia. names rendered phonetically or transliterated are 
enclosed in parentheses. Worde or names preceded by 4 ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
Original but have been supplied a6 appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 


item originate with the eource. Times within items are aa 
given bd 
The contenta it thie Huh) ation int nO Way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 

PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


IPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Serinegfieid, Virginia 27161. In order- 
ing, it ie recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in Covernment Reports 
Announcements iesued semi-monthliy by the Na. fonal Technica 
Information Service, and are Listed in the Monthly Catalog - 
U.S. Government Publications itseued by the Superintendent o 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 





Indexes to thie report (by keyword, author, personal names, 
title and series) are available from Bell 4 Howell, Old 
Maneficld Road, Wooster, Ghio 4469'. 


Correspondence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1000 North Gl Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 





JPRS 76138 
21 May 196) 


WEST EUROPE REPORT 


No. 1754 


PREPARATORY DOCUMENTS 
FOR THE TENTH SPANISH COMMUNIST ParTy CONGRESS, 
15-18 Jucy 198) 


CONTENTS 


Summary of Proposed Lesues, Themes for Congrese Debate 
(Various sources, various dates) ..... TTTTTITTTTTT TTT TT TTTTirTiTe 1 


Proposals for 10th Congress 

Thematic Orientation of Congress, Editorial 

Ballesteros Disputes Congress Editorial, by Jaime Ballesteros 
Central Committee Debate Proposals 

Committee Debate Proposals Continued 


Basic Precepts of Eurocommniet Ideology, Strategy 
(Various sources, Various Gates) 2.6.6 ccc eee eee nnnnnnee 42 


Executive Committee Definition 
Anti-Sovietiem, Furocommunist Ideology, by Antonio Elorga 
Furocommunist Movement, Sovi't Model, by Manuel Agcarate 
International Policy, Party independence, by 

Jose Luis Malo de Molina 
Ideological Factionaliem, Majority Rule, by Pilar Brabo 
PCE Relationship With Intellectuals 
Evolution of PCF Policy 
Trends in Furocommunist Thinking, by Ramon Mendezona 
Current Issues Facing Eurocommuniem, by Nicolas Sartorius 





Santiago Carrillo Defines PCE Policy Orientations 
(MUNDO OBRERO, various dates) . 2.6.6.6 cece wwewwues pecoucceceooes 77 


PSUC Regional Congress Problems, by Santiago Carrillo 
Intellectuals’ Role Within PCE 
Effect of Coup Attempt 


-a- [III = WE - 150) 





Communiet Strategies in Organized Labor Lesues, Probleme 
(Various sources, various dates) seepeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeereeee eee eee wr 


Interorganisational Labor Relationships, 
by Carlos Rodrigues 
CCOO Secioeconomic Policies, by Marcelino Camacho 
COCOO Labor Union Strategies, Marcelino Camacho Interview 
Effect of Coup Attempt, Marcelino Camacho Interview 
furopean Left, Democratic Stability, Marcelino Camacho 
Interview 


Catalan Regional Communist Party leeues, PCE Relationship 
(MUNDO OBRERO, various dates) seep eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee eee ete aeeaeaee 106 


PSUC ‘'Kurecommuniet' Policy Changes 

PSUC Central Committee Resolution 

PCE Executive Committee Response 

PSUC Executive Committee Communique 

ideological Factionaliem in PSUC, by Joan Busquet 
PSUC Congress Regional Repercussions 

Carrillo PSUC Congress Address, by Sentiago Carrillo 


Masque Communist Party Lesues, PCE Relationship 
(Various sources, Various Gates) 2. ccc ccc cece eee e eee eeeeeeenuens 120 


PCE<EPK Congress Background, by Robe .o Lertxundi 

Basque Communiet Congress Proceedings 

EPK Central Committee Report 

EPK Reaftfirmation of Furocommuniem, by Roberto Lertxundi 

















SUMMARY OF PROPOSED LSSUES, THEMES POR CONGRESS DEBATE 


Proposals for LOth Congress 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 7<1) Now 80 pp 4, 12 


j|ixcerpte) The PCE's [Spanieh Communiat Party) Executive Committee has submitted to 
the Central Committee the proposal for convoking the 10th PCE Congress from 15 to 18 
July of next year. 


We believe that thie is a reasonable period of time for a committee (the membership 
of which we shall decide upon later) to prepare the planks, We think that it should 
have for ite work an interval extending from ite appointment now until 31 January, 
after which the text that has been prepared will be examined, discussed and approved 
by the Central Committee, so that the party organizations may have the monthe of 
March, April, May, June and part of July to etudy and discuss it, as well as to 
prepare the amendments to be submitted to the congress. We believe that we are 
expressing the desire of the entire party in asserting that the precongress debate 
and the activity of the congress will be completely democratic, an’ that, during 
the course of it, all the opinions existing in our ranke will have a chance to be 
compared with one another. 


A Completely Democratic Precongress Debate 


in the end, it will be the majority of delegates who, with their votes, settle the 
debates and decide on the policy that the party a8 a whole will carry out until the 
following congrese. 


We think that the congress should respond to the problems which the working class 
and the working etrata of the country as 4 whole have at present, and will have in 
the immediate future: the crisis, unemployment, the situation in agriculture, and 

in emall and medium—sized business, and the need for reorganization in many business 
firme and branches of production; and that, at the same time, it should deal with 
the probleme of building the state of autonomies, and the cultural problems, and, 

of covrse, discuss teeues such as the adaptation of the party structure to the needs 
of the times, waye of injecting it into the social fabric, and its relationship with 
the masse movements that we might term traditional and with the new & ss movements, 
etc. 


But, at the same time, the 10th Congress must aleo offer a clear perspective on the 
struggle for sociopolitical democracy, and the struggle for a socialist solution; 4 
perspective that clearly establishes the signs of the PCE's identity among the 
Spanish political parties as a whole. 








The 10th Congre@e will have to make a critical and self-critical analysis of the 
policy ef the party and ite leadership organe during this period, drawing conclusions 


from our experience and, in general, from all the experience of the transitional 
period, 


in our opinion, the congress must be 4 reaffirmation of the gains made by the PCE in 
ite capacity and its ccaplete independence for devising ite atrategy It must be a 

congress of renewal and continuity, simultaneously, inepired by political criteria, 

And obviously the congress will elect the PCE's new leadership organs with complete 

soveretganty, 


we think thac, for the party's tnformation during che period of preparation for the 
congress, some pamphiets should be published, not so much ae materials for discussion 
but as materials for information, to facilitate the discussion of the planks. For 
example, it might be feasible to publish, under the title "LOth Congress of PCE," 

4 pamphlet on the activity of the Communtet Parliamentary Group. Aleo, it might be 
helpful to have @ pamphlet on the activity f£ the communiate in the municipalities 

ind chambers of deputies; another with a compilation of che main political resolutions 
of the central organe between the 9th and 10th Congresses; and another on the inter~ 
national relations maintained by the party during that period. 


‘i ank Committee 
Santiage Carrillo, Carlos Alonso Zaldivar, Julian /riga, Manuel Azcarate, Pilar brabo, 
“arceline Camacho, Enrique Curiel, Anselmo Hoyos, Simon Sanchez Montero, Jose Sandoval, 
‘\colas Sartorius, Julio Segura, Jordi Sole Tura and Ramon Tamames. 
Thien List was approved, with 863 votes in favor, % opposed and 13 abstentions. 
veriods Proposed for the Convening of the 10th Congress 
reparation of the draft planks: until 31 January 
Discussion and approval by the Central Committee: until the end of February 
-lecussion in the organizations: March, April, May, June and until 15 July 
Convening of the LOth Congress: 15-18 July 19861. 
Thematic Orientation of Congress 


‘adrid NUESTRA BANDERA in Spanish Dec 80 pp 1-2 


‘fditercial: “Toward the 10th Congress") 


+) The PCE’s 9th Congress, the first held in democratic legality, was a congress 
directed mainly toward the problems relating to te establishment of the type of 
party, with Eurocommunist ideological orientation, ind the assessment of the impor- 
tant transitional period and the resultant policy for consolidation of democracy 
oursued by the communists. It is quite certain that the selection of problems to 
be dealt with during the 9th Congress was virtr ily forced by the special conditions 











under which £¢ was held: both internal conditions associated with the party, and 
external ones assoctated with the Spanish political situation, But that very selec- 
tion of Coples,something essential in any congress, which cannot hope to deal with 
all Che existing political and organizational problems, as was noted constantly at 
the last plenum of Che ventral Committee, entailed the exclusion or very slight 
treatment of other major topics, On the one hand, the strategic design of a Buro- 
communtat soetety was not discussed in a untfied, integrated manner, although some 
Valuable contributions to it appeared throughout certain sectorial themes. On the 
other hand, Che probleme pertaining to the internal requirements proposed by the 
party for performing Che tntended political tasks received a very slight treatment, 
without bringing up probleme relating to internal organizational structure. 


The establiehment of the PCE as a Marxist revolutionary party, the central ideolo- 
gical theme of the 9th Congress, has been the target of atta ks from various ori- 
gine since then. They have been external attacks, comin, either from other Commun- 
ist Parttea which do not share the Line of independence and autonomy upheld by the 
PCE, or foetered by the conservative forces, which view with concern the PCE's 
adaptation to the present situation of the world in a state of crisis, and which 
attempc to discredit the Eurocommuniat etrategy on the basis of alleged arguments 
claiming a Lack of democratic credibility. 





But these attacks have not been solely external, but internal as well. On the one 
hand, the preliminary debate on the 9th Congress themes was short, it had a great 
emotional essence at certain points, and it was held in a situation wherein we 
communists were not accustomed to free internal debate. This caused not only mis- 
understandings, but also disagreements with the Eurocommunist strategy within the 
party, disagreements which still persist today, although they are in the minority, 
and which can only be eliminated through an intensification of the internal debate 
and an improvement in the level of political training among communist militants. 
Very concretely, aspects relating to international policy and the indispensable 
symbiosis between socialism and democracy, both outwardly and basically, are still 
subject to misunderstandings within the PCE even now. 


This means that one of the objectives of the lLOth Congress, as was stated in many 
speeches at the last Central Committee plenum, must be the reaffirmation and inten- 
sive probe of Eurocommunism, although in a manner different from that at the 9th 
Congress. In our opinion, it is not so much a matter of redefining Eurocommunism 
or the PCE, stressing the strictly ideological aspects, as it is of implementing 
our strategy in an alternative to the present social and economic crisis, devising 
our design for a civil society, and analyzing the PCE's relations and those of the 
political parties with the social movements which are wrongfully but often called 
"marginal." In short, it is a matter of devising the medium and long term Euro- 
communist strategic design, the response of Spanish communists to the present 
crisis, making it clear that there is no short term solutio: o fundamental prob- 
lems, and that our alternative is associated with a prolongea tme horizon, wherein 
it is essential to combine correctly the specific action and the solution to daily 
problems with a strategy  f progress along the path toward socialism and communism. 
Only a careful determination of our strategy can preclude the contradictions that 
have occurred in the past between everyday political practice, the policy of alli- 
ances to be pursued in each situation and our design for a civil society. 








Hut it does not suffice to have the best strategy, the best alternative of progress 
with respect to the crisis or the best design for a civil society if the waya and 
means for putting them into practice are lacking; in civer words, if ve do not have 
a party capable of implementing the moet suitable policy iive correctly at all times, 
with an abllity to devise alternatives, wherein all the members may participate in 
the colleetive debate, and feel that they are leavers of the political action. This 
point | dieates what, in our view, should be the second major focus of attention at 
the LOch Congress: fully equipping the party so that it will be capable of advanc- 
ing along the line of progressive change in our society. In a complex, large and 
intensely structured party such as ours, this offere many facets and quite a few 
problems, At the Central Committee plenum which convoked the LOth Congress, three 
of these were underscored: the general problems related to militancy, the PCE's 
adaptation to the Spain of the autonomies, and the problems of the party's central 
leadership organs. 


Heginning with the first point, it must be stressed that there is a major problem 
involving militancy and forms for organization of the work of the PCE rank ood 
‘ile. We must examine, self-critically and stringently, the reasons for the very 
sitable quantitative and qualitative decline in militancy that we have experienced 
since the 9th Cougress. We do not consider it valid to justify this in terme of the 
generalized apathy and disenchantment of the average citinen resulting from the 
crisis and the lack of solutions offered by democracy. If we were capable of otfer- 
ing an attractive alternative, a clearcut strategy and a consistent, active, daily 
political action, we would be the receivers of th disenchantment, and we would 
sicceed in converting it into enthusiasm. Obviously, the state of deepseated, 
during and widespread crisis does not constitute the most propitious social envi- 
‘opment for the expansion of the left, which is in retrogression or stagnation in 
many parts of the world; but we cannot be content with a hypothetical explanation 
of this kind, which would lead us to impotence and would evade the indispensable 
analysis of our mistakes and shortcomings. 


Nor can there be accepted as an explanation an idea that we consider dangerous, one 
that is relatively widespread; namely, the claim made by some that, when the PCE 


was legaiized, there was an avalanche of persons entering the party which, combined 
with the fact that, or the dictatorship, it was only possibile to be a militant 

o the PCE, caused on.y a certain percentage of militants to be communists. The 
ex>lanation is politically injurious, because it lies the capacity of certain 
undetermined persons to decide whether or not a milicant is a communist, and also 
because Lt means that one can only be a communist in one way. 


We, on the contrary, believe that the most politically propet way of dealing wich 
rhe problem of militancy in the party is by analyzing the mistakes that have been 
made in the manner whereby the political action of the rank and file ‘as been 
directed by the Leadership. In the first place, there is one obvious problem, 
nawely, the facet that the territorial groups have been limited, in nearly all 

inces, to administrative work involving mere maintenance, and to the noncritical 
reiteration of the policy line devised by the lea orship. We think that, although 
knowledge of the leadership's line is essential, th» political work of the rank and 
file organizations is not a didactic repetition, but rather the adaptation of the 
‘irty line to the concrete circumstances and problems that cr.p up on the various 
levels of militancy (job site, neighborhooe ~- cizens' associations, etc.). In 

















short, there has been a lack of politically creative internal debate, the channels 
of communication from bottom to top have been very meager and major inadequacies 
have also been possible to detect in the forma of communication from top to bottom. 


Secondly, there ie a problem related to forma of organization of the rank and file 
militancy. Without attempting to be comprehensive, nor to contribute inflexible 
solutions, we Chink that the territorial groups are ecill valid forma of organiza- 
tion for the militancy, bit that they should be supplemented in certain respects: 

on the one hand, by creating new forme of militancy for groups which, because of the 
work that Chey are doing in the society, have virtually insurmountable difficulties 
in solving their problema and channeling their political debates through the terri- 
torial groups. Thie is nothing new in the PCE, because there are company groups 
and, in certain towne and cities, even collectives comprised of groups determined 

by thelr work site and sector. Hence, this experience must be expanded upon, and 
new forma of organization for the militancy sought, which are geared to the latter's 
political needs. Moreover, it is necessary to lend flexibility to the operation of 
the territorial groupe which, sometimes because of their excessive number of members, 
sometimes because of Cvelr excessive dedication to administrative tasks related to 
subsistence, and sometimes because of the perpetuation of old forma of debate, ham- 
pers the active participation of the militante. 


Another essential tesue, as we have noted, is that of the PCE's adaptetion to the 
state of autonomies. Between the extreme of a federation of communist parties, which 
we deem negative, and that of a rigidly centralized and unified organization, which 
we consider both impossible and unsuitable, there is a wide gamut of possibilities. 

A critical reflection on the experiences between these two congresses of the PCE-EPK 
[Basque Communist Party), the PCPV |Communist Party of Valencia), the PCGA and the 
PCA (Communist Party of Andalusia], essentially, and the problems (rather similar in 
many respects) that they have suffered and are still confronting, is an indispensable 
means for finding a satisfactory and politically effective solution. 





Thirdly, there is the pro lem of the PCE's central leadership organs, from the Central 
Committee to the Secretariat General. All the organs have shown obvious inadequacies 
and fiaws since the 9th Congress. The Central Committee has held little debate, 
almost always based on insufficient information, and with rather ineffective methods 
(report-single speech-summary). The Executive Committee has on many occasions been 
little more than a planner of the few Central Committee meetings. Perhaps for this 
reason, the Central Committee Secretariat has had to assume authority fer exceeding 
that granted in the statutes. The Secretariat General has had to assume authority 
that is actually political, but also parliamentary, organizational and even related 
to daily activity, owing to an tnadequate statutory specification of its responsi- 
bilities and functions. 


This is not so much an attemp* to propose solutions as to point out that all these 
organizational matters are essentially political, and that any change in the authori- 
ty and functions of the central leadership organs must be the result of a political 
debate on both the flaws that are detected and, primarily, on the most fitting type 
of organs capable of developing the type of party that was established at the 9th 
Congress. It would be extremely dangerous to think that the organizational prob- 
lems are of a technical and bureaucratic nature; because, for the reasons already 





jiven, we Delleve that they lie in the center of the political debate on the party 
which we need for the years ahead, 


And, in conmection with thie topic, there is the debate, which has not been made 
explicit and has usually been brought up in an inadequate manner, relating to 
renewal-continuity. In the first place, it must be made clear that the issue of 

the composition of the organs of central leadership cannot be discussed in these 
terms, but, on the contrary, in terms of the most suitable type of comrades for 
implementing the policy Line emanating from the 10th Congress, and for reinforce ing 
the type of party established at the 9th. It is not a merely mechanical problem 

of ages, although the peak age in the PCE shows a gap between the 40's and 55 years, 
and there is a notable difference in average ages between the Central Committee and 
the Executive Commictee. It te not a problem of “historical” leaders versus "new" 


leaders. tt te, essentially, a problem of forming the party's leadership team that 
will be necessary for the 1960's. 


We believe Chat, in this respect, the PCE’s lOth Congress represents a decisive 
point in its history. Only if we succeed in creating the strategic alternative to 
the economic and social crisis, if we are capable of establishing forms of critical 
militancy, with an ability to gear the party's policy Line to the concrete circum- 
stances of everyday action, if we succeed in modifying the central leadership organs 
ind in assoc lating the PCE with the autonomous reality, and if we are capable of 
se ecting the most suitable leadership team for making the type of party that we 
established at the 9th Congress a reality, shall ve be able to surmount the crisis, 
sdivance along « progressive Line and, in short, be a party capable of acting as 
revulsive agent on the entire social fabric nd of forcing the necessary changes 
quired trom the standpoint of — socialist s ciety. 


Ballesteros Disputes Conj*ess Editorial 
sutid NUESTRA BANDERA in Spanish Feb 81 p 71 
Letter to the ed‘tor by Jaime Ballesteros) 


rext] Although | have already conveyed it to you personally, I feel morally obli- 
‘ed to request that you publish my disagreement with the editorial in the previous 

-sscoe regarding the iO0th Congress. This disagreement applies to two matters which 

| deem important: 


Piret, that of content. While I do not wish to start a discussion yet of the claims 
sade ia the aforementioned editori:l, nevertheless, as a nominal member of the maga- 
sive's “@ditorial Board,” | wish to make it clear to the readers of NUESTRA BANDERA 
that I de net share the general orientation of the article in questicn. 


ecor that of method. I wish to state publicly, so as to preclude any possible 
onfusion, ay strong disapproval of the fact that, before the party's Central Com- 
mittee has devised and approved the draft themes, che “party's theoretical and 
political magazine” has published an editorial givi.g the opinion cf a small group 
1§ comrades (even chough they may comprise the Editorial Staff or part of it) con- 
erning what they think should be the nature of the 10th Congress. My disapproval 
s strong, particula ly in view of the offi-’-* nacure of NUESTRA BANDERA and the 

















even More offtelal nature of ite publishers, as the structure selected for making 
the aforementioned views public. It ts obvious that this is a procedure which gives 
several comrades 4 privilege over the party as a whole, and even cver the mijority 
of the Central Committee, 





Needless to gay, all that | have stated previously does not iaterfere to the slight- 
eat extent with my sincere comradeship and (rciendship witheach one of the individ als 
who put out NUESTRA BANDERA. 


jaime Ballesteros, 
Central Committee Debate Proposals 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 14-20 Nov 80 pp 22-36 


Peoerpte) As we reported in the previous lesue of MO [MUNDO OBRERO), the PCE Central 
Committee (l-<=} November) has convoked the l0th Congress for 15-18 July 1981. We 
included in our article, together with the conclusive resolution of the Central 
Committee (date and agenda of the Congress) a summary of the report submitted on 
behalf of the Executive Committee by Santiago Carrillo. In this article, we offer 
excerpts from the speeches of the Central Committee members. Taking excerpts from 

a debate is always not only difficult (among other more important things, we jour- 
nalists are here to receive the blows from the difficulties), but necessarily unsa- 
tistactory as well. But, as always, space is one of our inevitable obligations in 
the press (others do not always think so!). However, we believe that, owing to the 
merits of the debate itself, and of the “debaters,” these excerpts give the image 
(and the content) indicating that the PCE is starting to launch its 10th Congress 
etill within the most extensive bounds of the exercise of internal democracy which 
typified the 9th Congress. The 48 speeches and one final address by Santiago 
Carrillo do not fit in this issue, despite the 16 supplementary pages that we have 
added to it. Hence, there will be a continuation in the next issue; as well as 

the price of 50 pesetas which we request of the reader. We are sure that the latter 
will understand. The fact is that the right to democracy must always be pa‘d for 

‘n a capitalist system. 


lordi Sole Tura: 


With regard to the major political themes, | have no serious objections, but it 
seems to me that the type of meeting that we are holding, with a discussion having 
these features, might t: °n into a rather unproductive meeting. 


My objections relate essentially to the method (...) 


I believe that, at the present time, the party as a whole is in a difficult situa- 
tion, because the general circumstances, both internal and international, are not 
exactly the most favorable for the development of the policy that we have termed 
Furocommunist. I believe that there is , rather, a series of international and 
internal factors hampering it. And this usually causes tension within the party, 
and it can, in particular, bring about an attempt to either retain present positions 
or even move backward, taking refuge in the old assurances and the old ideas; and 

I think this is the major issue that faces us (...) 








Tine Agrees Pre SORTS Us WIth & Challenge which is by ne @eane easy to handle, a 
Mellenge comeer sing what the party should do under thoee circumstances... 


And it Seems to me Chat we have oniy one solution, namely, that the party rediscover 
itee!! by G€leeune@ing, Chat the party protect iteelf in an outward, not an inward 
direction, aod, im particular, Chat collective work be rediscovered. in my view, 
that should be Che center of gravity of the congress that we are going to hold (...) 


The Dattiec for the autenemies is 4 long, difficult battle, wherein there are escapes 
im ai. ditections,; bet | Chink that if we do not seize the initiative properly, we 
could become & party cut off from the civil soctety, inasmuch as the process of 
progressing tower’ the autonomies is not only « reform of the state, but aleo a 
change in the civil soctety (...) 


This ts why, when Santiago stated: “We shall be a party on @ single, strong, central 
level, or « federal party, a federation of parties,” it was my opinion that we would 
wt solve Che problem successfully with this proposal; because there are elements 

‘edera.iem im the very proposals that Santiago has mace. In my view, federaiian 
i8 4 @eans of solving this great problem of the center-periphery, to give it some 


«ind of game, which means that there is the gaxigum degree of decentralization and, 
it the same time, the gaxiaum  . e degree of centralization within it (...) 
in Buskadi and Galicia, ior problem is how we are going to make the Luro- 
mmunist ley succeed among ....ee societies wherein the party has found it diffi- 
‘> penetrate thus far. I say the Eurocommunist policy. With what organization? 
“hat type of operation’? In this respect there is at least one thing that is 
rcaim, semely, that we shall have to find very new organizational methods to make 
it pessibie for the Burocommunist policy to penetrate these societies and to develop 


ntil it becomes hesmemonic.... 


cher matter that (. assoctated with this, but on a different plane, is the issue 
the forces of culture (...) 


The copic of terrttorialization has not done us any favor. I think that it has, 

‘ther, puc the emphasis in the opposite direction; in other words, maintaining 
‘reanizational forms inherent in that area, anc then seeking correct‘ve measures 
y of the territory. 


oe forces of culture at this time will understand and assimilate our political 
lesien insofar as they find in us a real means for expressing their concerns. 


eost admit that I have serious doubts about the proposal made to us for 4 deputy 
secretary general, «@ Standing Commission or an Executiv: Comm‘ite+, etc. As the 
ry stands now, and as it will presumably stand during the space of a few months, 
oe of proposal does not exactly foster the necessary perfection of the orga- 
Lional mechanisms (...) 


| think that this next congress might be proposed oa spurious grounds; and those 
sourtous grounds might be the fact that the center of gravity for the congress 
would be the revlacement or non-replacement in the leadersaip positions, and quite 
secitically, that of the secretary genera’ welf. It is not a question of 














proposing feplacement pilus continuity, but rather of replacement on the basis of 

the only objective criterion that we have, namely, the policy line that is being 

applied, in other words, the cadres who must lead the party have to be those who 
are in complete agreement with the policy that the party is applying, which is a 

policy that must result from an intensive, open discussion,... 


As for the proposals which Santiago has mace and, | repeat, I would be in full agree- 
ment with them politically, perhaps not with all of them, but with the majority, is 
this going to be the solution or the resolution emerging from here, #0 as to serve 

as the center of gravity, and go that this will be discussed and nothing more? Or 

is it 4 reflection that we shall make? We have to seek other expedients, so that 

the discussion at the congress will proceed along these lines, but not from above 
(aes) 


Ramon Tamames! 


He begine by considering the agenda submitted by Santiago as being open, tu which 
he would add important issues such as civil rights, the agrarian questions or the 
probleme related to the European Communities, 


Ae for the historical portion, if any reference is made to the Democratic Junta, 
there is a failure to point out that, at that meeting held in Paris in January 
19/76, there was 4 turning point in our policy, which caused the acceptance, with 
perhaps too much acquiescence, of certain points in the proposal from the govern- 
ment's negotiations. 





Perhaps we should have put the reform of the electoral law in the Moncloa Pacts. 
The decree-law of 20 March 1977 is the origin of many of our problems. We must be 
aware of the fact that the election law in force is a Francoist law (...) 


i think thet the main upset in the party occurred after the 9th Congress, when many 
thought that the renovation had been inadequate. There will have to be a seif- 
eriticiem of the fulfillment of the proposals from the 9th Congress (...) 


There must be more stress put on the matter of the winning of votes in 1979. The 
9th Congress did not give the resulte for the second democratic electoral contest. 
if there was considerably more progress in the qgunicipal elections, it was due to 
the incorporation of the citizens’ movement (...) 


The assesement made by Santiago of the Moncloa Pacts seems to me to be generally 
eorrect, but I would emphasize that, between December 1977 and February 1978, the 
government stopped its contacts with the party on critical issues. That handling 
of the Moncioa Pacts will continue, and we must find out with whom we are dealing. 
We are not here merely to serve as fire extinguishers or firemen, or as welders of 
the plumbing system with occasional employment (...) 


We must now bring up the possibility of a government of the left, and of progres- 
sives. And it the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party) does not like it, so much 
the worse for them (...) 


There are actually some powers that have been established, there are still the arti- 
ficial powers; but they have become accustomed to the Socialist Party, not exactly 
to the Communist Party (...) 





As for the crisis, when the 10th Congress is held we shall encounter a clearer situ- 
ation, which will perhaps enable use to shape the new model of society more precisely. 
We must retrieve for the thinking of Spanish communists a series of Marxist 
features Chat are not very familiar to us, but nevertheless contribute important 
elements to the notion of shaping the model of society; elements which will also 

lead us toward the youth, and toward those who think that there must be changes 

in many more things than what we have mentioned up until now (,..) 


| also think that the political training in our party has become weakened. This 
must be given an impetus, and the Marxist Research Foundation has not ae yet con- 


tributed to an improvement in the level of Marxist thinking and in dealing with the 
problems of socialiem in Spain (...) 


The five pointe cited by Santiago on international policy are along the line of a 
furocommuniat position, but we have a certain amount of lag in relation to the 
Socialiet Party. We have many missions abroad which have not radiated later to the 
party, @uch lees to public opinion in general (...) 


Within the area of the party and ite organization, I frankly think that a mechanical 

or semimechanical, so to speak, third of the Central Committee members for represen- 

tatives of the national and regional parties is not the best system. We must clear- 

iy propose in the new statutes the establishment of a council of secretaries general 
the national and regional parties (...) 


-erritorialization process was carried out in too drastic 4 manner. We should 
ose the reinstatement of sectorial groupe among doctors, lawyers, economiste, 
ivil servante and professionals (...) 


| think that the Secretariat is more than an administrative organ; and it seems to 
~ that the position of the deputy secretary general is not a particularly favorable 
dea for our future. tt will divert the attention at the congress from the funda- 
mental problems to problems which the press calls those “of succession.” A deputy 
secretary general certainly does not improve the party's organization, but rather 
widens the bureaucratic bottleneck. The alternative to the present situation is a 
\esociative secretaryship, wherein the party's new forces may increase their poten- 
tial (...) 


t would be feasible to have a study among the leadership organs of the notion of an 
mnual conterence (...) 


‘il these polietes of openness could prompt many militants to return to the party. 
The 10th Congress should also be a congress of return. ' 


erto Lertwundi} 


‘pough [ agree with many things and disagree with others, it is difficult for me 
to make a general assessment of the proposals subuitted to us by Santiago. 


| oe lieve that there is an obvious problem involving method. it is enormously 
plicated, at a meeting such as this of the Central Committee, to be able to 
‘abilieh the criteria and the bases on wh .he themes for the Congress must be 
vanded rr 

















| shall mention four general matters with which I am not in agreement (,..) 


The firat topte ie the analysis of the transition. The 9th Congress devoted five 
of ite planks, from one to five, to an analyeia of the transition period, 


In other words, they proceed irom the analysie of the process of change, and the 
policy of reconciliation, to the policy of democratic concentration, analyzing the 
Moncloa Pacts, and concluding with an analysis of the government's proposal on 
concentration, 


Extremely important statements were made therein, but they could actually be ques- 
tioned; matters such a8 the one brought up in the fifth plank to the effect that 
the only solution lies in upholding and intensifying the Mencloa Pacts, proceeding 
toward a government of democratic concentration and stressing that thie is a time 
for solidarity. 


Comrades, if | am not mistaken, we are not making this policy at the present time. 
We are making 4 policy which attempts to seek, from the unity of the left and the 
cooperation of the left, the cooperation of other sectors of a progressive nature; 
but it is not exactly, nor word for word, the policy of concentration (...) 


A second matter in which it seems to me we are proceeding without arriving at a 
political homogeneity that ie at least strong and extensive is in the evaluation 
that we make of the estate, of what Spain is, of the peoples who comprise it, and 
of the fundamental role of unity, respect and the development of plurality and 
diversity. 





Comrades, | mean that the 9th Congress approved the holding of a party conference 
on the national situation which has not been held (...) 


A third group of aspects is that relating to the party's adaptation to the state of 
autonomies. I do not think that there is anyone here who thinks that there must be 
a break in the organizational political unity, and the general line of the Spanish 
Communist Party. 


i believe that we are aware of the unity of the revolutionary process, and of the 
absolute essentiality of the unity of the working class in Spain as a whole; and, 
at the same time, we are aware of the role played by the people in the democratic 
development and revolutionary prospects of our country. 


| believe that we must not propose any type of condition for a study that is abso- 
lutely necessary and unachieved, comrades. The alternative is not the federation 
of parties, or the common party, 4 single entity. There are intermediate formulas 
that must be studied, and the solution to a federal party, which means establishing 
the authority and degrees of unity, and the distribution of initiatives among ali 
those mutually accepted, does not run counter to the party's collective unity. 


Comrades, in this regard let us cite the example of Euskadi. We may think, ardently 
desire and do everything possibie for the unity of all the communists of Spain com- 
bined in one organization, the Spanish Communist Party, which is capable of main- 
taining a political line in which we Basque communists and others share. But we 





can never deceive ourselves to the extent of thinking that this creates the collec- 
tive unity of the working class, at least within the Basque nation; for maintaining 
the unity of the working clase in thie respect aleo requires the recognition of 
apecific frameworks for clase action (,..) 


We must @ake an evaluation of our work, an evaluation of the Central Committee, an 
evaluation of the Executive Committee, an evaluation of the Standing Commission, and 
of the Secretariat; and of the function of the Secretariat General, and the role of 
the secretary general, We must analyze how the party leadership operates. 


Nut without making this analysis, the proposal for solutions based on the prospects 
of change really seems rather risky to me; a proposal which, in the terme suggested 
to me, Causes me concern because of the fact that it calle for the physical central- 
ization of organe which up until now have been of a critical nature in many respecte, 
euch ae the Standing Commission. I am aleo concerned over the fact of that division 
of the Central Committee into a third representatives of the party organizations, 
and two thirds engaged in tasks of a general nature. I am concerned over the pro- 
posal for a deputy secretariat general; the arguments have already been submitted, 
but | am concerned chiefly because, in order to propose a deputy secretariat general, 
we Must ascertain the role of the secretariat general, and whether a deputy secretary 
ia really needed, 


jience @y proposal, and T am concluding with it, is that the Central Committee nor 

estabiieh univocal eriteria for devising the planks for the Congress; that it bear 
‘) Mind both the report that has been submitted and the remarks that have been 
‘livered on thie platform; but that it work w'th a broad s ope. 


\ntonio Gutierrez Diaz! 


scouraged by Comrade Santiago Carrillo himself, who invited us comrades who had 

ced disagreement or aisgivings regarding this report, I address this Central 
Committee simultaneously aware of the great importance of this meeting that we are 
holding today. Therefore, my speech will be along the line of ‘he disagreement, 
md not that of the agreement. 


‘thought, and IT etill think today, after hearing Comrade Santiago Carrillo again, 
‘vat bis contribution co the Central Committee is a heterogeneous and unequal con- 
tribution. 


it is heterogeneous because it is still not, nor can it be, the proposal of an 
evaluation report from the Central Committee to the congress; it is not the planks, 
sor a drafe of statutes, but at the same time it is a little of everything and not 
always treated exactly the same way. Matters for reflection are note’, instructions 
ire given, even questions are asked; but also, statements are made about certain 
<ey \ssues which may hold true at the present time from the standpoint of certain 
arcades who have spoken, but some of which, in my view, still contain elements of 
doubt. Only debate and reflection can make me ch.ige, or can make the entire 
opinion of the Central Committee change. 


Comrades, | think that in such a complex political situation which, of course, affects 
party of masses such as ours, the congres~ st start a period that is deeply self- 
ritical, stringent, participatory and never justifying. And this, it seems to me, 

















if 4 central matter for enabling our congress to progress in the direction that is 
desired ( ‘ee ) 


Along thie Line, | think that our congress should concentrate ite reflection upon 
three major issues: the democratization of the party, the readjustment of our Ruro- 
communiat etratcgy and our concept of the Spanish Communist Party in the Spain of 
autonomies. In my opinion, these are the three major points for reflection, 


Comrades, | do not think that there haa been a line of continuity in the policy of 
concentration from the 9th Congress to the policy of unity of the left that we are 
implementing today; and hence | think that we must critically and thorough inves- 
tigate what our course of action has been, and what our ipplication of the 1/7 reso- 
lutions that we passed at the 9th Congress has been, and in the latter respect, in 
a very special way, the firat five of them (...) 


| believe that we must actually reorient our Eurocommunist strategy, not claiming 
that it i@ the continuation of what we have done, but rather confronting quite clear- 
ly the situation which has been created for us, and which we ourselves have created 
in part also, because we are an element in the reality (...) 


For the present, it appears to me that we are faced with one of the most significant 
factors marking this change which has taken place since Francoism; that is, the 
advent of the Spain of autonomies. And I think thac the party must deal with this 
as a party too, not on the defensive, but on the offensive (...) 





I would ask that it not be afraid of the PSUC (Unified Socialist Party of Catalonia). 
The PSUC should not be an example, but it should not be a bad example either. There 
is no need to fear imitation of the PSUC, because we must be opposed to imitating 

the PSUC; but when opposing imitation of the PSCU, it shoul not be to force others 
to become uniform, but rather to allow all others to assume their complete specific 
nature. The parties of the nationalities and regions will not be what they should 
be, based on the needs of their people, through the working class, if they do not 

act by analyzing the reality of their people, rather than by analyzing what the 

PSUC has done (...) 


Comrades, I do not think that the Spain of autonomies can be resolved, nor can the 
solution be approached, through a national autonomous “pact.” I think that reality 
has proven this to us. The Spain >f autonomies is a Spain which needs coordinates 
but, at the same time, needs the concrete, wot imitated, and diversified implemen- 
tation of the party's general policy on the level of the nationalities and regions 


feced 


in other words, if there must be a party required to direct its tactics mainly 
toward maneuvering in the institutions, then what is involved is creating 4 party 
that is essentially one of mass activity, and hence a participatory one. And herein 
lies the role played by the institutions and the short-term objectives that we cite 
for them (...) 


Hence, it seems to me that, on the one hand, we must reflect, and make progress to 
give the party, with an offensive position, all this thrust toward development of 
the autonomous activities of the organizations of the Spanish Communist Party and 
the PSUC; and, at the same time, we must avoid dispersion, but we must aot avoid 





dispersion by centralising, but rather by being far more attentive and more sensi- 
tive to all the democratic part! .pation in the party's leadership that it is 
desired to give the organizations of the Spanish Communist Party and the PSUC on 
the level of national and regional leadership. 


On the basis of all this, | shall summarize by saying again that | express my die- 
agreement with the statement of Comrade Santiago Carrillo, if that is to become the 
orientation approved today by the Central Committee of the Spanish Communiat Party. 
In any event, it seema to me that a good solution, and | would back it, is the one 
contained in the proposal made in the speech by the secretary general of the Basque 
Communiat Party, ‘omrade Roberto Lertxundi. 


Carlos Barros: 
Ae it ts written, the report is rather inclined toward the view from the center. 


We must not lag, trailing behind the tranaformation of te state. The party must 
proceed ahead (.05) 


| would ask that all of us Spanish communists have the daring that we have had under 
other circumatances, for example, when we gave up the formula of Marxism-Leniniam 
and took o stand on a par with the historic function of winning hegemony in all the 
nations which comprise Spain.... 


ve report states that we must prevent the extreme right from monopolizing Spain, 

sat we must defend Spain. I say that we que’ defend the nationalities.... We have a 
sreater problem of credibility in Galicia, Euskadi and other communitier, as national 
parties, than the PCE has as a national Spanish party....We must establish Spain as 

a nation of nations, but not forgetting that Spain is not oppressed by any state, 

ind that the other nations have experienced centuries of oppression.... 


The Spanish Communist Party gust place emphasis on the new content, not merely on 
ne defense of Spain. We Eurocommunists have, through a long process, succeeded in 
assuming the idea of Liberty; and now we must be capable of assuming the national 
dea, particularly that of the oppressed nationalities.... 


© the report, on the one hand, it is agreed that the national and regional pai ies 
will have autonomy to direct and to devise; on the other hand, we say that, at a 
time of conflict, the decision will be made through democratic centralism.... It is 
not clear what capacity for policy decision each national or regional party would 
yave.... We in the Communist Party of Calicia have had a positive experience, and 
we are, de facto, applying and devising the Galician policy. And the Spanish Com- 
suntet Party, in che final analysis, for better or for worse, ie gov<cned by the 
opinton of the Galician communists when it is time to deal with the problem of 

ML ICTBsc ccs 


We have proposed the legalization of the PCG [Communist Party of Galicia) statutes. 
Ie this practicable? Is this how the Spanish Communist Party must operate, at least 
insofar as the PCC is concerned? 











Mention Was made at one Cime of including after the initials of the national parties 
the initiala of the PCr, Lt has been 12 years since the founding of the Communist 
Party of Galliela, and tt has not added them, And the people of Galicia know us as 
the organigation of the Spanish Communtat Party, The problem is that we do not have 
sulfictent credibility as a Galicion party, and it would not help us to inelude a 
hyphenated expression that reada PCE, 


For some time, we have proposed to the revolutionary Marxists of nationalist origin 
a convergence, With open possibilities, in the Communtat Party of Galicia, either 
on an individual level or with some of these organizations. What does the Spanish 
Communiat Party think of this? (...) 


in the past, we in the Central Committee prepared a report, which was firet submitted 
by the secretary general after prior discussion in the executive body. I do not 
think chat we should have used this method. In fact, we in the PCG are not doing 


BOwcee 


We are preparing the materials for the Fourth Congress (of the PCG). We have a posi- 
tion arrived at through « Long process of creating homogeneity among Galician commun=- 
late, and we have found that there is a time-lag between this preparation of ours 
and the preparation currently being proposed to the Spanish Communiet Party as a 
whole (...) 


it would be tmportant to know clearly what will be voted on, whether or not it will 
be binding in nature, and whether we can uphold our position in the plank commiasion 
or in the entire congressional process, independently from what we may vote here. 
What should indeed be made clear is that what the PCE Congress decides is obviously 
binding on all of us parties which make up this party of ours: the Spanish Communist 
Party. 


Pilar Brabo: 


The purpose of the 10th Congress is to achieve a more fortified party, with more 
drive, more on the offensive and also more united; realizing that this unity can 
no longer be either monolithiem nor unanimity (...) 


i share the opinions that have been expressed here on the objective difficulties 
relating to the Central Committee's ability to make a truly collective reflection 
today concerning the forthcoming 10th Congress (...) 


Therefore, | am in favor of our approving here the dates for the congress, and 
electing a commission (. that would attempt to gather all the views that may 
be voiced here. 


With reepect to the analysis of the transition period (...) we must take into account 
how we cegard and how we do not regard the policy of the unity of the left (...) 


it muet not be forgotten that during this period the PSOE, for example, felt caught 
up in a pincer policy, and there should be an analysis of the extent to which we 
have given arguments and reasons for the PSOE to be in that difficult situation (...) 














And there Le a second reflection (,..) What is our concept of engaging in politics 
since legalisation?(...) 


fo @ large extonct, it was thought that the pacts were wore a lesson to be learned 
than a collective practice of the entire party, and we wondered whether these 
problema relating to our practice etill continued to extat. 


The entire period extending from the 1979 elections to the present also requires a 
far more thorough and far more detailed analysis (...) 


Frankly, | would not inelude in the plank the matter of whether we are going to 
proceed toward a federation of parties or a party with democratic centraliam (...) 


| agree that the polley of alliances has some specific features in each nationality 
or rtegton, but L think that the policy of alliances on the entire estate level is a 
determining factor for the policy of alliances in each nationality and region (...) 


i also think that we must propose another reflection on democratic centraliem (...) 


With regard to the tesue of the forces of culture, I would consider the matter in 
relation to three areas. The firat, relating to the role of the professionals in 
the territorial groups. 


The second is how we achieve the professionals’ participation in devising the party's 
oOlicy Cece? 


ind the third is how the professionals contribute to spreading the party's influence 
in the sectors in which they work: doctors, professionals, educators. 


oe must attempt to supplement territorialization with other forms of relations or 
weanization (...) 


vn the tople of the operation of the party and the leadership organs, | would like 
t ay that, in my view, the renewal of the party is essentially a renewal of the 
oarty's methods of operation and leadership. And I think that it is obvious to 
everyone that they have worked badly (...) 


However, the Executive Committee has been an absolutely inoperative organ. One of 
che reasons is the excessive number of its members (...) 


The matter of the deputy secretary actually depends on his authority and his functions. 
Nicolas Sartorius; 


roi lecttion concerning the 10th Congress is not beginning now. The issues which 
have been brought up in the report (even with some new elements that are not essen- 
tial) are topics that we have been discussing, topics which exist in the party and 
the society. .. In what direction are we heading, how are we going to emerge from 
(his situation, a situation in the party which (without dramatizing it) is a serious 
situation? 
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Concerning the method, The statement made by Carrillo is the opinion of the majority 
of the Executive Committee, Remarks have appeared here from the Executive Committee 
expressing differing views regarding that report; this is how it stood in the discus- 
sion of the Executive Committee, That is proper and necessary. 1 have been, and am 
in agreement (with the report), with respect to its general lines. There were three 
options: to have a certain “aseptic” agenda (...) I do not think that it would have 
facitiicated the debate, Lt was necessary to provide orientation, and not to bring the 
planks that had been prepared either, What has been attempted is to cite the most 
innovative, troublesome or controversial points (...), so that the debate would be 
held with an open treatment of certain viewpoints (...) In the future, we shall 

have to find out how those things are done, and become better apprised of them, 

| agree with some comrades who claim that it is very difficult to express an opinion 
on this type of report. In any event, | believe that che method used is the most 
correct one, Whether successful or not, that was the position which was adopted 

(in the Executive Committee). (...) 


In this Central Committee, we must attempt to bring oul some clearcut, not obscured 
lines regarding the work of the Planks and Statutes Commissions which have to work 
on opinions of the Cen .ral Committee, the majority of the Central Committee. The 
various points of view must be present in these commissions (...); they must put out 
documents with internal consistency (...) 1 agree with Carrillo when he says that 
the worst thing that can happen to a party in a congress ‘s to send documents which 
have different "readings" (...) There must be a synthesis, introducing the son- 
contradictory elements of the minority, the elements which enhance those planks 

and statutes (...) 


The Central Committee must play a leading role in this process of the congress, as 

a leadership organ; although I think that we must try to give the fundamental lead- 
ership role to the militants in the debate (...); a debate that is not confined to 
ourselves, a debate with the soctety in which the noncommunists, sympathizers, 
voters and the society which observes that the party is attempting to respond to the 
problems feel that they are involved (...) 


Analysis of the transition. Agreeing that, during that period, we must make perhaps 
more of a self-critical analysis, I am convinced that our self-criticism should be 
mainly concerned with how we have applied the policy, more than with the policy 
itself which I believe has been correct in its general lines. We have made mistakes, 
underestimating some things and overestimating others (...) I do not believe that 
we should offer as an opposing alternative a “policy of concentration" or “unity of 
the left." (...) The problem lies in how we can make the left embark upon the path 
of increasing cooperation, and from there cause an enlargement of the social and 
political space that will lead us to a viable alternative for progress (...) This 
means the reconstruction of a series of unities (...) based on a mass movement, 
which we must not concentrate solely in tre trade union area, but which must pick 

up all the elements of contradiction .c4 dissatisfaction that there are in the 
society (...) 


Eurocommunism. 1 do not believe that the difference between "readapting" and 
"»robing into” is merely a matter of words. I believe that what we must do at the 
10th Congress is to probe into Eurocommunism along an entire series of lines; to 
update and probe into Eurocommunism under the conditions in our country, and in 
Europe. 














Spain and the autonomies, 1 agree that there is a need to explain what Spain is, 
what we mean by Spain; Spain ae a nation of nations and regions (...); Spain, not 
just as a state, There is a common history, a common market, common elements of 
culture (...) Actually, the fact that there is a single revolutionary process does 
not preclude the class struggle and revolutionary processes in the nationalities 
and regions as well, specific elementa which require national instruments as such 
(...) It is unthinkable to me to engage in revolutionary analyses and practices 
on the level of Spain without contributions of analyses and practice from the 
parties and forces of the nationalities and regions; just as it seems unthinkable 
to me to engage in a real revolutionary analysis and practice of the nationalities 
and regions without taking into account the practice and the contributions on the 
level of Spain (...) 


The party. We must work on a party that is a united and diverse entity (...), a PCE 
capable of analyzing and directing the process on the level of Spain. I do not know 
whether it is the best thing to offer as opposing options the single party or the 
federation of parties. I am in favor of a united party, not a federation of parties 
(...) We might work on the line of a united party on the level of Spain, which 
might have organizational features of a federative type in certain respects, as I 
belleve was suggested in the Carrillo report, in the matter of the third (of members) 
ot the Central Committee, or in other areas that might be proposed (...) With the 
exception that we have already discussed regarding the PSUC, I think that we should 
operate with democratic centraliem (...), a democratic centralism for a party of 
masses, of the present time (...) 


m in agreement on the subject of incompatibility, but I recall that a certain law 
18 Already been made in Cordoba. The regule’' ion exists (...) As for the deputy 
secretariat, the only concern that I voiced in the Executive Committee related to 
the matter of speculation. I view the position very clearly (...) My only doubt 
is whether it should have that name (...) 


Ac the 10th Congress, we must attempt to respond to the major question as to which 
strategy we are going to establish, not only in Spain, but in Europe (...) 


Simon Sanchez Montero: 


im in agreement with Nico Sartorius regarding the method, the way in which this 
jiscussion has been brought up in the Executive Committee. It was an agreement by 
the majority of the latter. I agree that those are the problems that the Congress 
must diseuss (...) In the Executive Committee, the dissenters used as an argument 
the fact that no conditions could be placed on the debate. I think that any manner 
of proposing the debate is a certain amount of conditioning. There cannot be a 
complete asepsis. What it (the report) does is open the discussion, so that the 
party, starting with the Central Committee, may hold the d.scuseion ‘...) 


all confine myself to a few specific aspects (...) One main task of the congress 
will be to establish a strategy on the alternative that must be offered in Europe, 
and the policy that the party must pursue in the immediate future. The term that 
has been used, of repositioning Eurocommunism is nat appropriate; the proper term 
would be development, intensification. This is associated with the projection toward 
the future, and the analysis of what we have dove, and how we are interpreting our 
urocommunist policy (...) 
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In connection with the policy of concentration, in the opinion of some, as written 
in Important documents, Chat polfcy had almost a single fundamental objective: the 
preparation of a democratic Conatitution (,..) In my view, che policy of concentra- 
tion is the expreasion (under the conditions of the transition, without a rupture, 
without a provisional government) of our policy of a pact for liberty (...); the 
only possible one under those conditions, It was the dispute over political power, 
over the actual participation of the working class and the popular forces in power. 
it te a polley that is authentically and thoroughly in agreement with our Eurocom- 
muniet strategy (...) 


Another problem is the Moncloa agreements; the criticism in this respect is even 
more extensive, It is only natural, because the agreenents were a mitigated expres- 
sion, apart from their fulfillment, of what the policy of concentration was (...) 
They were not fulfilled, and of course the criticism has been made particularly in 
that regard, Or rather, they were fulfilled only with respect to the wage ceilings, 
wherein the workers were harmed. I consider it unquestionable that, in the realm 
of economtc demands, the agreements entatled a certair amount of sacrifice for the 
workers. For all of them? I think not. It did for the most combative ar most 
organized vanguard. Secondly, I think that the agreements (Santiago mentioned this) 
were a conquest, an imposition of the working class, the trade union confederations 
and the leftist parties. And they were, in particular, a victory for our party's 
policy (...) One conquest was forcing the government to meet there, and to discuss 
a policy that was not its own, which was not that of the PSOE either, but which was 
in the direction of the PCE's policy (...) 





The Moncloa agreements helped to preserve democracy at a time when it was in serious 
jeopardy (...) I remember that we called Santiago Carrillo, who was in the Canaries, 
when we heard about the meeting in Jativa. Santiago went to see Suarez, and talked 
with Felipe. That contributed very greatly to the Moncloa agreements. A political 
counterbalance had to be created for a situation dangerous to democracy. 


I do not consider it fair that we cannot sign pacts unless there is a correlation 
of forces beforehand that will insure us of their fulfiliment (...) 


I recall an experience in our policy of taking advantage of the legal oppo’ .unities: 
che convening of the Third National Workers Congress in 1955, and three slogans which 
were ours: a minimal living wage with a moving scale, equal pay for equal work by 
women, and lockout insurance. The congress adopted them, with terrific political 
concequences (...) 


| am in complete agreement with the idea that the socialist revolution in Spain is 
a single process; that there will be no socialism in Galicia, Andalusia or Catalonia 
if there is a right wing government in Madrid. This entails a policy on the level 
of the state, of Spain (...) It entails a single strategy, which takes into consi- 
deration the existence of the nationalities and the regions, wherein the class 
struggle is als manifested on that level; and with a full capacity for preparing, 
as part of this common strategy, the concrete conditions for each nationality. And 
so, it should be the single, united and diverse party, not a federation of parties; 
although the matter of the federal aspect does not scare me. But we shall not con- 
fine ourselves to the name; we shall proceed toward the content. 


iv 





Gerardo Iglesias: 


[ did not attend the Executive Committee meeting; however, I identify myself with 

the method and content of the proposal: with the method, because I think that there 
is no other, and with the ceatent of the proposal, because I think that the topics 
must be taken to the debate, and because I do not consider it a closed list of topics. 


lL observe no lack of compensation in Santiago's report, becauee I do not consider 
it to be a usual type of report, to be subjected to a vote in all ite detaila (...) 


A series of differences has become apparent here. However, comrades, I have aot dis- 
covered total agreement between the music and the lyrics. And if we really want to 
have an open debate, a thoroughly democratic debate, and if we want this Central 
Committee plenum, because it is in advance of the 10th Congress, to represent a cer- 
tain amount of progress in the probing of democracy and pariicipation, I believe 
that we must begin by making an effort for clarity in the proposals made by everyone, 
comrades. And | gay this because it is important that the debate take place, and 
that the clarity occur, not only among a few party cadres, but also among many party 
cadres, and in the party as a whole. And there exists a group of obscure areas. 


| would not have been surprised if it had been suggested that this Central Committee 
session is too short, especially if it lasts for 2 days, and that another three 
plenums must be convoked, to debate the planks, or even as many as seven. The vot- 
ing was necessary because it involves the vote resulting from the majority of the 
“xecutive Committee, which seems necessary to me. I see no other method (...) 


| am far more in agreement with terms that we used here, regarding probing, relaunch- 
ing, ete. If what is actually being voiced, as a minimum, is a doubt about the 
fundamental aspects of our policy, it should be said, and brought up too. We shall 
be contributing to that clarity, which will facilitate the probing associated with 
the debate (...) 


The secretary general, if that position exists, and so long as that posicion exists, 
and so long as it is in keeping with the party concept, will then, obviously, be 
required to introduce, to guide and to direct. He cannot avail himself of sponta- 
neity. 


i am trying to infer, but I do not claim, that what appears here is a different 
concept; it is a different concept of how to direct the party. 


| am not concerned about there being a great deal of autonomy for devising, probing 
and applying che PCE's general policy in the areas. At least, I do not know whether 
there ts an individual statute with Asturias. In this regerd, I must admit that, 

if we have not acted well in Asturias, it is because we have not known how to act 
well in Asturias. 


Now then, what is my concern? My concern became wutrenched particularly aiter the 
speech by Com ade Barros of Galicia. I believe that we are running a great risk. 
One is autonomy, which always has repercussions on the probing, applying and devis- 
ing of the general policy.... 














‘hat concerns me is that the insiatence on heading toward a federal party, and toward 
greater autonomy, is a defensive attitude toward the obstacles that we are encounter- 
ing in making a way for ourselves (...) 


we are in agreement on the issue of internal democracy, participation and the new 
siyle of making policy. According to principle, the party must be democratized 
more, tt am in agreement with that new style of making policy, actually, as a con- 
cern and a worry, and IT subscribe to it (...) 


if we want there to be a new style of making policy, greater democracy and greater 
participation, chere must be a thorough reconversion in the party's groups. And we 

in Asturias are putting the first phase into effect of what we might call an organi- 
cation plan, which means that all of us members of the Central Committee have combined 
into two, three or four groups, and we are attempting to make a life that is as 
regular as possible. In other words, it is not a testimonal proposal; we are not 
giving up the political leadership and the tasks on that account. 


The conerete reality is that, in order to have more democracy in the group, and I 
velieve in all the party's groups as a whole, it is not enough for the leaders to 
have a destre for more democracy to exist. It is necessary to start joining thore 
groups and making it possible for their operation to be more speedy and more steady; 
more resources are needed; an entire series of things is needed; there is a need for 
group by group, not in an abstract manner, and not with general summonses, because 
that is useless, to start determining, each growp in its district, how many cultural, 
citizen, athenaeum, club, etc. associations, and what social fabric exist there, and 
how we are going to place and how we are going to distribute that group, so that it 
may penetrate. 





Manuel Azcarate} 


(...) L believe that the method we are using is good; we are holding an extensive 
discussion. That discussion makes it possible for the commissions to work with the 
material representing Santiago's initial speech, with the material from our entire 
debate; and the positions assumed on the substance, based on the written texts of 
the draft planks....From now on, it is essential that the discussion in the entire 
party, starting with us, be a democratic, open, critical and self-critical discus- 
sion; and that we achieve a precongressional debate that will afford maximum parti- 
cipation by the party's militants. 


Il believe that the 9th Congress took the major ideological options, and I agree that 
the essentia. thing is fer us to be capable of giving a strategic perspective, and 
not only on the immediate problems; a perspective on a progressive emergence from 
the crisis, on advancement toward an economic and social democracy, on progress 
toward socialism (...) 


To achieve that will require analysis, reflection and advancement in our Eurocommun- 
ist concepts. It is not merely a matter of reaffirming, or relaunching (to be sure, 
that is the starting point); I believe that we must make progress. I do not agree 
with the method of readapt.tion. It seems better to me to progress, probe deeply and 
develop (...) 


él 








To progress with the Eurocommuniat concept in the sense of reaffirming what it holds, 
which 1 consider essential, regarding the defense of democracy, elections and the 
struggle of the elected inatitutione; but, at the same time, to progress along this 
other direction, namely, the struggle for increased pe, ticipation of the masses, with 
new forme of democracy, and with new ways of making policy. This has an effect, from 


the problems of the factory union's role to the problems of the role played by the 
forces of culture. 


(...)im the realm of the forces of culture, the party's retrogression has been very 


grave, very serious. And | .hink that some of the explanations that have been given 
are not eufficient (...) 


The working clase is the driving force of the struggle for socialiem. But I think 
that if the Communiat Party did not achieve a strong influence during this phase, 
and & presence among intellectuals, we would jeopardize our capacity in the cultural 


area, and our leaderahip for advancing the democratic path to socialism, for what has 
been called a revolution of the majority (...) 


| would link it to the rise of new contradictions and new anticapitaliat mo sents 
which are not materializing in the area of the political parties nor in thar of the 
trade unions. And they are giving rise to these new social movements. It is the 
oroblem of feminism, the youth, the ecology, and extensive phenomena in the realm of 
uiture. And | believe that this represents an enormous social potential. We must 
~ very careful in judging those movements on the oasis of their organizational 
‘ture. They will not be organized the same as the working classe or the unions. 


eir impertance in the society sometimes doer not depend on that organizational 
spect (...) 


| think that the territorialization, as it has been applied, but also in its concep- 

‘ion, has helped to reduce our influence among the intellectuals. But, in spite of 
is, I would say thac there are in existence something like Eurocommunist cultural 
ireas which are on our side and which are not in the party, but are areas with a cul- 


‘ural influence from our ideas. I believe that we need to reestablish the relations 
with those sectors (...) 


as been proposed to us to study concrete measures to allow for some new forms of 
icamey in the party among the intellectuals. I am in complete agreement that th se 


orms cammot reach the point where, as Santiago has said, there is an intellectual 
arty and a party of workers (...) 


| om tm agreement with what was said in Santiago's speech and those of other comrades 
concerning the reality of Spain, etc. 


Now, it Seems to me that the new aspect of this phase today is to have the party 
‘ally eaequtre this historic and what I would call gigantic advancement implied in 
cutting an end to the traditional centralism, which has been a dreadful pitfall for 
all the progressive forces in the history of our cvuntry (..) 


cotally in agreement with the need for a party, a single entity, and the devis- 
ine of a strategy and a policy on the level of Srain, and of instruments that are 
ipable of this; and, at the same time, see .o it that the parties of the nation- 
Llities and the regions have the maximum degree of personal status, and are capable 














of linking that desire te destroy the centralist hierarchical structures which have 
typified the course of action in the country (...) 


The netion of the deputy secretary general, ae Santiago hase explained it, seems to 
me to be quite correct, 1! do not view it as opposition to the situation of an 
associated status of the leadership, but rather the contrary. 1 believe that Santi-~- 


ago introduced it precisely a a factor that would make it possible to strengthen 
the associated atatue (,..) 


| think that the five points proposed by Santiago in the presentation that he made 
on behalf of the Executive Committee offer a suitable framework for undertaking the 


preparation of the planks on the international situation in advance of the 10th 
Congress ( ee ) 


During this past year, we witnessed an intensification of efforts (the conference 
that has just been held in Berlin has been very clear evidence thereof), efforts to 


impose on the communist parties an orientation that is diametrically opposed to the 
one represented by those five points (...) 


it is e@ee@ential that the left and the working classe unite, to take the leadership, 
and the hegemony in the tendency toward Europe's new role in international affairs. 
because i beileve Chat only in this way will it be possible to arrive at 4 new 
relationship with che Third World, which I think is a eritical requisite for any 
progressive solution to the crisis (oes) 


The Statutes Commission appointed for the preparation of the PCE's 10th Congress is 
comprised of the . llowing comrades: 


Jaime Ballesteros, Vicente Cazcarra, Ignacio Gallego, Jose Maria Gonzalez Jerez, 
Armando Lopes Salinas, Francisco Romero Marin, Jose Serradell from the PSUC, Julian 
Presa from the EPK |Basque Communist Party], Angel Ezama from the POG, Francisco 
Acosta from the PCA, Jose Soriano from the PCPV, Jose Maria Coronas from Extremadura, 
i.1. Castano from Asturias, J.A. Garcia kubio from Ciudad Real, Victor Diaz Cardiel 
from Madrid, Pedro de Diego from Madrid, F. Gonzalez from the Canary Islands, M. 
Rosellio from the PCIB, A. Melero from Palencia, C. Lujan from Aragon, C.M. Sanchez 
from Murcia, Manuel Ruano from Le Rioja, V. Fernandez from Cantabria and L. Aicaraz 
from emigration. 
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|ixcerpte!] In thie issue, we continue and conclude the publication of the remarks 
obtained from the Central Committee members dur ng the sessions on i, 2 and 3} Novem- 
ber. We are aleo including Santiago Carrillo's final address. We have circulated 
83,000 copies of these two issues of MO. Since our returns are less than 10 per- 
cent of the edition, this means that the Central Committee debates are reaching 
about 75,000 purchasers, and, based on the calculation of three readers per copy 
sold, approximately 225,000 persons. This seems to us to be a good beginning in 

the democratic preparation for a congress, a congress whose preliminary planks 














will now go to the commissions appointed by the Central Committee, returning again 
for the latter's discussion; and from the Central Committee to the party's organiza= 
tions and militants, the militants, the “rank and file” as they are called, the 
decisive, supporting rank and file in a Marxist revolutionary party of the final 
quarter of the 20th century, 


Marceline Camacho! 


|, who did not vote in favor of the format, would like to state that, in general, 

| have been, and am in agreement with the majority of the topics proposed (in the 
report). But T thought that there was not sufficient time nor bases, apart from 
those contributed on that occasion, and that, therefore, the contribution and prepa- 
ration @uet necessarily be wanting. The fact is that there has been an extensive 
and generally good discussion here today. I think that it would be better if, after 
the debate has ended, and on the basis thereof, taking the report and the minutes 
into consideration, the commissions were to work on the draft planks and submit 

them to the Central Committee, 


(...) There is @ certain amount of division between the society and the policy that 
is being made in that soctety....Perhaps we have less, but we are also situated 
therein....There is a need for making policy, not only in the inetitutions, Parlia- 
ment and the autonomous or municipal bodies; it must also be made in the party, and 
the country's organizations and sectors.... 


regard to the incompatibility, many comrades on the Central Committ: have 
earned from the presse about my decision to 'esign (from the post of deputy). i 
am pot resigning because of a disagreement with the party's policy, nor because I 
deny the importance of Parliament, but rather because I believe that the workers 
eovement in general and the individuals dedicated to it do not have time to do 
is....1 am Opposed fo concentrating too many elements of pwer in any one person... 


(...)We all agree that we are in an unprecedented state of crisis, and that the 
ruling classes are trying to retain benefits and hegemony...are trying to foist 
‘he erieis on the workers. The battle that we are waging has a decisive class 
essence. 


‘vere is in the context of thie situation an attempt to claim that the party is not 

‘laviog ite role as a driving force in social and economic democracy....There is an 

enormous interest, in the context of this discussion that we are holding, or more 

sroperly te the context of a greater democratization of the party, there is an 

interest lo causing agitation in these discussions; and if we handle the matter 

vadiv there will be damage....They talk about the hard, the soft, the foolish, the 

‘ever, the old and the young, all in the context of this off naive on the part of 
ital againet the party, wherein we must ali be careful about not crediting 
ia reciting. 


i don now whether we have alwaye acted well in this process of advancement 
toward Eurocommunism with which I am, of course, in full agreement; whether ve 
have been able to view matters with sufficient flexibility.... 





We are witnessing 4 large-scale offensive, 1 have been visiting nearly the entire 
country, and there are party organisations which are acting well, and others which 
have © wait and see attitude, owing to the series of problems and situations con- 
fronting them, Lt would be feasible to find out what we could do for this great 
battle being waged by commissions, with a certain amount of success, I think, 
deapite the difficulties,.., 


And ip this context | agree with some of the things that have been proposed here. 
Policy must be made every day. in other words, the party cannot merely tell the 
workers that socialiam will solve their problems (...) 


The party must also tell the workers that the everyday problems are injected into 
the clase perapective, if not, the workers, whe are in an extremely difficult 
situation, will not understand. In other words, if we do not convince the workers 
that, underlying Che situation that existe now, and our daily program, our daily 
political activity, there lies tie perspective, it will unquestionably not be easy 
to solve the problems, 


But | want te tell you that the solution to the problems must be viewed over a longer 
term, If we were to view the solution to the problems merely on an everyday basis, 

[ do not believe Chat we would have 4 good view of them. What have we been taught 

by the problems with SEAT [Spanish Passenger Car Company, inci? In the first place, 
that we made mistakes with the confrontations which preceded the elections. it is 
true. And we must avoid making them. Another thing that we have also been taught 

is that, to win a strike, the majority of the workere muet understand and uphold it. 
But, to lose it, all that is needed is that a skilled or qualified minority be 
naturally opposed to it, and spread confusion in the labor movement. 


Hence, we must calibrate well, but not prevent the holding of strikes when it is 
necessary, when the conditions are present, and when we deem it feasible. 


indeed, we are witnessing this kind of situation. We have made mistakes in that 
regard, and we are right to criticize and correct them; but, on the whole, the 
proposals regarding the crisis in these contexts have been correct. The SEAT prob- 
lem was not solved through the secret meetings held there. That was an election 
campaign to win the UGT [General Union of Workers] union elections. 


Comrades, | aleo wish to say that the struggle is not bad. I believe that what is 
bad about the struggle is struggling poorly, or not struggling. 


Jaime Ballesteros: 


When the Executive Committee urged that the differences be brought here, the Execu- 
tive Committee acted very well, because it is the Central Committee which must learn 
about all those differences, all that opposition and those varying opinions, hold a 
debate such as the one we are holding and arrive at conclusions, so chat the commis- 
sion that must work on the planks, or the commissions doing 80, can work under better 
conditions and with more evidence (...) 


As has already been pointed out, the method could not be that of merely having a 
serics of topics. I do not think that such a method would have been a democratic 











methed; t¢ would have been a method that would make a discussion by the Central 
Committee diffieu.t because, of neceasity, the first or second or third speeches 
would be somewhat of a report on what would be discussed, but it would not be the 
report of a collective group, or a leadership organ appointed by the Central Com- 
mittee, but rather the report of one person or another, depending on who was the 
quickest or slowest to ask for the floor (...) 


we do say Chat we must analyze matters in a self-critical manner, that there must be 
expansion and advancement in the democratization of the party, that we must progress 
in renewal and improve the shortcomings in the work of the party's leadership organs, 
that we muat become more closely linked with the civil society, the mass movement, 
ete., that we must delve deeply into the problem of the state of the autonomies, 

and its repercussions on the party, etc. I believe that these are general statements 
on which we are are fully agreed, and chat we do not know what distinguishes us one 
from the other. 


it Seems Co me Chat we must convert that into concrete pelicy options, and concrete 
iiternativ.: proposals of the kind that have been included in the report. And it 
sooms to me that, in that respect, this debate has been fruitful (...) 


‘he eituation in which we are acting, and in which we shall be acting for several 
veare is the situation created by correlations of forces, and correlations of class, 
‘ite inecitutions, state organs, etc., which have emerged precisely and have been 
-reated on the basis of how the transition period has been carried out; not how we 

uld have liked, or thought that it would be carried out, but how it has been 

cried out as an objective fact. And that nature of the transition in Spain, that 
vlorm mature has marked the social and political situation wherein we shall be 
acting for a period of several years (...) 


nvinced that the policy that we made then, the policy of democratic concentra- 
was the only policy that could have been made at that time, during that transi- 
tional phase; that it was the most suitable policy, the policy that could counter an 
entire series of negative elements for the working class and for the forces of pro- 
srese, which had from its beginnings the form of the transition, and which tried and 
with success in opening a political space for the Communist Party, the working 
‘ass and other progressive and revolutionary sectors (...) 


_ belleve that the very change entailed in the policy of concentration with respect 
co the polley that we have today will actually correct, and prevent that weakening 
eatatled by the positions of the PSOE (the positions of the PSOE which, we must say, 
sears a very serious responsibility for what has occurred in recent years); correct 
those positions, so as to afford a prospect for that revolution of the majority (...) 


concerning the problem of the autonomies and the national or state pact, whatever 
wot we wish to use, as feasible or necessary, or as desirable, to solve the 
‘yiem of che autonomies, I would like to say that it seems essential to me to 
arrive at such an agreement; and that, so long as we do not arrive at such an agree- 
ment, we shall not develop the autonomies. We have been able to develop the autono- 
mies precisely because such an agreement has existed; and, through an agreement of 

















that mature, there began and there was afforded the possibility of the Catalonian 
autonomy and the Basque autonomy, Let us not forget it (...) 


As for the problema involved in the party's adaptation to the situation of the 
atate of autonomies and, at the same time, considering its increased democratiza- 


tion, in principle, ae I have said previously, it is something on which we are all 
agreed, 


But the problem that we must bring up, and have brought up, in our hands, is how 
to accompliah that (...) 


Our party is one party but, at the game time, is is comprised of a group of parties. 
This poses some problems for that democratic centraliem, as to how we can establish 
all thie in such a way that it will not restrain to the slightest degree the per- 
sonality, the capacity for devising policy for the nationalities and the regione, 
and its entrenchment as a national and regional party of each one of the parties. 
And this ta not a problem of image; there ie some image involved, but it is a 
problem involving a real capacity for making that policy, a real capacity for 
decision-making (...) 


| think that the matter of the deputy secretary general, or whatever he may be 
called, has been geared in the direction of facilitating the operation of the 
leadership organs, the division of labor among the leadership organs, efficiency, 
operativeness, etc. 


Anxel Guerreiro: 


On behalf of the Galician comrades, we would like to propose that the congress be 
advanced a week ahead, if that is possible, because 25 July, which is the date of 
the closing of the congress, is the Galician national holiday and, understandably, 
we party leaders should be presiding over the popular mobilization functions held 
on that national day of Galicia (...) (The dates originally proposed for the con- 
gress were 22, 23, 24 and 25 July.) 


I agree with the comrades whopropose that the plank commission could be appointed, 
and that Santiago's report and what hae been said here should be the fundamental 
set of references for preparing those planks, and this should be finally approved 
at a subsequent session of the party's Central Committee (...) 


There is not a general policy of Spain, and then a policy) of Catalonia, one of Eus- 
kadi and one of Galicia. In my opinion, that is not true (...) 


If there were a general policy which, of course, it would be incumbent on the 
Spanish Communist Party to develop and devise, and a Galician policy, a Catalonian 
policy, a Basque policy and an Andalusian policy, which it would be within the 
authority of the respective parties to develop, it would be a very easy matter, 
and there would be no problems. But, in my opinion, that is not true (...) 


It is not true because a decision in the extremely important Catalonian policy ioes 
not affect Catalonia alone; it affects Spain as a whole. And a decision tn Andalusia 














such a8 the one that has been made obviously affects the general policy of the state, 
and the general policy of our party (...) 


And | want to tell you, comrades, that the period has not ended nor has the conatruc= 
tion of the state of autonomies reached its culmination; an that we must actually 


talk about Spain, but about the Spain that we Spanish comauniete want, which ie not 
the one we have known up until now. 


Actually, along with Lurocommuniam in Spain, along with the defense of the incor- 
poration into our design, ae an indiasoluble part of the public liberties, we muat 
introduce, and uphold as a position based on principle, as an indissoluble part of 
Kurocommuniam in Spain, the defense of the national liberties, and the collective 
liberties of Lhe peoples who comprise Spain. 


And in that direction, the problem has been brought up (why not?), Santiago brought 
ic up in the Executive Committee, involving the fact that, naturally, among certain 
nationalities the conditions may be created in the future, or are being created 
today, for political and organizational convergences of Jifferent Marxist movements 
of different origins; converging in their goal, which there is no reason to reject, 
and which must obviously be left open. But leaving this open means leaving the 
polley formuiation open, and that in the organizational area there may be a type 


of organization which could leave that possibility open in the future, when it may 
occur (ee) 


The problem is not one of democratic centraliam yes, democratic centralism no; but 
itoer how tt will be applied, how it will be ceveloped and how we are going to 
on ceive, in this new situation, che applicat.on, the concept and the development 
ot democratic centralism. 


Felipe Alcaraz! 


(...) On the subject of democ ratization, I have noted that, often, at least Santiago 
has tried to make an opening and many others have closed it, or have tried to close 
it immediately afterward. 


Ac the same time, and note must be taken of this too, others, or some have tried 
to break away on the basis of that opening (...) 


.) Reposition Burocommunism (...), reposition with respect to autonomy? With 
respect to changing its meaning from that of Euro? Because Euro does not refer 
only to Europe, for there is also room there for the wind coming from the East. 

s tt in this direction, or related to the repositioning of Santiago, and not Euro- 
communism? This is what i want to explain, so as to find out whether the target 
language has ever been converted into a language, and we are ,laying a much clearer 


ping-pong. 


in any event, with regard to the party I would 1i'> to say that we sometimes do not 
comment on what hurts us most, the membership. There has been no mention made of 
membership in any respect, neither the policy on membership, the forms of member- 


ship, et< . 


tually, we must devise how progress wil] vu made toward socialism through the 
autonomies as well. There is talk about policy, the solution to the crisis, 














political ans economic democracy, and socialiam, The autonomies are involved therein 
and that must be tnvestigated, 


(.++) It te clear, from my point of view, that theve is no Catalonian path to social- 
iam, nor ie there an Andalusian path either, But Catalonia and Andalusia will, 
indeed, carry 4 great specific weight in the Spanish path to secialiem (...) 


The war won in Andalusia (a reference to the battle over autonomy) is far more close- 
ly linked with the battle of Spain than with attempts at independence and lack of 
solidarity, which are impossible because we are victima of territorial imbalances 
(see) 


The means of arriving at the Spain of autonomies will involve the dialectice related 
to the regional and interterritorial imbalances, and the dialectics of the popular 
and leitist strength, and that of the Communiet Party of Andalusia (...); more 
apecifically, for the same reason associated with the meager strength of the classic 
or neoclasatc nationaliem, and of the regional-level parties (...) The counterweight 
that will operate in Andalusta will be hegemonized by the strength of two classic 
leftist parties on the state level: the Socialiat Party and the Communist Party. 
Presumably, we shall win the electiona, and there will be a Parliament with leftist 
hegemony and a government with leftist hegemony. 


(..+) Claiming our autonomy will not entail asking for more independence, but rather 
will mean that the needs of Andalusia will carry more weight when it is time to 
propose the party's policy, and its strategy and tactics on the national acale. 


(...)Our autonomous essence will, without doubt, entail a confrontation within Spain 
and with regard to the general interests of other territories; specifically, the 
territories in which the monopolistic accumulation of capital has occurred starting 
from centraliam, and based on transfers, flights and excursions of capital (...) 


(...)The war which we have won (a reference to the 151) is situated in the perspec- 
tive of interterritorial balance, and lies in the total battle; a battle which, if 

we do not wage it well, could mean that all of us would explode, and the construc- 

tion of the state of autonomies, and of interterritorial balance, would explode. 


[ want to end in such a way that I will be clearly understood. I have not at all 
referred to an inevitable confrontation among the peoples of Spain, but this confron- 
tation will be far easier to avoid within the party, and in the PCE-PSUC relations, 
for example, than within the Spanich State and among its peoples. 


(...)In conclusion, from a scientific and revolutionary standpoint there must be a 
clarification within the unity (...); there must be a demarcation, and a very tho- 
rough clarification of the PCE-PSUC relations. And this must be evident in some 
way at the 10th Congress as well because, I repeat, our strategy will involve that 
interterritorial equality, and hence we shall clash to some extent if things are 
not done well. 


Ignacio Gallego: 


The first thing that I wish to say is that the practice of this Central Committee 
itself has given a response to an avalanche of criticism, which appeared to be 
criticism of the method but which, I am convinced, was not merely and is not merely 








a critielam of the method (,..) What was involved and is involved is establishing 

us as @ type of party which | would call not clearly defined, but in any case differ- 
ent trom the Spaniah Communiat Party; and, fortunately, the discussion has taken 

the course that I think it had to take, 


Ae for the report, in ite format and content, I consider it a weighed and measured 
report; and | do not think that Comrade Santiago Carrdllo needs praise from this 
platform, but | would Like to say that, adopting this report, as the majority of 

us members of the Central Committee have adopted it, I cannot find any justifica- 
tion im the text iteelf for the criticiem, for the assessments, and for what I would 
even term exaggerations (...) 


At the outeet, the role of the party's secretary general, and whether or not there 
is a need for @ secretary, have been brought up for discussion; mention has even 
been made here of a leadership shared by equals; it is a phrase that sounds very 
good, but it does not sound good to me from the standpoint of the Communist Party. 
A Communtet Party will always need a secretary general, .: will always need collective 
leadership organs, it will always need those echelons which have been proven through 
experlenece. 1 do not claim that they must be repeated and maintained mechanically, 
but of course they cannot be replaced without consideration, nor overturned, for all 
the reasons that have been given here (...) 


| believe that the party must adapt itself to the autonomies, and I shall say a few 
orcs about that; but either the Communist Party is the party of all communists, 

1 party of the entire working class and of the working masses, oy else it must be 
omething different; something which is certe.aly being sought, but which had not 
vot been determined, because it must really be very difficult to determine. 


vith autonomies and without autonomies, with one type of state or other, we shall 
keouse of our weight. we shall make use of the influence that we have, we shall 
make use of Che strength that we are capable of winning and conquering. I turn my 
raze toward Andalusia, and if anyone here thinks that the Communist Party of Anda- 
‘usta is strong because it raised the banner of autonomy higher than anyone else, 
| think he is taking Liberties. The party has had a just position with regard to 
‘he problems of autonomy. It does not seem to me that the party has succumbed to 
ex cemes in this regard; but it does seem to me that to be strong among the working 
ss and among the popular masses is not an issue that can be resolved merely with 
a correct posttion regarding, for example, the matter of the autonomies. 


And im this connection, T think that, in preparing for this congress, there has been 
on the part of some comrades a renunciation of the party's signs of identity, of the 
party's history and of the party's prestige, which distinguishesus from all the 
other parties. If there is in this country a party that has »e.n cupable of under- 
oding the national problem when it was not posed in the current terms, and if 
/ has been a party open to the issue of the autonomies, it has been the Spanish 
Communist Party (...) 


Another fact is that there should not be today a mechanical repetition of the situ- 
ation that we had previously; but it bothers me, it disturbs me, and I say this 
heatedly because it seems to me rather imports c to us to claim the history of our 














party, the clear thinking of our party in coping with problems decades and almost 
xenercationa in advance, and in bringing up problems in which others have had to 
intervene, but much later than the Spanish Communist Party (...) 


| have an expertence that may be partial, Potentially, that great party which we 
need is here; potentially, the tens of thousands and even hundreds of thousands of 
communists who might join the party are here. I do not consider the congress a 
miracle for changing everything, but T believe that a great deal must be changed 

in order to give life to that party organization, so that the communists of Spain, 
who number many more than are militants in the party, can be militants in the party. 


Fernando Soto; 


| think that we must approve Santiago's speech made on behalf of the Executive Com- 
mittee, a8 a central element for preparing the plane for the 10th Congress, and I 
say central, although not exclusive, of course; but, on the other hand, we must not 
consider Santiago's report to be simply another opinion among those gathered at this 
by now marathon Central Committee meeting (...) 


1 do not think that anyone here believes that the 10th Congress is going to resolve 
for once and for all each of the flaws and shortcomings, both practical and theore- 
tical, of the party. We must regard the congress modestly; and this modesty that 

| request is not at all associated with mental apathy or the lack of critical strin- 
gency (...) 


| believe that rather than talk about readapting Eurocommunism it would be more 
accurate to talk about probing into and developing it. I stress the matter of the 
modesty so that we ourselves will not foster disenchantment afterward. We have 
serious gaps in the analysis of the crisis in society, and difficulties in under- 
standing the relations to be established in a progressive bloc with the internal 
contradictions that this entails. We have serious difficulties in the international 
realm, and an entire new area with respect to autonomy. We have a genuine ideolo- 
gical fence which, in any event, when turned in the opposite direction, is the best 
proof that, roughly speaking, we are proceeding alow a good path (...) 


| agree that the congress must be very self-critical; but at the congress we must 
also have the courage to underscore our successes, which also exist. 


| think that mobilizing the masses, on which we are all agreed, requires that they 
be informed in advance and, in the first place, that the party group itself be in 
a position to make policy, and that our policy be assumed by the party's rank and 
file. And I believe that we must pay great attention to this matter during the 
entire course of the congress debate, and at the congress itself (...) 


I do not think that we have performed wrongly in everything we have done regarding 
the issue of autonomy. I think that we have had more successes than failures; but 
we have not yet managed to learn how to sell the very goods that we have manufac- 
tured. We have not explained with sufficient persistence to make it understood, 
and now any upstart boasts of being an autonomist, and is quick to accuse us of 
being centralists or subsidiarésts. But if, where they brand us as centralists, 
we translate it correctly as reading, “they are communists, they want the revolu- 
tion,” perhaps we can clear up many of the probmes that we have confronted in the 








area of autonomy (,..) The bourgeols presse denies that we have the capacity for 
below aulenomlete and, for example, in the case of Andalusia, whereas the communists 
have established the legal formula and the masses, we are denied everything. If we 
mobliige, they aay that we are destabilizers; and if we think, as Martin Villa and 


the socialists themselves remarked, then there is the comment about, “what a pity, 
the beat formula ia yours, but it isa communist" (,..) 


What L mean is that we are very cautious about the mobilization of the masses in 
Andalusia, The masses have participated, but we have not rung any bells. I think 
that the combination of that participation with a great negotiating capacity and the 
full support of the leadership of the Spanish Communist Party and its parliamentary 


group ie what hae made it possible to progress substantially with the problems of 
autonomy in Andalusia (...) 


i think that the Spanish Communist Party should be the Communist Party of the peoples 
of Spain, a party of parties, with relations somewhat more complex than those which 
exist between parents and children, but somewhat less complex than those between 


fraternal parties, IL believe that therein lie the two limits that we should apply 
in this matter. 


in the Register of Assoctations, there is a document submitted by the party leader- 
ship which states, according to the copy that I have, that the Communist Party of 
\ndalusia “le « party whichis part of the Spanish Communist Party, which has compiete 


autonomy tor devising, developing and applying the policy in Andalusia, the general 
‘licy of the Spanish Communist Party" (...) 


jae been my personal experience that, up until now, the Communist Party of Anda- 
usia has not had sufficient strength or sufficient capacity to give thir autonomy 
which we now have its maximum power. We are still lacking in opportunities for 


Jeveloping that entire leeway of autonomy for creation and preparation which we now 
ive, in fact, in the .CE organization, 


\nd since there is a single Spanish revolution, without a desire to wield influence 
om Andalusia on the aspects of international policy and others, among those of us 
» think as members of the PCE, I think that we must not talk, for example, about 
\ndalusian path to socialism, but rather about an Andalusian contribution to 
-.alism in Spain. In other words, the more capable we are of sticking to the 


‘rea, and to the concrete reality, the more successfully we shall be Eurocommunists 
in Andalusia. 


rancisco Garcia Salve; 


‘ “ can observe today, I am not alone in the criticism. In view »' the shortness 
‘ime that | have, 1 think that the most important thing that our party, our 
arty of all of us, must do is renew itself, and probe deeply into what a 


ty must be like to really confront the vast problems that our party has in our 
country on all levels. 


f we ever want to achieve socialism, we must perfect the instrument; and the instru- 
ent is the Spanish Communist Party. 











Comrades, | belleve that this inatrument is not perfected today (...) 


Because, what good will it do us to make, and have to make, magnificent reports on 
the political situation, or the solution to the crisis or agrarian reform, or this 
or that, if we do not have the instrument for carrying it out? (...) Comrades, 

renew or die, that holds true for the Communist Party, and for all of us, if we are 


not chauviniete. Renew or die. And, at present, we are proceeding backwards; we 
are not proceeding ahead (...) 


And a tundamental matter for thie party is that we have not yet learned internal 
democracy, that we want to construct democracy in the country, and it does not 
exist. I estate clearly that complete democracy does not exist in our party. It 
is etill suppreaged, it is dented to comrades; and that is very serious. That is 
reason to request resignation; and | request it. 


On this Central Comaittee there are individuals who have vetoed a comrade from the 
Central Committee for the post of secretary of the Madrid CCOO [Workers Commissions]. 


Comrades, internal democracy in the party does not exist as it should exist in a 
Communist Party. And it is not enough to console us by saying that, in the UCD 
[Democratic Center Union)....in the UCD it is understandable. In the PSOE; let us 
allow the PSOE to work for its democracy, if it wishes. But we, who are the people 
that want to struggle in Ewrocommunism, defending Liberty, have succumbed to some 
abnormal contradictions (...) 


if Santiago Carrillo is suited to be secretary, and hold that magnificent Leadership 
post that the post held by the secretary must be, let it be Santiago Carrillo. If 
there is someone else better suited, let it be the other one better suited. And that 
is what must be said in the voting by the comrades on the Central Committee, which 

| believe is established in this way. There is nothing more, and the entire problem 
has ended (...) 


There appears to be a controversy even on this point. The position of the secretary 
general is not for Life; and it can be changed, without trauma, whenever necessary. 
And instead of judging whether it is necessary or not, there is the Central Committee, 
period. Everything else is superfluous. 


Another important point (I am going quickly), comrades, is that concerning the auto- 
nomies. There have been differing opinions on this matter. I think that the plank 
must have two sides, because it will be impossible to obtain the opinions of some 
and those of some others (...) 


Comrades, there is one reflection that I consider important. In addition to all this, 
then follows the work, then follows the going down to the rank and file; not with the 
demagogy regarding whether one must go to the factory, take a fiashlight and go down 
into the mine or not, but rather with reality. 


There should be neither an assembly orientation nor a spontaneous orientation, as 
some have also attributed to this Central Committee (...) I hope that we will work 
with ethics, with humanity and with deepseated democracy, to put our class conscious- 
ness in the service of the party, so that we may really create an instrument leadin, 
toward socialism along the path of liberty, comrades. 











Contributions to the Central Committee (in writing) 


I am opposed to appointing a deputy secretary. I consider this to be seeking a 
peraonalist solution to a problem of lack of team leadership. 


Incompatibilities. "Modesty aside," as the saying goes, some years ago, I said so 
in the Central Committee, How can some comrades hold 12 positions? Ridiculous. 
In the Cordoba Committee, everything is said, but almost nothing is done. 





Open debate. Let MUNDO OBRERO, the weekly publication, devote two pages to collect- 
ing all the contributions from the comrades, provided they are respectful of persons. 


Probing deeply into our international proposal. If, as Santiago says, "the countries 
with real socialism have destroyed che imperialist system," indirectly creating "real 
antisocialism," almost or not so almost anticommunism, should be avoided. 


Speech By Santiago Carrillo 


Comrades, | shall not attempt to make the summary that will be made at the Central 
Committee meetings wherein the final text of the planks will be approved. 


| do want to emphasize the correctness of the method used here. Of wha did that 
method consist? In the Executive Committee, a majority and a minority were formed. 
And the majority did not attempt to impose silenc« on the members of the E> ecutive 
yomittee who were in the minority, but invited them to express their views here. 
( the majority of the Executive Committee ha. also expressed its views. 


| consider that to be a perfectly democratic method. And what would not have been 
democratic is if we had come here without any initial criterion for opening the 
ilebate, and we had left to the commissions that we appointed, without knowing what 
cay of them think, tio task of replacing the Executive Committee and the Central 


Committee. That is what would have been not at all democratic. 

\nd here at this meeting at which there has been so much talk about processes of 

‘atentions, the discussion of the report submitted by the Executive Committee was 
tually initiated with a genuine process of intentions. There is an attempt to 


im>oose conditions on the discussion of the Central Committee. 


And | stated this in the speech that I gave on behalf of the majority of the Execu- 
tive Committee: what | proposed was a series of ideas for opening the debate here. 

\nd ic is in the text of the speech: to open the debate here, not to impose condi- 

cions on it, or to close it. The debate has been opened, the debate has taken 


lace and there has been tension at times. And, of course what has “surprised me 
is the refusal to enter into the essence of the topics. 


‘tt we should not be surprised by that tension; we have not had tension here alone, 
comrades. We have had tension in the Central Comittee and in the party's leader- 
ship organs at other times, at times of clandestine status; very sirong, verv acute 
tension, and real crises, compared with which what we have had here today is child's 


pi iv. 














Because, in the precongresaional debate, there will be far more tension, there will 
be far more controversy, and each one will speak at it, upholding his views with 
complete personality, with complete independence and, at times, why not, with emotion 
and forcefulnesa, 


I think that, since it has come into question, what should be decided, and it is the 
first question that | bring up in this Central Committee, is whether the method used 
has been fair or has not been fair. The result lies here: it is the most open and 
most extensive discussion that has been held to date in this Central Committee. 


Actually, here and in all the party's work, we have been lacking in the materials 
not only for making an analysis of the economic crisis, but also for specifying 
medium term solutions for that economic crisis, especially for the lockout problem. 
We have also lacked the working out of the perspective of political and social 
democracy, and the perspective toward socialiam. 





In the speech delivered on behalf of the Executive Committee, I underscored those 

two times: the time of emerging to cope with the consequences of the crisis during 
this immediate period, and the time of emerging in the direction of political and 
soctal democracy, in the direction of socialism, as times which should be fundamental 
at the party congress. 


And | added that, to emphasize tha. second time was essential for establishing the 
communist signs of identity of our party, and for connecting our present-day action 
regarding concrete problems of the masses with our action on behalf of socialism. 


And I want to say that what we have submitted here, on behalf of the Executive Com- 
mittee was neither the report for the party congress nor the planks. It is a few 
ideas, as a starting point for a reflection in the Central Committee that could 
guide the work of the commissions. 


What a "brawl" would have been started if, instead of doing this, we had given a 
written text which would have afforded an opportunity to say that the secretary 
general and the Executive Committee have already given us the written planks! 


Hence, in connection with this matter I think that we should state our views on whe- 
ther or not the method was fair. And then I shall comment on only a few individual 
matters. 


With regard to the issue of the party leadership, I shall comment on the role of the 
personages in the party. I believe that some of the comrades who have spoken here, 
and who have criticized the operation of the party leadership, have failed to make 

a self-criticism of their own participation in the party leadership; which, in the 
statement of the Executive Committee, was indeed made in a ccllective manner, for 
better or worse. 


Perhaps some of those comrades, since they have not really led the life of the party 
leadership, and since they attend the meetings of the party leadership in a fleeting 
manner, do not know that, for example, in the Secretariat, which meets and works 
collectively, there is an enormous potential for initiative on the part of each one 
of its members; and that neither I personally nor the Secretariat as a whole oversees 
each step taken by every comrade. 





In the concept that 1 have developed here, there ia the notion as to whether there 
should be a group of party notables in the Secretariat and the Standing Commission 
(and in the plank commission, we might examine more specifically whether it is 
necessary to have a Secretariat and a Standing Commiasion; I think it is, even 
though the Executive Committee meet’ every 15 days). And I mention notables without 
any pejorative connotation, because | consider myself one of the notables. At beat, 
I am immodest. Whether there should be a group or party notables, or whether it 
should be an organ capable of implementing in an operative manner the decisions of 
the Executive Committee, and furthermore of the Central Committee; and of reacting 
to concrete situations which occur, 


In my opinion, Chose organs cannot be organs of notables, even though those indivi- 
duals may come to b., and many of them already are, notables in the party and in 
the soclety owing to their activity. It should be a working group. 





And in connection with the personages in the party, I must say that I disagree with 
some of the opinions expressed here; and also that I do sot think that they have any 
self-critical essence, in the sense that it does not matter if the secretary or 
someone in another position is one person today, another tomorrow and still another 
the next day. A political party te formed along with and around a group of person- 
ages, a group of personages who are the known leaders of that party. 


Anco in our party there are, fortunately, many leaders today who are known on the 
level of Spain, and on the level of nationalicies and regions. And what we must 
esire is that there be more, more personages; because the fact that there are more 
ersonages (and | do not think that this lead ceaip has placed any obstacle in the 
sath of making any) personage in the party prominent) will mean that the party is 
more rooted in the different sectors of the society wherein it must seek backing. 


im not defending my personage now. I am saying that we cannot destroy our person- 
izes with an teonoclastic attitude. In the long run, what we would be destroying 
would not be the personages, but the party itself. 


And it seems to me that in some locations, in a certain concrete location, the 
comrades are not doing anything, and they are doing it very well, to prevent the 


ersonage of the secretary general from becoming prominent, becoming well known, 
ind becoming public. They have put it in the forefront of all the party's activity, 
and they are doing it very well. And I think that, if that proposal had been a 
proposal reflected on sufficiently, they would have had to begin by saying: we have 
an erroneous oractice, because we are exalting personages. And we, here, have helped 
exalt those personages, and we have talked about them in Parliament, and publicly, 
in order tc lend them a Spanish political dimension. 
insist, we must strive to have personages, to have more personages each day; because 


welieve that this is a factor for establishing the party in the society. 


I think that we must actually flee from all laborist demagogy, but I would also say 
from all intellectualist demagogy. For example, the other day when a comrade stated 
here that the intellectuals have no internal political space in the party, I would 
reply that it would be fortunate if that comrade really occupied the great space 


hat he has in the party's leadership orga and that it suffices to observe this 








Central Committee, and listen to the speeches, to note the progress that the party 
has made in incorporating intellectuals inte the party's leadership itself, Because 
it has wot been very long since the time when the majority of the party's lealership 
cadres, the vast Majority of them, were werkers. However, | think that if we were 
tO @ake 49 assesement today, we would find that the majority of the party cadres 

are professional people, And it seems to me that this has been an enhancement for 
the party, it seems to me that one cannot separate workers from professionals, and 
that an intellectual can have so much proletarian consciousness, and sometimes even 
more, that he feels here as if he were 4 metal worker or 4 construction worker. 


We canpot consider the cadres in the party on the basis of whether they are intellec- 
tuale of afe HOt intellectuals, 


we have this problem of the forees of culture, and the role of the struggie on the 
cultural front, wherein | think Chat Manolo Agcarate has made an interesting contri- 
button, which extends far beyond the teeue of territorialization. 


it is « fact, the territorialization has been done hastily and mechanically; but 
there are sectorial and professional groups wherein there has been no territoriali- 
sation. The university. And what te the party's statue in the university, in which 
there has been vo territorialisation? 


We are in 4 period of ebb, not only in Spain but in Europe as well, from the left, 
from the populat @ovement. And that is having an effect on intellectual sectors and 
also labor sectors. And it is not only the real mistakes that have been exposed 
here, the party's subjective mistakes. 


because if we do not realize the fact that we are in a period of ebb, and if we think 
that the party congress is going to obtain for us a miraculous transformation, and 
change those oblective conditions automatically, we would be making an enormous mis- 
take, and the party congress could be 4 great disappointment. 


it has been stated here, and | adopt those statements, the party congress must be a 
congress of accumulation of forces, which does not overlook that situation of ebb, 

and which, in particular, establishes the general lines whereby the party can help 

to overcome that situation of ebb. 


And I say can help because the party alone will not decide the issue. The develop- 
eent of the objective conditions will aleo have a decisive effect on those matters. 


Regarding something that has been said here, and with which I agree: We cannot brin; 
up the question today about « government of the left, and"if the socialists do not 
jike it, all the worse for them.” That is not serious. We have proposed a govern- 
nent of progress, for which a leftist strategy is necessary. And | think that such 
a policy is the proper one, apart from the fact that, in the proposals and in the 
implementation, we can make changes, improvements and modifications that will help 
us to accrue the most accurate results (and those issues will be present in the 
precongressional debate). 


| would also repudiate the opinion that has been voiced here, recalling the social- 
iste’ argument during the period of the Moncloa Pacts, about the pincers that we 
and the center made for then. 





because fecalling what the socialists term pincers, and not recalling that we were 
between two steam rollers which, with the bipartisan policy, simply tried to flatten 
us, and which were going to flatten ua in the 1979 elections, not recalling that, 
which wae Che eamential thing, | believe ta not objectively analyzing our policy 
toward the soclaliete, There may have been mistakes and, if there were any, | think 
that they were different ones, 


And, at the same time, | would like to aay that we shall not really resolve the 
issue of the state of autonomies other than with 4 state pact; and that what the 
parliamentary group has proposed in the Congress of Deputies in the debate on the 
motion of confidence is correct; and that the Catalonian experience, the Basque 
expertlence, the Andeliusian experlence and the Galician experience prove that, in 

the jong Fun, when Chose Mattere have been settled, a more extensive political pact, 
4 atate pact, has been settled, 


This does sot mean that, in that pact, or even before that pact and after that pact, 
there hae pot been @ struggle and a contradiction. Ther had to be 4 struggie of 
the ieft, ane there has been one in Andalusia, in Catalonia, in the Basque Country 
and in Galiecta, toe create the condi.ions under which that pact could be achieved, 


Sut tt is clear, comrades, that we shall not create the state of autonomies that 
resembles or that ta directed toward a federal state which is necessary in this 
mtry, againet LCD, Of againet UCD and the socialists. 


rought up the topic of a Spanish Communtet Party or a federation of parties, 
not ing any play on words. And when . mentioned some possible elements 
edera’l om in the structure, I was not making any play on words. I was upholding 


ncept that we had approved by a majority in the Executive Committee: namely, that 
Spanieh Communiet Party cannot be a federation of parties; it must be a Spanish 
uniset rarty. 


iow can tt be set up!) How is it going to deal with the contradiction between a 
anish policy and the operation of a Spanish leadership and a national or regional 
icy and the operation of 4 national or regional leadership? tow are we going to 
lle and atinue to settle those issues? We shall begin to study this more 
retei* mn the commissions. 


a practice, and everyone here has recognized it, the practice whereby | 


L ‘yr future resolution quest be inspired is that there has been a cooperation 
idership of the Spanish Communist Party and the central leaderships of the 

oiet Parties of sationalities and regions, in undertaking, resolving, and 

ring « solution to the problems that have been posed in that realm. And that 


must be related more, but that cooperation te eren'ial .o maintain, 
erreiro said something that is partially correct and partially incorrect) 
or regional policy is also an issue of the state policy; no artificial 


echat 1) division can be made. Any national or regional policy has an influence 
« entire general policy, that is true; and yet what is not so true is to say 
are one and the same thing. But there must be an asrociation, and we gust 
‘4 ‘ ible methods. 
jiscussing that notion of the third, | remarked, stressing this matter 


than others, that it was only a topic for reflection. However, there may be 








Other ideas and other proposals which would facilitate the association of the Spanish 
Communist Party with the parties of the nationalities and regions, 


In discussing the matter of the autonomies, if | have emphasized the matter of Spain 
i have not done so by chance, 


The fact is Chat the other aspect of the question te what we have been stressing, 
also from the center, in Parliament, in all the debates and in our resolutions, the 
issue of what the country's structure in autonomies, the structure which is directed 
toward a federal state, represents as a democratic advancement, and even as the open- 
ing of a democratic path toward socialiem, That is what we have emphasized most. 


| have brought up thie other aspect because the struggle for the state of autonomies, 





and the festetance to the state of autonomies, have not ended. We cannot forget the 
past of Spain, the past of the 1930's; and even though the situation is not the same, 
we most Peallge that, with the world situation that we have, with the economic crisis, 
wit) the weight of the eight wing forees and the estate apparatus in thie country, 


the battle for the state of autonomies is not a battle that has been won by any means. 
Ane anyone who thinka eo is mistaken. 


Ane ifn opposition to those who are trying to arouse the opinion of part of the people 
by pitting Spain against the concept of a Spain of autonomies, in opposition to them, 
if we want to reduce their maneuvering room, and if we want to achieve the greatest 
possible isolation, we communists would be making a great political mistake by not 
claiming the tissue of Spain. 


in fact, | believe that what is involved is probing into the Burocommunist policy, 
the Eurocommunist concept. Sut sometimes one has the impression that, when talking 
about Eurocommuniem, we are not all talking about the same thing. 


And we must probe deeply into that policy; and I, who have 4 certain reputation as 
a Eurocommuniat in Spain and outside of Spain, use the term increasingly less, 
although | think that it must be used sometimes. 


Speaking of that policy, the deep probing into that Eurocommunist, or communist or 
Spanish Communist Party policy must be carried out in all areas. And it must be 
done in the clearcut exposition of the socialist perspective, the communist perspec- 
tive in our country and in Europe. 


We sometimes use the term utopia. I want to say that, at least when I speak of uto- 
pia, | am not speaking about the utopian socialism that Marx criticized. I am speak- 
ing about utopia in the sease of the socialiem which has not been fully achieved 
anywhere, and less about the socialism that we seek, which does not exist anywhere. 
Soctaliem appears like a utopia, like something difficult to apprehend. And it is 

in that sense that we speak of utopia. 


Regarding the issue of which the countries with real socialism are, it seems to me 
that it would be a dreadful mistake if the party, as 4 collective entity, were to 
set about determining the substance of those systems now; and not only because it 
would divide us, that would not be the issue. I believe that the party as a collec- 
tive entity should not become involved in a decision concerning the nature of those 








systems, ‘this does net mean that the party's theoreticians are not to deal with 
those problema, with complete liberty, in the party's theoretical work, And I say 
with complete Liberty because I believe that no one has yet said the last word on 
thie matter, And, furthermore, comrades, | confess to you that it seema to me that 
it will be extremely difficult to say the last word on this matter. 





it is obvious that if we view socialiam as Marx, Engele and Lenin hinself viewed it, 
soctaliom and communiam a8 two phases, with the famous comment on distribution and 
work, if we view seoctaliam only in that way, ase we viewed it in the past, it is 
obvious Chat Chose countries do not give the image of socialiam. but, should we 
claim that thie is net 4 path to socialiem, that this is not a step toward socialiam 
under the conerete conditions in certain countries, which will perhaps require even 
politteal cevelutions in order to progress? Just as there have been various poli- 
tical revolutions and political chenges under capitaliem. That is a leap which I 
shall not take, one which our theoreticians may take, discussing with complete 
liberty; but one whieh Lt seems to me irresponsible for the party to take, as a 
collective endeavor on that type of teaue. 


And that does not mean going backwards with Eurocommunism; that does not mean ceasing 
Lo assume critical positions toward what is happening in those countries, especially 
toward evente which affect us most directly. I believe that we must assume them 

acd | want to give a reminder that the topic of Afghanistan has been discussed in 
thie Central Committee). We shall have to assume them, and we shall have to indicate 
1y indepencence; our tadependence in making our judgments in particular, including 

Y judgmente on poliey, and on what is happen'’ng at particular times in those 
ountries... 


That tea why L underscored independence among the five features of our international 
liey. Sut, at the same time, I say that a collective condemnation, not of this 


‘hat aspect, bute © cher of what those socialist countries are, would understand- 
ably lead us to someching very clearcut: to breaking all relations with those coun- 
ries. And when | observe the PSOE going much more to Moscow than we, and having 


oy more communiques with the CPSU than we, although it does not publish them in 
sain later, when | observe the conservative, liberal and social democratic parties 
ving relations, and the Socialist International having relations with the CPSU, 


sink that tc would be very serious on our part to assume an attitude that would 
entail the break; without, I repeat, reducing in any way our critical positions on 

crete, todividual issues, and without reducing the liberty to judge what those 
syeteme are ilke in our theoretical organs and in the articles by our comrades who 
re ncerned about theoretical matters. 


iow ote we going to work after this meeting? We shall appoint the cormissions. 
missions will discuss and work on the basis of the repur., or starting with 
report from the Executive Committee, and with the debate and the contributions 
at bave been made here in the debate, without any omission; in other words, without 

refusing to examine any of the views that have be » expressed here. They will pre- 

pare thelr draft planks. And, in addition, there sill be among the commissions, I 

think, and annot imagine it otherwise, liberty to submit individual votes here 

on ope plank or another, when there is a minority which does not agree with what 

the majority has decided, so that it will *« *'.e Central Committee that expresses 

ite opinion and decides on those issues. Ana later we shall hold a discussion here. 





Along general lines, what should the party congress be? A deep probing and a critical 
and self-critical analysis of our entire policy; a devising of progressive mediunm- 
term solutions and of the perspective for political and social democracy; and a 
working on the association that our party must acquire under the present conditions. 


And in speaking about association, | am referring to the leadership, I am referring 
to democracy in the party, | am referring to the activity of the groups and to the 
activity of the rank and file entities, IL would say that it would be a very good 
thing if, in preparing for the congress, we were capable of making that survey of 
the reasons why many members have left our ranks, #0 as to have a clear view. I 
believe that those reasons, apart from the general origin in the ebb, and in some 
mistakes made by the party, are many. And when we see the results of a serious 


survey of that cype, we shall certainly discover many flawa that we have not yet 
managed to see now in our party work. 
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BASIC PRECEPTS OF EUROCOMMUNIST IDEOLOGY, STRATEGY 
Executive Committee Definition 
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[Text] Components of Eurocommuniem 


in preparation for the 10th Congress of the PCE [Spanish Communist Party], the Exe- 
cutive Committee has reaffirmed its decision to carry ahead the Eurocommunist policy, 
the essential components of which may be summarized in the points that we are reprint- 
ing below, intensifying and developing it. 


|. Detense of world peace, eliminating the blocs, easing of tension and disarmament, 
initing all che forces interested in this poli:y. Forceful rejection of Spain's 
entry into NATO, 


2. Internationalist solidarity with all those who are struggling for socialism, and 
for national and social liberation, against imperialism. 


}. Independence with respect to other states, including the socialist ones, which 
means liberty to criticize positions that we deem unfavorable for peace, socialism 
and the independence of other peoples; condemnation of any interference in the inter- 
nal activity of other parties. Reaffirmation of our well-known positions in the 

ases of Czechoslovakia, Afghanistan and Poland. 


4. Struggle for a new unity of the international workers and communist movement, 

with respect for the different positions of each party; and rejection, in both word 
and deed, of any notion of a guide party or state, in an effort to recover the inter- 
national prestige of communisn. 


5. Struggle for the unity of communists and socialists, el‘minating *'ie consequences 
of the division of the 1920's, under the present conditions; and for achieving the 
unity of the left and the progressive forces in Europe, to protect the peace and 
provide a favorable solution to the crisis for the working masses and the people. 


6. Socialism in liberty, political pluralism and alcernatives, democracy; a secular 


state (with respect not only for sects but for philosophies as well), with the citi- 
zens’ active participation in decision-making. And from this standpoint, a defense, 
development and intensification of the pol’ si democracy, and an extension 


latter to the economic and social realms; recognition and support of the sociai 


lic 





movements, Combination of the political activity in the representative inetitucions 
with the accion of the masses, the exercise of which is guaranteed by the Consatitu- 


tion; defense of the national and regional rights and liberties of the peoples of 
Spain. 


/, Complete liberty for theoretical, philosophical and acientific research, and for 
education. 


8. Conception of the Marxist revolutionary party as a popular and labor party, 
which must demonstrate, in a pluralistic context, ite ability to guide the process 
of socialist transformation of the society, because of its capacity for offering 
solutions and for cooperating with the other progressive and labor forces. 


Anti-Sovietism, Eurocomaunist Ideology 
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{Article by EPK [Communist Party of Euskad 1) Central Committee member Antonio Elorza) 


[Text | A word is irreversible. Once it has been uttered it is impossible to take it 
back, to try to restore the balance preceding its expression. "To delete, in short, 
is to add and to change." We would do well to recall this comment by Roland Barthes, 
now that the possibility of eliminating the term "Eurocommuniem" is being aired with 
increasing force in our midst, while at the same time it is being proclaimed that 
such a suppression in no way affects the basic content of our policy: socialism in 
liberty, independence for each party and respect for the democratic rules of the 
game. With the advantage, the advocates of the proposal add naively, that we would 
thereby cut in half the right wing connotations of the odd term and, at the same 
time, remove the barrier that it represents to the apparently desirable restoration 
of unity in the communist camp. 


The main objection that its detractors make to “Eurocommunism" consists of the 
inappropriateness of the term, because not all the communist parties of Western 
Europe are Eurocommunist (there is the example of the Portuguese Communist Party 
[PCP]); and there are, on the other hand, other parties defending democratic com- 
munism outside of our continent, such as the Japanese. This is an objection that 
we would call geographical, allowing for a quick response. Because the PCP is 
merely the exception that proves the rule that the communist parties which play a 
real role in the political systems of Western Europe have been forced to devise 
some proposals based on the economic (advanced capitalist) and political (parlia- 
mentary democracies) context in which they must develop. We must not forget that 
what has happened in the French Communist Party [PCF] now represents a crisis 
within the Eurocommunist camp. And from this standpoint, despite the geographical 
distance, the analogy with the structures in which the Japanese Communist Party 
acts is obvious. 


Furthermore, the recent articles by Julio Segura have proven that the devising of 
a Eurocommunist economic strategy is something perfectly adapted to the position 
of the countries in our European area in the context of world capitalism, which 
addresses the need to devise lines of economic action that, because of the very 
structure of the capitalist domination, inevitably exceed the national boundariter. 





It ia not a matter of preferences, of being for or against the Common Market, or of 
opting for the Europe of the capitalists or for that of the workers, but rather the 
exiactence of a supranational logic of capitaliem, which the labor patties cannot 
afford to ignore at the risk of jeopardizing all prospects of change. It seems 
trite, but considering the nationalist point of view assumed by the PCF we must 
atreas it: The revolutionary policy, in Marxist terms, starte from the analysis 

of the capitalist structure; and, in this sense, speaking of "Eurocommunism" results 
from an absolute theoretical correction. 


On another topic, the criticism of Eurocommunism is usually combined with the accusa- 
tion that the “Eurocommunist" parties have allowed themselves to slide in the direc- 
tion of anti-Sovietism, thus falling into the webs of imperialist interests; and 
therefore they have committed an overt betrayal of proletarian internationalism 
which has typified the communist movement since its beginnings. 


It must be said that this type of reasoning contains a series of pitfalls, which 
must also be exposed. The first is the spurious "pro-So ietiem" or "anti-Sovietiem" 
option which, out of self-in.erest, has been taken to the extreme of becoming an 
essential divider within the communist parties. In reality, the acceptance of the 
dilemma (taking a stand f rc or against the USSR) of itself alone means that demo- 
cratic communism is faceu with an impasse; because, day by day, the Soviet interests 
cannot be confused with those of the combined socialist countries and forces, and 
the analysis of the limitations and contradictions of the USSR's internal and exter- 
nal policy does not entail a break with the communist tradition and its fundamental 
eferences since the revolution of 1917. Quite the contrary. It is the very prob- 
ems which emerge from within the socialist wr.ld (whether it be the Polish crisis, 
‘tghanistan or the Chinese-Vietnamese conflict) that pose, one after another, the 
need for assuming, from a Marxist standpoint, a critical aloofness and a capacity 
‘or analysis that will exceed simplifying or dualistic approaches. In other words, 
* {se not Eurocommunism that has invented problems which, unfortunately, are all 
too real. in view of the tragedy involved in the Czechoslovak "normalization," 
the mediocre economic results of the USSR and the people's democracies, the repeated 
violations of human rights or the spectacular failure of the proletariat's integra- 
tion into the construction of socialism in Poland, faithfulness to Marx and Lenin 
ocessitates something quite different from the expression of blind faith in a 
shouting manner. 


To be sure, there will be some who claim that this statement of itself alone is 
already a declaration of “anti-Sovietism,"” aimed at eradicating the differences 
with the capitalist world from a right wing perspective. We would respond that 
euch an accusation can only be backed by the strictly subjective hypotheses of 
an ideology which attempts to conceal its own failures through the old expedient 
of proclaimin, its absolute success; something that has been ,1i.ing strength in 
recent years, in the form of a defense and apologia for “real socialism." 


Therefore, we hasten to say that, in our opinion, *he acceptance of “real socialism" 
(globally, or in the blended version of the “positive balance” proposed by the 
French communists) is radically incompatible with “Eurocommunisa.” In the first 
place, because the theoretical justification of "real socialism” includes raising 

up as a model the type of construction of socia’ism that prevails today in the 
voviet area which, in addition, becomes ensh. .edwhen presented as a concrete 











implementation of the universal lawe of social development discovered by Marx, 
Engels and Lenin, In thie way, the concealment of the contradictions themselves 
is linked with the fate of revolutionary Marxiem on a worldwide scale, excluding 
other experiences, other fallures and other plans. We shall not embark on the 
issue of names, or of whether or not those are socialist countries, "really existing 
socialism,” or, as a lesser evil, forms of bureaucratic socialiam. The fact is 
that, in the immediate past, the examples of Czechoslovakia and Poland have served 
to illustrate, in a spectacular way, that euch a form of construction of socitaliam 
has been overtly rejected, not just by a handful of dissidents of intellectual and 
petit=bourgeois origin, but by the majority of the workers, including a large pro- 
portion of communists, And at least insofar as the aforementioned countries are 
concerned, the system can only be kept going through the constant use of coercive 
measures imposed on the proletariat, so that the workers, when they can express 
themselves, do so, not against socialism, but unequivocally against the manner 

in which Lt is conceived and applied. 





Concurrently, the uncertain results concerning the efficiency of the economic system, 
with repercussions on the conditions under which the population's daily lives occur, 
complete a pleture marked by lights and shadows, which of course does not end in 

the hell deseribed by the news media of the “free world," but it does not end in 

the paradise of an official propaganda which continues to reproduce the common 
expressions created during the time when the Soviet Union could be described as 

"the fatherland of socialism." 


And so,as a model, it is rather meager. Hence, the bipolar description which is 
proposed, in the realm of international relations and analysis of the present cri- 
sis, by the ideologues of “real socialism" to the effect that we are faced with an 
exacerbation of the internal contradictions of the capitalist world and an undefer- 
rable advance by the forces of socialism and progress, is useless as well. Such 

a statement represents a misapplied generalization which disregards at least two 
elements: the quality that the crisis has for internal restructuring of the system 
of capitalist domination; and, secondly, the repercussions thereof on a socialist 
area which, as has been proven by the case of Poland, is far removed from being 

an oasis unpolluted by the crisis: The economic depression also affects the social- 
ist economies, contained in a world area whose logic responds to the evolution of 
monopolistic capitalism. 


As a result, to consider 4 strategy based on bipolarity is tantamount to ignoring 
the existence of a group of contradictions which operate in diversified and complex 
contexts (the conflict between Lran and Iraq would serve as an example). Further- 
more, if that bipolarity is established in accordance with the lines of interest 

of the Soviet policy, it becomes possible to deviate toward a big power policy, 
which is visible in the treatment of the Afghan crisis and in the adoption of 
offensive positions which, paradoxically, could reinforce the imperialist threa' 
against world peace; consequently moving away from the dynamic concept of peaceful 
coexistence which, during the 1970's, made possible a solidarity with proven effec- 
tiveness in the Liberation struggles in Vietnam, Angola and Ethiopia. 


As we have observed, Soviet-centrism and bipolarity in international relations are 
the defining features of the external projection of “real socialism." The inevi- 
table result is a concept of internationalism which, in fact, leads to subscribing 
to the principle of unconditional subordination to the Soviet policy, as soon as 





the CPSU has had ite function as 4 guide=party implicitly reatored to it. In more 
than one respect, Lt is Like returning to the 1930's, 


For the countries and parties of the socialist area, thie implies a doctrine of 
limited sovereignty, inasmuch as they are subject (as defined on the historic 
occasion of August 1968) to “the defense of socialiam, a supreme internationalist 
duty," the terme and occasion of which are established in a single decision-making 
center: the USSR, For the communiat parties of the capitalist world, it involves 
subordination, but in the formal determination of their national policies, and in 
the strategic perspectives which they proceed to establish in accordance with that 
loftter interest represented by the progress of socialiam on a planetary level. 

So that, a8 proven by the recent evolution in the PCF, it becomes even possible 

to consider the abandonment of all operative policy on the national level, while 
formally keeping Che communist workers’ spirit of struggle (with an exclusively 
trade union materialization) and assuming the role of a external mainstay for 

the dynamics of advancement for world socialism. 


As a concliuston, we think that if it hopes to retain its nature as an agent for 
revolutionary transformation, Eurocommuniam must undertake an overt criticism of 
the propositions and analyses of the “real socialism." This in no way implies 
that the Furocommunists will become fellow travelers of the anti-Soviet propaganda 
or impassive spectators of what is happening. Reverting to the previously cited 
examples of Ceechoslovakia and Poland, in the first instance there is an obvious 
obligation for active solidarity with the victims of the repression and with the 
mounist efforts to resume the process interrupted by the invasion and the subse- 
vent “normalization;" in the Polish dilemma, .t also appears clear that there is 
, duty to support the rights of the workers and back the policy of changes being 
arried out by the communist party in that country, in the framework of socialism. 
Hence there is no inhibition nor abandonment of the internationalist mission, at 

| times with the strictest respect for the sovereignty of the states and the 
ievolutionary organizations. 


therefore, there ts no reason for the Eurocommunists to improperly assume the uncom- 
fortable role of heretics to which those who view things differently want to confine 
cvem. Tt must be remembered that their theoretical position has solid roots within 
ihe cevolutionary movement after the October Revolution, from Lenin, Gramsci and 
Jimitrov to the most recent developments among the Czech, Italian and even French 
communists. Another thing is that they are currently forced to take seriously 
iato consideration the cyclical progress of an alternative stance, regarding the 
nature of which we Spaniards have had long historical experience, and which consists 
attempting to conceal the contradictions in a system of domination, acting as 
inouisitors. it is with respect to the elimination of this threat, which is also 
internal to a certain extent, that the poseibilities for adva cevent or stagnation 
not only of the PCE, but of all the social forces in our country that can contribute 
oclalist transformation, hinge today. 


Eurocommunist Movement, Soviet Mcdel 
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‘ticle by Manuel Azcarate: "Historical Ro of Eurocommunism" ) 


‘xcerpte) Viewing those events from the present standpoint, in our opinion, the 
fundamental iseue ise the following: The Communist International was created on the 











basia of che critical historical postwar reality; the revolution was crushed in 
Germany and the revolution triumphed in Russia, Therefore, the group of the moat 
revolutionary forces in the labor movement, including anarchist sectors, as in the 
case of the CNT [National Confederation of Labor] in Spain, became polarized around 
the revolution which had triumphed; they tended to follow the path of the Bolsheviks, 
because it was the only one, and events had proven it, that led to the defeat of 
capitaliamn, 


This caused the example of a revolution, which had been carried out under completely 
unusual conditions, that did not correspond to Marx's theoretical predictions, to 
become not only the political, but the theoretical basis of the new International. 


Moreover, the conditions in Russia were quite different from those in Western Europe, 
insofar as the economic and social structure, the political traditions, the institu- 
tions, the culture, etc., were concerned. 


What we wish to stress ia that, in the face of this decisive effect that the Russian 
example was to have on that phase of revolutionary history, there began to appear 
at the outset, and chiefly through the image and philosophy of Rosa Luxemburg, a 
contradiction between the interests of the new state which the revolution had just 
created in Russia and the interests of a strategy for the anticapitalist struggle 

in Western Europe. 


That contradiction, in a more or less explicit form, has been present throughout the 
history of the communist movement. 


Without attempting the impossible (that is, to give an account of that process in 
the brief space at my disposal), I shall confine myself to citing a few periods 

that I consider particularly important: Gramsci was the first Marxist theoretician 
who tried to devise a series of basic notions concerning the revolutionary strategy 
in the Western European societies. He even determined, with remarkable wisdom, the 
concrete differences for a revolutionary struggle in what had been the Russia of the 
tears and in the Western European countries. However, Gramsci's works did not become 
known until a relatively recent period. That is why I think they did not have the 
impact on the practice and policy of the communist parties which they deserved on 
the basis of their intrinsic value. Furthermore, the predominance of Stalinism was 
a factor stemming from ignorance of Gramsci's work. 


From the Popular Fronts to the Denunciation of Stalinism 


At certain times in history, especially during the 1930's, in view of the fascist 
threat, the Western communist parties unquestionably succeeded in wielding an 
influence within the Communist International, from the standpoint of eliminating 
suicidal dogmatism and progressing toward a policy of unity among workers and people, 
which materialized in the Popular Fronts. Contributing to this process was the 
coincidence which existed between that orientation and the state interest of the 
Soviet Union in achieving the mobilization of the maximum number of forces against 
the threat represented by Hitlerism. Reflecting on the causes which, in 1943, 
brought about the dissolution of the Communist International, and apart from the 





current explanations that were given at the time, I think that, in the last analysis, 
they lie in that contradiction which we mentioned previously. 


in 1956, the 20th Congress of the CPSU denounced Staliniam, but it remained on the 
surface, and did not probe into the heart of the problem. On the other hand, and 
perhaps this ts its most enduring merit, it helped the communist parties (or some 
of them) to start thinking for themselves, including a discussion and criticism of 
certain positions of the Soviet Union, especially concerning international matters. 
A unique document associated with thie new way of considering the Soviet Union's 


official positions is without doubt the "Yalta Memorandum" written by Togliattt 
shortly before his death. 


Lurocommuntem 


About 1968, owing to a convergence of different processes, there arose, so to speak, 
an objective, historic need for a new strategy of their own (even having « new name) 
to be created for the leading communist parties of Western Europe. Thus, in 1968, 
furocommunism per se began to take shape. The worker , student and intellectual 
movements which erupted cLhat year in France, and shortly thereafter in Italy and 
other countries, proved the existence of new revolutionary ferments and factors 
which we communists could not understand and accept on the basis of our previous 
oneepts of the traditional communist political culture. In Czechoslovakia, within 
‘he communist party itself, a deepseated change took place, which was to end in the 
‘rague Spring, and which emphasized one fundamental fact: that socialism, in its 

‘storic progress, is consubstantial with democracy, with the participation of the 

reers and citizen: and with political, labe union and cultural liberties. On 

- other hand, the Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakia posed for the communist 
parties of Western Europe the need for keeping an even more radical distance than 
they were at the time from that "Soviet model" which they had regarded for so long 
‘@ the ideal, and the example to be imitated. 


in Summary, Eurocommunism, whose raison d'etre is to devise a strategy for the social- 
ist transforamtion of the societies of Western Europe on the basis of the current 
realities, has deep historic roots, dating back to the very beginnings of the com- 
anist movement. It is a subject which, of course, requires serious and thorough 
nistortieal and theoretical study. 


International Policy, Party Independence 
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“Article by Jose Luis Malo de Molina: “International Policy and the Independence of 
Party’ | 

ery often the Lack of understanding an — on the Line of the Eurocom- 
munist partles have concentrated on features ot it’ nternational policy. However, 
the international features of the Eurocommunist poiicy are inseparable from the 
revolution strategy of the majority, and the negation thereof can hardly be made 
without abandoning other basic elements of Eurocommunism: a new appraisal of the 
olicical liberties, multipartyism, democracy of masses, hegemony and the issue of 


wer, etc. 





The bond between the internal political atrategy and the positions on international 
policy lies in the concept of the revolutionary process in the West. Many communist 
parties have been proposing a markedly different concept from the traditional view 
of the advance of socialism as the triumph of the socialist bloc in ite confronta- 
tion with the capitalist bloc. Since the advent, after World War II, of the new 
balance based on the existence of the military blocs, the revolution in the West 
has been viewed essentially as an internal process of the capitalist world, as a 
result of its own contradictions and of the political capacity for mobilization and 
hegemony of the working class in the capitalist countries, and not of the economic 
and military power of the Eastern countries, nor of their capacity for exercising 
leadership over the workers and the oppressed peoples. 


Social Classes and Military Bloce 


Peace and the easing of tension have proven to be the fundamental requisite for the 
advancement of democratic and progressive processes. The goal of the struggle for 
peace {s precisely emancipation from the coercion exercised by the blocs, the elimi- 
nation of the military blocs and an increased autonomy for the states that will allow 
for more influence from the masses on the formation of the society and of interna- 
tional relations. Based on this premise, the class struggle is coordinated in the 
relatively autonomous context related to the dialectics of the blocs in each one of 
the capitalist states. 


One of the fundamental theories of Eurocommunism is established in this analysis: 
the affirmation of the complete independence of the communist parties, and the nega- 
rion of the existence of any center or guide. The independence of each communist 
party to devise its own policy line is not only the affirmation of a right that is 
hardly questionable, but primarily a .undamental materialization of the revolution- 
ary Strategy for the West. Hence, the theory of the party's independence and its 
national nature contains the negation of the identification of the class struggle 
with the struggle between the blocs, and of the identification of the workers’ 
interests on a world scale with the interests of the Soviet state, and of the iden- 
tification of the socialist model with the historic reality of the Eastern countries, 
as well as of the cooperation of the anti-imperialist struggle as an international 
front directed from Moscow. 


Therefore, the independence of the communist parties has been affirmed or set back 
through concrete confrontations in the realm of international policy within the com- 
munist movement. But perhaps the Achilles’ heel of the affirmation or negation of 
that independence has been located in the critical attitude of the Eurocommunist 
parties toward the parties and realities of the Eastern countries. 


The reconsideration of the role of political Liberties and of respect for human 
rights on the path to sociclism on the part of Eurocommunism has led to a clearcut 
affirmation of the universal revolutionary value of liberty and democracy; and hence 
towerd combating any violation of human rights, regardless of the identity of the 
socialist regime under which it takes place. This has prompted the Eurocommunist 
parties to denounce human rights violations in the Eastern countries and to have 
active solidarity with all those penalized for political reasons. The Eurocommunist 
design cannot be neutral toward the lack of political liberties in those same coun- 
tries, because that lack questions the existence of the workers’ real participation 





in the leadership of the social and political process and, ultimately, in the social 
access to the surplus, Although the leaders of the Eurcommuniat parties have not 
made an explicit statement on the tesue, thia criticism has given rise to the opening 
of a debate on the real nature of the societies that exiat in the countries governed 
by communist parties in Eastern Europe. 


To attempt to stifle thie criticism with the argument that it benefits imperialiam 
means accepting the most simple notion whereby the struggle for socialism is settled 
in the military and diplomatic confrontation between the USSR and the U.S., where- 
in the USSR, therefore, as a state and through ite interests as a state, has the 
role of a vanguard and guide of the revolutionary process. 


The revolution in the West, tar removed from depending on Soviet expansionism, requir- 
es an international situation of peace and elimination of the blocs, as well as deep- 
seated changes in the societies of the East, which will allow for a liberation of 

the forces of progress and an elimination of the obstacles in those countries that 

are preventing the achievement of socitalisn. 


Need for an E,alitarian and Solidary Framework 


On the other hand, the independence of the communist parties comes into contradic- 
tion with the system of international relations that exists among the countries of 
the Soviet blec, wherein the idea of the defense of socialism as a supreme interna- 
tionalist obligation is used to justify all kinds of intervention in the internal 

‘iley of the nations of the area, whether to suppress or repress certain social 

senigations, or through direct military inte vention and a change in the leaders 

the pertinent national party, as in the case of Czechoslovakia and Afghanistan. 

At the same time, there are economic relations which, aimed at meeting the need for 
strong backing of the defense spending of the Warsaw Pact military bloc, often 

mceal the imposition of the Soviet model of economic development, and the subjec- 
Lion of the other countries to the economic requirements of the USSR. 


‘his framework, with is neither egalitarian nor solidary, in the politicel and eco- 

nomic relations, encails the condemnation and persecution of those who, even with 
same ideological positions, do not accept the imposition of interests alien to 
e of their own people. Thies explains the overtly belligerent position of the 

against all those who have, in a consistent manner, upheld the principle of 

independence co its tinal consequences; a belligerence which, in some instances, 

has materialized in the determined support for schisms of a pro-Soviet nature 

in cercain communist parties. 


, the translation of the class struggle into a bloc struggle, and the search for 
international alinement within the workers movement on the par* cf ti. Soviet posi- 
: en involve an active attitude of blocking the path to any possible third 

ind, hemee, the search for the defeat of Eurocommunism. They have for this 


oose the prestige of the October Revolution, wh‘ch has profoundly marked the 
culture and sensitivity of the communist movement, and the deeply rooted anti- 
imperialist yneciousness of communist militants. In this context, the most tradi- 


al political theories, and the most radical terminology for the confrontation 
with capitalism are merely the instruments for bringing about alinement among major 
tors of the workers movement. 





Vitfieulttes for @ Balance Pavorable to Progress 


ihe few international tendency toward a hardening of positions among the Breat powefe, 
ye cfiele in the easing of tension and the resumption of the cold war tend to rein- 
force the pressure on behalf of international alinement, The progress of these ten- 
vencies ehtal.s serious dangera for the advance of the progressive forces in the 
western countetes, the international alinement of one part of the workers movement 
Makes the unity of the leftiet forces impossible, Therefore, the positions of this 
type ate accompanied by se Carian positions in internal policy which are aimed at 
exacerbating the confrontation, from a atrongly ideologized viewpoint, with the 
msociailal AnG Social democratic elemente of the workers movement. Hence, it is not 


’ 
: 


/ Matter of « mere change tn international policy, but rather the abandonment of the 
Lurocom@untet strategy for reunification of the workers movement and elimination of 
the historical sehiem therein, 


ihe divielon in the workers movement resulting from the bloc policy tends to hamper 
the democtatie processes on the national scenes, The alleged reasons of the state, 
the peopolltical balance, the upholding of the affiliation with Western civilization, 
etc., have become arguments of the right to repress the workers movement, to curtail 
the liberties and to exclude the democratic forces from the inetitutions and from 
any atea o° powe,Tr, 


itimately, the international alinement weakens the working class capacity for hege- 
[t is probably the shortest road toward the ghetto and isolation. 


All of this becomes more serious when one considers that the present critical state 
' the international situation is due in large measure to the crisis in the bipolar 
syatem based on the East-West axis, caused by the breakdown in the forms of imperi- 
ilist domination, the emergence of significant processes of change dissociated from 
the dialectics of the bloce (lran, Nicaragua), the appearance of splits in the alli- 
ances between capitalist countries (Burope, Japan) and the repercussions of the inter- 
national crisis in the socialist area (Poland). In this context, the intensification 
f bipolarity and the subjection of the workers movement to Soviet foreign policy 
ire worsening the dangers to peace and the easing of tension, precluding the possi- 
bility of a new world balance more favorable to political and social changes, and 
offering as an only alternative a new distribution of the areas of influence of the 
blocsa, either as a result of the controlled military confrontation, or as a result 
of direct negotiation between the great powers wherein the mass movements and the 
struggle of the oppressed peoples are merely another trick of the cards in the nego- 
tiations. 


eapite a this, events in the internal life of the Eurocommunist parties indicate 
the extetence of a serious risk of involvement which would affect not only the inter- 
national positions but also the very concept of socialism in liberty and the parties’ 
independence; because it is impossible to accept the theory of a greater alinement 
with the Soviet positions in the present situation without giving up essential fea- 
tures of Eurocommunisn. 


This possibility reveals an inadequate maturing within the parties of the Eurocom- 
munist concept wherein the foreign policy proposals are closely linked with the 
lemocratic path to socialism. 





Therefore, the discussion of international policy cannot take place as if it were 
a tere section of the program independent of the political and social model, If 
thie were the cage, it would transpire in the spurious, abstract terms of pro- 


Sovietiam or anti=Sovietiem, quite certainly giving priority to the traditional 
elements of the communiat cultural heritage, 


The flake of involvement cannot be aseribed exclusively to maneuvers and conspiracies. 
They have @ real basis, which muat be confronted by intensifying the development of 
the Eurccommuniat international and anti-imperialiat atrategy and by surmounting the 
ambiguities and problems that have not been dealt with in the analysis of the reali- 
ties exieating in the nations of the socialist area. Hoth matters are essential to 

the consistency of Lurocommuntem as a design for revolutionary transformation. 


ideological Factionaliem, Majority Rule 


Madrid NUESTRA BANDERA in Spanish Feb 61 pp 21-23 
Article by Pillar Brabe: “Burocommuniem and the Party") 


Text | While the political parties are a historical product of the rise of the 
pourgeoisle ae «a class, the workers political parties are a product of the formation 
‘{ the proletartat during the industrial revolution. Among them, "the communists 
‘re, therefore, the most resolute sector of the workers parties in all countries, 

‘he sector that always has an impetus ahead of the others; theoretically, they have 
sivantage over the rest of the proletariat of their clear view of the conditions, 


the progrese of the general results of | \e proletarian movement" (The Communist 
vty Manifesto, Marx and Engels). 


These two features: resolve and impetus, what we might call the indomitable will to 
the revolution, on the one hand, and, on the other, the Marxist theory, with 
that it entails of a capacity for concrete analysis and strategic perspective, 


are, | belleve, as our classics define them, the permanent, basic features of the 
mmunist party. 


party ie a tool for making the revolution. The strategy of the revolution deter- 
es the type of party organization. 


ne Orxanizational features of the communist parties, established on those two 


‘foundations, have been geared to the specific conditions of the struggle for 
each time and in each country. 


<omple, the organizational model of the party which Marx and Engels advocated 
ially geared to the conditions of the proletariat’: etruggie suring the 
if of the 19th century in the Buropean countries. Lenin had to reject the 
at had been a classic one up until then among the workers parties, to 
cate the idea of a “new type” of party, geared to the conditions of the strug- 
gis teariet Russia, and “did not in any way exa.t a kind of absolute principle 
inizgation, but rather put his idea in close, concrete conneccion with the 
roposed in the party and with the conditions under which the latter would 
erform them" (Adam Schaff, Theory of Alienation, Critica, Grijalbo, page 
thus, Lenin formed a party comprised rofessional revolutionaries and 
xibly centralized which was, and this proved the correctness of that concept 








under the concrete conditions of Che struggle against Ceariem, the one that won power 
tor the Sovieta in 1917, 


fut in this party of Lenin, with an almost military discipline, there was debate, 
internal and public confrontation and the most extensive democratic discussion in 
the party as a whole, including the formation of movements organized during the period 
preceding the congresses, These features were eradicated during the Stalinist period, 


when democratic centraliam and diacipline were replaced by uniformity and uncondi- 
tionality, 


loday, #o many years after the CPSU's 20th Congress, at which there was a public 
denunciation of the excessive arbitrariness with which Stalin used the party, and 

of the crimes to which that Led, we must ask ourselves in all sincerity whether some 
of the traite which appeared in the CPSU during the Staliniet period and which were 
tranemitted to the parties of Weatern Europe are not still influencing our organiza- 
tional and operative systema, if thie were the case, we would be wasting much of 
the revolutionary potential locked in the party, and we would be making ourselves 
very tar removed from being the party capable of catalyzing the revolutionary poten- 
tial that its present in our society. 


These brief comments are meant to support the notion that the tasks to be performed 
in a country have a powerful influence on the organizational features of the commun- 
ist party and that, furthermore, the Marxiat attitude is to seek that adaptation, 

as Lenin did, and as was done by all the parties which won the victory of the revo- 
lution; because the final revolutionary result depends on this, whereas the exact 
imitation of other periods and countries, or the prolongation of certain features 
when they are no longer essential, leads not only to sterility but also to serious 
bureaucratic distortions. 


The revolution of the majority, and democratic socialism, pose new organizational 
requirements for the Eurocommunist parties. 


In the nations of the West European area, and specifically in our own, the class 
contradictions are involving increasingly extensive sectors of the society, 
sectors which constitute the vast majority thereof. The possibility of the revolu- 
tion of the majority is based on the opposition, the objective confrontation, be- 
tween the interests of that vast majority and the economic power and the social, 
political and ideological domination of capitalism. To make the revolution in our 
countries, and to carry out the class struggle, means making that majority conscious 
of its interests, helping it to crystallize its revolutionary consciousness and 
making it affect the transformation of the state apparatus. 


Therefore, at the present time, the two basic features of the communist party that 
| cited at the beginning of this article are translated into the need to carry out 
in the society a task of argumentation, of convincing, of confrontation with capi- 
tal and of mobilization on all levels. 


What type of party can trigger that revolution of the majority, give it an impetus 
and make it crystallize? 





A fieat reaponse which aleo coincides with the experiences that we have had, in a 
rather negative sense, during the recent years of the party's legal activity) con- 
firme the fact th t the revolution of the majority requires a party that is living 
and active on all levels of society; a party which is “transforming the reality" 
in the factory, the neighborhood, the office, the cooperative, the educational cen- 
ter, the large hospital, ete.; and hence a party with a policy that has been put 


into practice, not only through the inatitutions, but aleo through and in the entire 
aocial fabric, 


This has perhaps been the greatest flaw in the party's policy over the past 3 years. 
If we analyze what and how the party has discussed and worked during these years 
we can conclude that the leadership has discussed the policy which it intended to 
put inte practice in the inatitutione itself. At best, the party as a whole was 
asked for consensus on that polley, and sometimes for general mobilizations associ- 


ated with tc, From my viewpoint, this te the main reason for the lack of tone in 
the activity of the groups. 


The groups tn a Eurocommunist party have the task of transforming their environment, 
their epecifile area, whether the latter be manufacturing, territorial or professional. 
it ia what ie called, in a rather trite manner, “the creative application” of the 
party lime. Tt means, on the one hand, that the groups have already participated 
tively tn devising that line, and not only in its general features which are 
ipproved at the congresses, but also in the concrete, everyday tactic; on the other 
hand, Lt means that what the group contributes to that discussion, and hence the essen- 
1 seed to colleet tts opinions, is its practice of transforming the reality, 
.) the experience gained therefrom. 


Sut that necessary activity of the groups indicates that the territorial form of 
reanteation must be supplemented by organizational forms in a concrete area. Today, 


or 3 years of experience, it seems clear that, with only the territorial form, 

« virtually impossible both to contribute to the devising of the party's policy 
with respect to concrete factories or specific sectors (health, education, culture, 
irban development, ete. and hence despite the existence of work commissions in the 


Central Committee, our policy in those sectors is too abstract and full of gaps), 
| to affect the transformation thereof. 


e reation of party groups in the factories has been a necessity during this period. 
‘{ those groupe had not been created, the party's influence on the workers movement 
would have been even more slight, and the inseparable phenomena of the untonization 


‘he party and the “particizing” of the union would have been even more serious. 


revolution of the majority also poses new problems in the implementation of 
lemocrati entralian. 


ir clandestine period, we said that we were obliged to implement demo- 
centralism placing the stress on the centra'ism, today, with legality and in 
view of new tasks, we should be placing far more intensity on the adjective demo- 


not so much because of formal requir-nents related to what we might call 
“image, but rather because of requireme: related to the party's very efficacy 
ranstorming the society. 





The reality of thie soctety, which 1a complex and contradictory, requires precisely 
that emphasita be placed on democracy, both in the devising and the implementation 
of the party's policy. 


The starting point must be that the views expressed by the party as a whole are 
based on a complex practice, and have to be taken into account. Sometimes, that 
very complexity will make it difficult to arrive at a final synthesis, and this 
could give rise to the formation of majorities and minorities on specific issues. 


This, which has already been a reality in the party during recent times, should not 
seandalize us, Let us suppose thet the minority whichis formed at a certain time 
may be right, and that this la not recognized until later. If that minority cannot 
continue the debate once the majority resolution has been adopted, it will be more 
diffileult for the party to correct its own mistakes in the instances wherein they 
have been made, The discipline under these conditions must relate to discipline in 
the policy action on the view of the majority, but not to the elimination of the 
debate. 


What must, indeed, be avoided is that the formation of majorities and minorities 

on concrete Lesues become crystallized into organized movements; because, day by 

day, this te detrimental to the party's process of profound, collective discussion. 
In practical terms, this means that we must avoid the situation whereby the minority 
at a given time on a concrete issue is compelled to engage in a factional endeavor 

in order to defend its positions. And it is precisely in this respect that the role 
of public dissent appears. If the minority must be entitled to defend its positions, 
and if we must prevent this from being done in an irregular manner, there is no 

other course of action but reasoned, serious, public debate, not held on the basis 

of personalism, but rather on the basis of established policy positions. 


This type of public debate, and that public dissent of a minority, have no reason 

to be an element to delay action; on the contrary, they can enhance the party itself, 
because they facilitate the party's transparency in the eyes of the workers and the 
society. The fact that there are different views and different kinds of sensitivity 
in the party, and that this is expressed publicly, actually makes it possible for 

the men and women of what we have termed the "social bloc of pro cess" to see the 
party as something closer and more accessible, and even to increase their political 
consciousness upon becoming familiar with the debates which take place in the party. 


Moreover, the public dissent in the party, a topic that is also being debated at 
present among the leadership of the PCI [Italian Communist Party] by various Central 
Committee members, is not a matter exclusively attributable to Eurocommunism and 

the current time. In Lenin's clandestine party of professional revolutionaries 
there was extensive recognition of the rights of the minority to "have a literary 
center (or several), entitled to representation at the congresses; the most exten- 
sive formal guarantees with respect to the printing of party publications devoted 

to criticism of the action of the party's central agencies..." (Lenin, quotation 
taken from "The Party's Bureaucracy and Socialist Democracy" by Adam Schaff, No 


105 of NB |NUESTRA BANDERA}). 











The Renewal of the Leadership Teama 


Another important aspect of democracy in the party consists of creating suitable 
conditions Lo prevent the changes and renewal of the leadership team from taking 
traumatic or traumatizing forms, The party must operate increasingly as a collec- 
tive entity, which produces its own leadership cadres, in a natural and responsible 
manner, in accordance with the needs of each period. A requisite for this is that 
there be a basic homogeneity in the party insofar as the fundamental line is con- 
cerned: a sense of Eurocommuniam, and revolution of the majority; a homogeneity that 
does not preclude, but that presupposes differences on individual points and public 
dissent, yet making it possible for the changes in individuals not to entail changes 


in that fundamental line, but rather, on the contrary, new probing and development 
thereof, 


(he establishment of the comm ist parties of nationalities and regions which are 
part of the PCE, begun by the party, started several years ago, and has contributed 
to the party's adaptation to its revolutionary tasks, 1 asmuch as it affords greater 
participation by the party in the different cultural and linguistic environments 
which comprise the Spanish State. There is involved herein a problem of major con- 
cern to Eurocommunism and to the 1LOth Congress, on which I cannot dwell for lack 

of space, but which I hope will be discussed in subsequent issues of NUESTRA BANDERA. 


‘he Importance of Theory and Theoretical Debate in a Eurocommunist Party 
vithout a revolutionary theory, there can be no revolutionary practice. 


| do net want to end these brief notes on some of the features of a Eurocommunist 
party without at least a succinct reference to the role and importance of theory. 


o make a Marxist analysis of the reality of today's world, at the end of the 20th 
century, is impossible without putting theory and theoretical debate in a preferen- 
tial place. Abandoning this area makes succumbing to tactical and cyclical orienta- 
tion, or to schematic and sectarian orientation, virtually inevitable. 


ve are experiencing a complex reality in the international realm (bloc policy, seri- 
sus distortions in the countries of "real socialism,” new role of the Third World), 
and in the national realm (development of the struggle for hegemony on the part of 
tue workine class and forces of culture, as well as the social bloc of progress, in 
the transition period, etec.). A theoretical impetus is necessary in the area of 


Marxism, {tn order to understand all the new phenomena in these respects, and to 
investigate what the development of the productive forces entails and, among them, 
sclence in particular, and what implications this holds for the future of mankind. 


lhe theoretical impetus must revert to our practice, enhancing the general level of 
training of all communist militants, which requires debate on the national and inter- 
national problems in total depth, and helping to gear our everyday practice to the 
stratery of struggle on behalf of socialism. 














The Party # Independence 


At the same time, that enhancement of the party's general theoretical level, and 
putting theory in ite proper place, ia a means of guaranteeing and establishing 

on very ftirm foundations the party's fundamental feature, without which none of 
what has been said thus far would make sense, and without which it would, in parti- 
cular, be impossible to make the revolution. That fundamental feature is the 
party's independence with reapect to any other communist party or state, regardless 
of how very socialiat it might be. 


We must prove today that this fundamental trait of our policy and our party is pro- 
ductive, because we are capable of progressing, of admitting our shortcomings and 
mistakes, and of affirming for ourselves, in total depth, the conditions for the 
socialist revolution in Spain, and the type of party that can lead it, 


PCE Relationship With Intellectuals 
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[Excerpts from text of resolutions by Firesc Assembly uf Intellectuals, Professionals 
and Artists, 23=<25 Jan 81) 


[Excerpt|] We are continuing the publication of the resolutions from the First Assem- 
bly of Intellectuals, Professionals and Artists, sponsored by the PCE and held on 
23, 24 and 25 January of this year. The resolution which we are printing below was 
prepared by the commission on "the organic inclusion of professionals, intellectuals 
and artists in the party." 


Organizational and Political Problems 


In view of this situation, the PCE assumed wait-and-see positions on occasion, 
without submitting initiatives and proposals capable of mobilizing the workers and 
citizens as a whole, and without a medium-term perspective that would place our 
everyday political activity in a program of deepseated social transformations. 


Following the territorialization process, the movements of professionals, intellec- 
tuals and artists which, as we all know, played a decisive role, along with the 
working class, in the struggle for democracy, in which we communists had an unques- 
tionable leading presence, with strong organizations typified by their great poli- 
tical activity, their injection into the social fabric and a clearly democratic 
concept of the party's internal existence, have suffered an almost total disappear- 
ance, both in their influence on Spanish society and with respect to the permanence 
of the militants from these sectors in the party's organizations. 


However, it would not be fair to claim that the cause of the decapitalization of our 
professional organizations is due exclusively to an organizational problem, but 
rather has a strongly political component. In this connection, we should mention: 


The non-achievement of the democratic rupture. 


The repercussions of the economic crisis on our country. 











The lack of forme of organization suited to the new situation after the Ninth Congress, 


In contrast to what held true during the dictatorship, the absence of a clearcut, 
attractive political alternative, with a concrete easence and proposals, 


The meager information conveyed to the militants through organizational channels. 
This decapitalization has also been affected by: 

The excessive attention to inatitutional activity, to the detriment of other work, 
The lack of political debate and participatory activity in many party organizations, 


The depoliticization which has occurred among a great many militants who, in most 
inatances, are participating less in the discussion and political practice than they 
did during the clandestine period. 


The existence of an excessive profesaionalization in po.itics. 


The spurious contradiction between workers and professionals fostered by such dero- 
gatory expressions as “silver tongue." 


Proposals tor Recovery 


in view of this analysis, the First Assembly of PIA [Professionals, Intellectuals 

ind Artists| must be an initia) element for recovering the PIA, so that they may 
participate in the party's internal activity, especially with the prospect of the 
\Oth Congress, the purpose of which must be to intensify the debate and to develop 
internal democracy, avoiding controversies that are currently distorting its essence. 


in this direction, rccovering the initiative in the movements of intellectuals, 
professionals and artists for the tasks of intensifying democracy and constructing 

a social bloc of progress necessarily entails our recovery, in the party, of a policy 
implying the development of the Eurocommunist strategy, which need not be identified 
jutomatically with the political practice of recent years that has been confined to 
excessively general proposals; as well as a policy of extensive democratic alliances, 
chiefly with the PSOE, based on a program of concrete alternatives for each one of 
these sectors, that will identify our party with a democratic image and practice 
which will destroy the contradiction that sometimes exists between democratic speech 
and bureaucratized practice (something that has, to a large extent, entailed the 

loss of social credibility in our political plan), and which will enable the mili- 
tants as a whole to realize not only that they have freedom of speech, but also that 
their opinions are used in devising the party's policy. 


josed on all the foregoing, the First Assembly of PIA resolves to submit to the 
Madcvid Provincial Committee the following organizational proposal: 


That groups or other sectorial forms of organization be created for the PIA. 


That the .rovincial Committee convoke the comrades from each sector, so that, with- 
in a period of a month, they may establish *+-.r own organizational proposal and 














submit it to the Provincial Committee, In this proposal, it will be necessary to 
probe into topies such as the following, as well: 


Political essence of these sectorial organizations. 
Necessary autonomous preparation of their reapective sectorial policies, 


Methods which allow for twofold participation, if desired, in the territorial 
organization and the pertinent sectorial one. 


The Provinctal Committee and a commission comprised of representatives from each 
sector will pursue this process and will, on an organizational basis, convoke a 
new assembly that will finalize the foregoing proposals. 


The Provinetal Committee must give provisional approval for the organizational 


system that resulte from this pr s which we are initiating today, and disseminate 
it among the party as a whole, « ‘t it may be used in the discussion of the 
Seventh Conference and, in view o he special nature of the situation among these 


sectors, it must guarantee the new organizations full political rights to participate 
in that Seventh Conference. 


All the toregoing does not imply that there is an overall questioning of the process 
of territorialization pursued by the party, but rather represents a development of 
the resolutions of the Cordoba Central Committee which had not been accomplished 

to date. We also think that the combined resolutions of the Assembly should be 
published in the weekly MUNDO OBRERO. 


Evolution of PCE Policy 
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[Article by Fidel Alonso, PCE Central Committee member and secretary general of 
Workers Commissions Madrid Labor Union] 


[Text] Lf we had to have a starting point from which to analyze the transition 
period and the PCE policy during thie per‘od, it would unquestionably be the legis- 
lative elections of 15 June. 


After that date, the party's fundamental goal was to have an influence on the prepa- 

ration of a constitutional text made on the basis of the understanding and democratic 
unity of the different political forces concerned with isolating the continuist posi- 
tions, putting the policy of consensus into motion. 


This policy made possible the Constitution which replaced the Francoist laws with 
a broad consensus among parties with very different features. In this way, those 
forces or parties which were attempting to prevent the political change, replacing 
it with a reform of a continuist type, were displaced. 


The party made a very strong defense of the constitutional draft submitted to the 
Spanish people for a referendum after it had been prepared. It was clear in our 
arguments from the outset that what was being subjected to a referendum was the 








legal tramework, depending on subsequent development, and that this constitutional 
dratt had a content appropriate for guaranteeing free, democratic coexiatnce with 
the limitations germane to the capitaliat sysetem's model of society. But whether 


or not tt would have progressive features would be determined by the development 
that was to take place later, 


When the time comes to analyze thie entire period, we cannot forget the way in 

which we emerged from the dictatorship, and the fact that this did not occur with 

a definite break, The transition from the dictatorship to democracy has been filled 
with problema, contradictions and atrong tenaion at times,and by the understandable 


conftliet among the various political and social forces in defending each of their 
clase intereste, 


Under these hietorfcal conditions and circumstances, it is important to stress that 
the polley of ec  entrattion and consensus is a just policy, which has made a deci- 
sive contributtlon to the consolidation of democracy. But, when it is time to ana- 
lyee the progress of this entire process, that must not prevent us from considering, 
in a selt-critietal fashion, those events that have not taken place as we anticipat- 
ed. For example, in my view the party's policy has not been developed in its entire- 
ty and, a8 a result, the gains and conquests are not as positive as we would have 
wished, For this entire policy of pacts and consensus to have been carried out in 
all its essence, it was indispensable to achieve a government of democratic concen- 


tration, capable of fulfilling and seeing to the .ulfillment of the agreements which 
were reached by way of consensus. 


‘his did sot happen in that way: the UCD's [Lemocratic Center Union] right became 
entrenched in power, seizing the initiatve to lend a retrogressive interpretation 
to the Moncloa Pacts and the Constitution. 


ce nonfulfiillment of the Moncloa Pacts, the refusal to sign new socioeconomic agree- 
ments, the dissolution of the Cortes when the Constitution had been approved and the 

alling of legislative elections before the municipal elections were the first signs 
of the right wing direction of the UCD and its government policy. 


‘he policy of pacts and consensus which, among other positive features, has had some 
hiahly important effects of political stabilization during the entire transition 
period, has, at the same time, had demobilizing effects of which the government has 
taken advantage to carry out its policy. It is precisely in the area of mobiliza- 
tion that the party has failed extensively, in my view; because events have proven 
to us that, when agreements are reached between hostile forces and classes, the 
op ective conditions for their fulfillment or the prospect for creating them must 
exist. Understandably, the party attempted to create those condition; for the 
purpose of forming a government of democratic concentration; ana, in the specific 
instance of the Moncloa Pact, it cited the need for creating a commission for 
|lowup and control which would guarantee the total fulfillment thereof. 


These proposals were rejected, and the party did no. provide the essential elements 

for pressure that would force the government and other forces to fulfill the agree- 
vents. Over a long period, the party has appeared, not as the most dynamic and 
mbative opposition party, leading the wor’ , Class and the popular strata in the 





constant struggle to improve the soelal and economic conditions, and paving the way 
for a more democratic, more just and more egalitarian society, but rather as a party 
of collaboration and restraint of the mobilization that became necessary. 


Having heard some statements, which were surely heightened by the complexity of the 
time, I have the impression that there has been an attempt to lead us to the spuri- 
ous and in some instances catastrophie conclusion that we have done everything wrong 
and that everything must be changed here; and, on the other hand, the position that 
is immobilizing in my opinion, to the effect that we have done everything well, and 
that our policy should not be changed at all, beeause self-criticism and an attempt 
to correct mistakes means running counter to Eurocommunisn. 


We communists must realize Chat, when we make a self-critical analysis of our policy, 
we are putting something fundamental to Marxism into practice, and that in this 
instance its purpose is to adjust the party's policy, ridding it of the elements 

that have had a negative effect on our endeavor, so that it will be consistent with 
the concrete situation today. The party must establish a strategy of struggle, with 
short, medium and long-term perspectives and objectives, the goal of which is to 
guide and direct the working class and other sectors of soctety that are being 
harmed by the present situation. 


trends in Eurocommunist Thinking 
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Mar 51 


[Excerpts from serialized article by PCE Executive Committee member Ramon Mendezona: 
"Notes on Eurocommunism’ | 


[13-19 Feb 81 p 41] 
\Excerpt] The PCE's Sixth Congress 


During the past 10 or 12 years, a series of events has occurred on the international 
scale which have had a decisive effect on our proposals. 


fhe "French May" which came to represent the end of the postwar period of economic 
prosperity, typified by neocapitalist illusions and the preeminence of a reformist 
ideology which considered the main social contradictions of classic capitalism to 
be integrated into the system. 


And the "Prague Spring" which represented a concrete attempt, in a society that had 
destroyed the private capitalist ownership of the fundamental means of production 

and of change, to seek a political structure for socialism different from the Soviet 
model: a new presence of the masses, a new relationship between democracy and social- 
ism. Much earlier, in 1960, ridding itself of the Stalinist impediment, the PCE 

had devised at its Sixth Congress the major lines for progress toward socialism, 

with the perspective of the development of democracy; toward the anticipation that 
"the vast majority of the country, concerned about the triumph of socialism and 
headed by the working class, would be able to use Parliament, with the backing of 

a strong mass movement, to transform the nature of the organs of power, converting 





them tonto tnstruments that would operate in the service of the people and of the 
woctallat cause, In thie way, tt would be possible to socialize the principal 
meane of production." And che Sixth Congress underscored two other renewing 
aspects: Chat the pe sage to socialist cooperativist systems in the rural areas 
would take place in # gradual manner, and on the basis of the free will of the 
farmers; and that the integration of the business firms of the petite-bourgeoisie 
and the nonmonopolistic bourgeoiste into the socialist economy would take place in 
a progressive manner, taking the interests of those sectors into consideration. 
Moreover, our concept of "pluralism" (an essential component of Eurocommunism, 
which has not yet been formulated as such) was clearly explained in the statement: 
"The socialist state and democracy could be established in Spain in a parliamentary 
system, with a plurality of political parties representing the various classes and 
strata interested in the achievement of socialism.... The Communist Party will play 
the leading (not dominant) role in the progress toward socialism, in an alliance 
with other partles,.” 


And, with respect to organization, the Sixth Congress proposed a shift: converting 
the party into a party of masses. 


fhe escential innovation that we introduced, even with respect to Gramsci, consisted 
of recognizing and attirming a new relationship between democracy and socialism, 


the possibiliye of winning and organizing socialist power in a new way: progressive 
democracy, the plurality of forces and a new proposal on this basis relating to the 
problem of alliances, and the line of class and poiitical unity. 


the Karlovy=Vary Conference (1965), Comrade Dolores Ibarruri forcefully cited to 
ommunist and workers parties of Europe ‘only those of Romania, Yugoslavia and 
Albania wore missing) the need to respect the independence of each party in the 
preparation of their policy, and to know how to use it thoroughly, "becoming merged 
with the reality of the country itself, becoming identified with the latter's 
gressive traditions and acting as perpetuators and achievers of them during 
the present phase of history; integrating Marxism into the national culture and 
thought, and becoming merged with the national, popular, working class." 


‘he concluded by stating: "Real independence is now being shown in the struggle 
within each party against sectarian narrowness, against reducing Marxism to a set 

dead formulas dissociated from and having no reiationship with the reality, in 
the constant effort to probe into this reality, and to apply our theory in a con- 
structive, mobilizing fashion." 
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erpt| The Moscow Conference of Communist and Workers Parties (1969) 
important time of development for the PCE was the Moscow Conference of 


inist and Workers Parties, the preparation for which >egan in Budapest in March 


renaratory work was started by Comrade Santiago Alvarez, who headed our dele- 


t 


zation, stressing in his speech some matters that we considered fundamental: 





That the conference could not have the intention of condemning or excommunicating 
any communist party. 


That, unlike what holds Crue within each communist party, wherein democratic cen- 
tralinm preevatla and must prevail, in the international communist movement it is 
Impossible to start with thie criterion in establishing an agreement. 


That the unity of the communist movement which we are attempting to reestablish and 
reintorce cannot be that of the time of the Communist International, or that of oth- 
er past periods. Today, an international leading center does not exist (nor can it 
actually exist). We must base this unity on equality among the communist parties, 
on diversity e autonomy in each party, for devising, with the inspiration of our 
theory, ite o ine of progress toward the revolution, striving to achieve an 
alliance of | ‘6 capable of attaining this lofty goal. This unity must at all 
times take ec. ully inte account the individual features and conditions marking 

the concrete uation In which the various communist parties are struggling. 


We in a group of delegations persistently cited the need for and usefulness of open, 
friendly controntation, which would not bypass the differences (these, moreover, 

were known publicly) that had been exacerbated by the heated "Czechoslovak question." 
fhe international conference should be an occasion for a free, fraternal exchange 

of views and, at the same time, for a search for types of unity of action against 
imperialism, which was the common enemy. 


This became all the more necessary because, faced with the differences, some returned 
to their dogmatic inclinations, resorting to labels and insinuations, and to a process 
of attributing intentions to other parties, instead of undertaking a discussion of 
ideas among comrades, with a constructive spirit. 


By dint of a discussion in the working group, there was success in making a consi- 
derable change in the original draft document. A series of very important problems 
remained to be solved: the worsening of the crisis of imperialism, to which the 
herole struggle of the Vietnamese people contributed greatly, and which demanded of 
our movement a more offensive and creative position, addressing the new and compli- 
cated problems posed by life; the change of structures in contemporary capitalism, 
as a result of the second scientific and technical revolution, which caused the 
advent of new and more extensive possibilities of an alliance for the working class 
(hence our concept of the alliance between the forces of labor and culture), and 

in the struggle for a political and social democracy as a phase in the transition 
to socialism; and, at the same time, the assimilation of the potentia! new forces, 
particularly the youth. There was a need for a rejuvenation of the communist move- 
ment, which the communist parties daringly opened up to the youth, as something 
fundamental, so that they might play their revolutionary role. In short, the need 
for the communist parties to develop as strong national and class parties, as an 
expression of the national interest to be sure, something which required the inde- 
pendence of each party, and its capacity to devise its own strategy with complete 
autonomy. 


As for the problems of the communist movement, we were of the opinion that its unity 
was conceivable only in diversity; that it was necessary to remake that unity, on 
a new level, with everyone, based on diversity and mutual respect; a unity without 











a center or a leading party, a unity that would allow for and guarantee the india- 
pensable independence of each party, and diversity, a factor for the enhancement 
ot our movement. 


[In discussing our concept of socialism in Spain, Santiago Carrillo stressed at that 
international communiec conference that it would be a system wherein "the political, 
cultural and individual liberties that the bourgeois revolution seized in its atrug- 
mie with the feudal soctety and, in time (and even today, confronted with fascism) 
proved to be a. all-important conquest, would develop, becoming linked with the 
fundamental Liberties which only socialism can insure for the individual, putting 

an end to capitalist exploitation, oppression and unequality." 


In terms that sounded like “heresy” to some hidebound proponents of dogms he empha- 
sized: “Our view of socialism considers pluralism and cooperation from different 
parties of a socialist tendency to be among the typical features stemming from tie 
individual traits of the Spanish revolution." 


With all its flaws, the 1969 conference had some aspects of great merit, and the 

PCE delegation attested to this upon approving the document, in which it was stated: 

"A multitude of new and highly complex problems are posed for communists now. 

fhe present unity must accept diversity. If diversity is not respected, and ii 

every difference of opinion were to be met with summary accusations of ' nationalism,’ 

‘'opportunism,” ‘revisionism,’ ‘rightism' or 'leftism,' the unity of our movement 

vould be weakened increasingly. Discussion and criticism must be fostered among 

is, with a creative Marxist spirit, and mutua’ respect, without interference that 
uld threaten the unity and efficacy of the struggle of one party or another.” 
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“xeerpt) The Berlin Conference (June 1976) 


Jith the preparations for it started in Warsaw by 28 communist and workers parties 
of Europe, and continued in Budapest and Berlin, after a difficult, marathon discus- 
sion, it convened in the capital of the GDR over «a year after the date initiclly 
set. 


A fundamental component, which had to withstand more than one onslaught from those 
.tubbornly clingling to dogma, was consensus, in other words, the fact that the 
onference document had to be acceptable to everyone. 


in opposition to the attempts to devise a document that would be a kind of general 
‘ine, of a resoluti a type or as a kind of global theoretical-political analysis, 
wo advocated a kind of clear, concrete manifesto on the five or six fundamental 
es wherein we were all in agreement, addressed to communists, socialists, 
ttians, etc., with objectives that could be fulfilled. 


Amone these palpitating issues, we suggested the f: llowing: 


r a Europe without military blocs. 
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Some imagined tt ia the sense that the “touchstone” of internationaliam was «tii! 


the unconmdletona, delense of everything done by the Soviet Union and of everything 
done to the Sevtet Union, However, internationaliam today requires an equal soli- 
darity with all these who are struggling in the world for peace, democracy and 


ag0ocialian., 


At a dif‘erent Cime, our solidarity with the USSR was so absolute and so trusting 
that it led us to approve of actions that proved to be real crimes, 


in upholding the need for a new internationaliam with broader bases than proletarian 
internationaliam, we Cook tate account the fact that new democratic and national 
‘orces had entered Che battleftleld, and hence it was important not to limit the 
opportuntties for an alliance based on anti-imperialist solidarity against the 
reactionartes, by usuing restrictive, ambiguous terminology. 


ihe PCL dec.egattion made our status a8 4 national and, at the same time, internation- 
int party, a8 proven throughout our entire history, quite clear. But we could not 
wr « the fact that “proletarian internationalism,” .cterpreted in a sui generis 


inner, had been invoked to justify an intervention in Czechoslovakia and that, in 
name of that alleged “internationalism,” the atLempt to split our party had been 
adi ther parties suffered similar attacks). 


e Berlin conference document, there was retained the term “internat ion- 
» resulting from a debate which ‘ar transcended semantics. 


the 


e stressed that, instead of the expression "Marxism-Leninisma,’ 
ed document mentions only "the gi eat ideas of Marx, Engels and Lenin. 


na: Eur ymmunism is Born 


the preparations for the Berlin conferen:e, a memorable event took 


. iteral meeting in Liorna (July 1975) between the Italian Communist 
ty at the Spanish Communist Party. 


‘fantiago Carrillo said: “We are in a period of obvious worsening ol 
isis of capitalism. Either we progress toward a strengthening of 
xtending ic increasingly to the economic and social realm, or we run 
eeing the rise of reactionary authoritarian formulas again, of which 
und democratic forces would be victims. 


. the defense of democracy and progress towar’ socialism 
llia the communists with socialists, socia. democrats, Christians 
gressive forces; and not only in the defense of democracy and progress 
ilism, but also in the defense of world peace and cooperation. 


ithentically class policy that can be carried out in Europe today, 


i Gc, outdated sectariat 4 ies would only serve to isolate the 
inguard, divide tne progressive .vrces and prepare for another defeat 





the Liorna Declaration may be regarded aa the beginning of the birth of Eurocommunien, 


The democratic attategy of both partles stipulates that the socialiem for which they 
are ottuggling “le based on che affirmation of the value of personal and collective 
Liberties and the guarantee thereof, the non-officialization of a state ideology, 
its democratic articulation, the plurality of parties with free dialectics, labor 
union autonomy, religious Liberties, Lreedom of speech, culture, art and aciences, 
in the economic area, a soctaliat solution ia called for to ineure great productive 
development, through a policy of democratic planning, which will foster the coexis- 
tence of different types of public and private initiative and management.” 


These ideas (rom the Liorna Declaration were developed and acquired, so to speak, 
the force of law in the PCE's Program-Manifesto, which was approved at the Second 
National Conference (September 1975). The following were preeminent among the 
tashe which Che antimonopoiistic, anti-large estate democracy would have to perform: 


"A guarantee of individual rights and democratic liberties related to speech, the 
press, assembly, demonstration, agssoctation and representation for all political 

and ideological movementsa: a democrati« management of the state mass media; respect 
for universal suffrage, based on proportionate representation, as a source of nation- 
ul so vereignty; freedom of conscience; full guarantees for freedom of culture; 
respect for labor union treedom and the right to strike; independence of the justice 
system; abolishment of the death penalty; and reform of the prison system." 


And, calling tor political and ideological pluralism, the Program-Manifesto outlined 
the orientation “toward a democratic, multipartisan model of socialism, wherein all 
the personal and political Liberties won in the previous period will not only be 
retained, but also raised to a higher level; a socialism based on the popular sover- 
eignty expressed through universal suffrage. 


“The plurality of parties has established another feature of the type of socialism 
that we consider Likely for Spain: the socialist state will not have an official 
philosophy; a free and open ideological struggle will be waged, even among the 
related socialist torces. 


"The devising of paths to and forms of socialism in Spain will critically consider 
the experience of the countries in which socialism was victorious previously, and 
the contributions that they may produce in the search for a model of socialism for 


the capitalist countries.” 


And, with a critical spirit, it remarked: “We communists must still eliminate the 
vestiges of inflexibility and dogmatism that have come to us from the past of our 
movement, and that could be a deterrent today. We must attempt to surmount the 
times when communism was a kind of church, with its ‘gods' and its ‘dogmas,’ a 
kind of closed 'sect,' and a repository of ‘static, indisputable truths.'” 


In bis speech at the Berlin conference, Santiago Carrillo explained what he calied 
“our period of childhood” as follows: 


“We communists were born and raised under conditions of struggle and persecution 
comparable only with those experienced by the early Christians: The latter were 
thrown to the wild beasts, crucified and forced into the catacombs; they resisted, 
holding fast to their faith, their beliefs and their symbols, until they destroyed 





the social barrier that excluded them, We have experienced a similar situation, 
and in Many countries we have not yet emerged from it, The suffering that our 
parties have had to withstand (and are atill withatanding), and our period in the 
catacombs, have created in our ranks a bond between scientific socialiam and a kind 
of mystique of sacrifice and predestination: we have become somewhat of a new 
church, with our martyre and our prophets, For many years Moscow, where our dreams 


began to be fulfilled, was like our Rome, We talked about the great October Social- 
iat Revolution as if it were our Christmas," 


And he added this projection into the future: "If we communists want to capitalize 
on the past sacrifices and continue to be the bearers of the hopes for emancipation, 
we must become increasingly the standard-bearers of the aspirations of the people 

in our nations and states, so that we many succeed in giving the forces of work 


and culture access to the hegemonic role that befits them in those nations and 
atates, 


“These new probleme are ones which wave produced differences and even divergence 
among us, which can only be surmounted by an open discussion, criticism and self- 
criticiem, and by a recognition of the iversity of national paths to and forms of 
socialism and of socialist policy.” 


And there in Berlin the PCE's secretary general defended Eurocommunism in these 
ery clear terms: 


“it is obvious that we communist parties in the developed capitalist countries or 

| those with an advanced level of development are faced with a unique problem, 
ind specitic requirements for the developmen. of the class struggle in our environ- 
ment, which have led us along paths to and forms of socialism that are not exactly 
the same as in other countries. This is an objective fact that we must accept. 


© hegemony of the Corces of work and culture who are now leading the struggle 
or soctalism in our countries will not be achieved with dictatorial methods, but 
rather with respect for political and ideological pluralism, without a single party 
ind with adherence at all times to the results of the universal suffrage. It is 
ir desire that this process be carried out through peaceful channels, with the 
catense, constant participation of the popular masses. But we do not preclude the 

that it may be necessary to defend the democratic liberties with force if 

reactionary minorities defeated by the suffrage should threaten them with a coup 


is diversicy in our movement must be accepted for once and for all, and there 
ust be an abandonment of all types of intrigue for counter‘ng it. The differences 
will not lead us into any schism, if no one sets up his own concepts as a dogma, 
ind it we maintain a position of Marxist creativity toward the phenomena of change 
inherent in the period in which we are living.” 
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erpt| Continuing and Intensifying This Development 


ive described some milestones in the de’: ment of Eurocommunism by the PC! 
' A - 
igh a polemical debate in the communist movement, based on our “praxis” and 





the new international phenomena, it t# a fact that this development needs to be 
continued and intensified. The taaue ia immense and impassioned. 


it would be worthwhile recalling a few excerpts from the speech by Comrade Enrico 
ferlinguer at the rally at the Monumental buliring in Madrid, when he said: 


"At the pregent t'me, the youth, even those who recognize the historic value of the 
great national and popular proletarian revolutions that have occurred since the 


Vetober Revolution of 191/, do not feel attracted by the ways in which socialism 
has been achieved up until now. 


“From all this stems the possibility, which I would also call the great occasion 
offered us, if we know how to give credibility to and cause advancement of, with the 
ideas that we propose, with the functions that we hold and with the expertence that 
we create, the notion that there can be a new socialiem, constructed through methods 
ditterent from those pursued thus far by the workers movement, in both the East and 


“Is this not precisely the key to Lurocommuniem? Eurocommunism is a path that has 
been enhanced and supported by the experience, victories and defeats undergone by 
the socialists and communists of the entire world; but the criticism has tended to 
surmount them, seo as to arrive at a socialist solution that is historically and cul- 
turally geared to the best traditions and the present conditions of the West. It is 
i path to socialism which, as we have often commented, is advancing in each one of 
its phases, respecting the rules of democracy and guaranteeing liberty. It is a 
path to socialism which, if it is to prove victorious, requires and understanding 

( jJeading to a unifying rearrangement on new bases) among all the forces which 

really represent the working class and the popular masses of Western Europe, what- 
ever their inspiration may be; and it also requires a resumption of dialog and the 
easing of international tension; it requires cooperat ion and peace.” 


We are facing the debate that will precede our party's 10th Congress, an open, demo- 
ratic debate among communists and with a projection to the entire society. 


We are not unaware of the fact that, in the offensive against Eurocommunism, wherein 
forces of different types and even opposing forces have converged, a genuine “display 
confusion” is being nurtured, 


The state ot the suntry, beset by a serious economic crisis, with a political power 
inclined toward the right, and with a democratic system that is still weak and 
incapable of providing solutions to the major problems, has given rise to disillu- 
sionment and abstenttonist Sometimes, it has caused reactions of a nonsolidary 

‘rporative and labor union type; and on other occasions, radicalism and positions 
which are rather testimonia 


rhe international situation, with its tensions, with the aftermath of the crisis 
that is no longer merely economic, but in society; with the disturbing progress of 
the right in the leading capitalist countries, and the threat represented by the 
Reagan administration in the United States, combined with the lack of a progressive 
alternative in Europe owing to the dispersion of the working and popular forces, 
is a factor with a powerful negative influence on the world and on every country. 





Now then, Lt Le precisely for this reason that we think that the fundamental, prior- 
ity, political and ideological battle at our 10th Congress must be for the mainten- 
ance and development of the Eurocommunist policy, in ite total Marxist, revolution- 
ary sense, 


In other words, to summarize this series of articles: a democratic path to socialism, 
with pluraliam., 


A concept which implies an independent policy, not determined by any center, any 
party or any state as a guide, 


A poliley that strives to maintain the best relations with all the communist and 
workers parties, and with the liberation movements. 


A polley inspired by the desire to eliminate the division in the communist and 
workers movement, and to improve relations with the socialist parties. 


An internationalist policy of solidarity with all those struggling against imperialism 
and for social and national Liberation. 


\ policy that will serve the peace and the easing of tensions, dissociated from the 
military bloes, the dissolution of which we advocate. 


\n international policy of nonalinement, which will enable the new democratic Spain 
play the role that is incumbent on it in Europe, the Middle East and Latin 
merica. 


Current Issues Facing Eurocommunism 
Madrid NUESTRA BANDERA in Spanish Dec 80 pp 13-21 


‘Excerpts from address by Nicolas Sartorius on "Eurocommunism and the Spanish Crisis,;' 
the Siglo XXI Club in Madrid] 


<cerpts | Speaking or thinking aloud about the crisis from a current communist 
candpoint, from the standpoint of what has been termed Eurocommunism, entails obvious 
of succumbing to the repetition of platitudes, generalizations, simplifications 
what is worse still, the banality of using concepts which have been repeated and 
ed so often that they have ended up losing any meaningful value. However, | 
|| attempt to explain, without any intention of being comprehensive, how a 
t-day communist views this disturbing crisis that we are undergoing, the more 
ess positive solution to which will determine what matters most to all of us: 
the future of Spain. 


tate of the Autonomies 


no less concern, one can observe the evoluti n of the major problem of the 


state's democratic transformation. The legacy is l:aden, and the government's 
inzness is slow and grudging. 








| whall not comment on such critical matters as the delay in the assumption of the 
conatitutional epirit on the part of sectors of our Armed Forces; the fact that the 
security forces are still the same ones as under the former regime; the fact that 
the public administration continues to have the same vices as during the dictator- 
ship, through no fault of the civil servants; in short, a atate which the vast 
nmajoricy of the citizens stillviews with fear and distrust. I shall comment only 
on the matter of the autonomles. 


‘he UCD has moved from "the less autonomy, and the later, the better" to "autonomy: 
what we cannot help but accept;" from “here I draw the face of the future Spanish 
state” to “Let us sit down and see whether what I say is acceptable to you and 
appears to be the view of everyone." 


shat is actually involved is ascertaining whether we are capable of understanding 
yal tive necessary governability of Spain is inseparable from the right to self- 
overnment of the peoples who comprise it. 


(here hae been an obvious reason for the change in policy on the part of the UCD: 
the very strong pressure from the peoples of Spain for their self-government, which 
nas been demonstrated on many occasions in Catalonia, the Basque Country, Andalusia, 
‘faiicta, the Valencian Country or the Canary Islands; a clearcut example of how the 
itizens should act to have the state's problems treated as such, that is to say, 
m the basis of the settlement or agreement of the leading political forces and 
the juntas or autonomous governments. The fact is that the UCD does, indeed, admit 
in theory that the problems of the autonomies cannot be solved without agreement 
yn the part of the leading political forces, but it realizes that this entails 
making concessions, and it resists, maneuvers, promises, does not keep the promises, 
promises again, and seeks methods that would enable it to save face in Andalusia, 
whereas in reality the government's refusal at one time to recognize, for once and 
rer all, the procedure in Article 151, has become a real national disgrace. I 
repeat, a greater degree of governability of Spain will be achieved only with the 
omplete establishment of the state of autonomies called for in the Constitution. 


fany citizens are asking themselves, some with concern: autonomy, all right, but to 
vyhat extent; what is the limit that we should or could withstand? 


im convinced that, at the conclusion of the process, when we have all the autono- 
; established in full operation, the state, interpreted as a group of institu- 


ne stemming from the Constitution and the statutes themselves, will have been 
‘renethened, and, in fact, we shall have an association of the public authorities 
with federative features. 
his will be positive for a number of reasons: first, because it is the proper way 


Fulfilling the peoples’ aspirations for self-government, thus settling an his- 
-oversy that has caused so much bitterness (and sometimes more than 

to be exuded from the hearts of peoples in Spain. Second, because 
-important democratic advancement toward bringing the problems and the 
‘ser to the citizens, regardless of the fact that these governments are 
the hands of social forces similar to those which are governing in 

rf .ird, because the centralism of the Spanish State has always been linked 

— itarian and repressive types of power, ineffective bureaucracy, adminis- 

functional backwardness of the state itself, the distorted and unequal 





yrowth of the economy, and cultural uniformity and impoverishment. The autonomies 
are, in addition, @ strong obstacle to the attempts at involution or authoritarian- 
lam by establiahing a certain dietribution of the state's powers. Fourth, because 
tle complextty of che lasues and problems posed for the society today in an entire 
group of areas requires the decentralization of the decision-making and the tmple- 
mentation thereof, Just as, at one particular time, with the formation of the 
modern state and the departure from feudalism, the concentration of power was a 
factor tor progress, today the deconcentration of that power is the element that 
can cause the soctety to progress, if precise mechanisms for solidarity are estab- 


lished in my view, the reason is as follows: Power, on whatever level it may 
exist, has or should have one preeminent function: to solve the problems of the 
citizens. And, actually, what is a problem? In my opinion, it is a knot of concrete 


contradictions in a process, and these knots of contradictions require a certain 
space and 4 specific type of intervention in order to be properly resolved. 


Hence, the limit on the autonomy or self-government, in the area of the transfer of 
authority, must be determined on the basis of the method that has been explained, 
which is, essentially, the one intended by the Coastitution. There must be a trans- 
ier of the necessary power that will afford the resolution of the accumulated contra- 
dictions that have been posed in the autonomous area (many of which are a result 

of history), and there must be retained in the hands of the state those matters 

which cannot, by their very nature, be resolved except on the level of all of Spain. 
There are, without doubt, others which require settlement on both levels. 


Therefore, although the political desire that the autonomous limit attained by all 
the communities, whether through one article of the Constitution or another, be 
similar at the conclusion of the process is a praiseworthy intention, it should not 
mean uniformity in the matters considered, because that would lead to a nonhistoric- 
al and abstract development. For example, the weight carried by agriculture is not 
the same in Andalusia and Euskadi, nor is that of the language, conversely. 


fhe issue of the autonomies could reach a satisfactory conclusion if the method of 
igreement among the political forces is imposed, if we stringently apply the prin- 
ciple of solidarity, if the capacity for mobilizing the people is kept vigilant and 


if we scrupulously uphold the Constitution of 1978. 

I must admit that I become nervous when I note that, less than 2 years aiter we have 
approved a democratic Constitution, on both sides, directly or indirectly, its 
reform or modification is being proposed. Let us not touch the Constitution for 


many decades; let us remove from it all the juice that it contains of a progressive 
nature, and let us keep this Constitution in force until it is part of the subcon- 
scious of the Spanish people; because the problem is how we can make a noncentralist 
and more democratic state, that is closer to and controlled by the citizens, a state 
that is less bureaucratic and more efficient in its operation, a state that wil! 
increase its capacity to administer affairs and reduce its capacity to coerce indi- 
viduals to accept the Constitution, even though it may increase its intervention 
among those who violate it; in short, a state that is in the service of all the 
citizens, avoiding becoming the possession of one party. 


[he risk to this country if the UCD continues to govern tor a long time is that this 
party may become a regime-party, a .state-party, with the quality of adulteration of 
democratic life and civil stagnation. 











we must, indeed, prevent the UCD from becoming a regime-party in the manner of the 
itallan Christian Democratic Party; but we must also see to it that the great popu- 
lar parties, such as the PSOE (Spanish Socialiat Workers Party] and the PCE in parcti- 
cular, become effective channels for the citizens’ political participation, which 
they are oot mulflelently, that they become increasingly leas closed and more demo- 
cratic, more related to the normal, ordinary people and leas to professional elites; 
wherein the concentration of information which in itself carries the concentration 

of power gives way to a generalized information, wherein the natural tendency toward 
the perpetuation of the leading groups in the party's top echelons is not converted 
into an objective restraint on the development of new energy and initiative. 


Questions for an Alternative 


| am increasingly convinced that the Spanish political and economic right wing is 
incapable ot dealing with and resolving the major issues involved in the economic, 
wlitical, social and cultural modernization of Spain. I believe that the forces 
ind energy for carrying forward this enterprise exist within our society, but it 


is nonetheless true that they are confused, if not impassive toward the lack of ¢ \ear- 
cut, viable alternatives on the part of the left. It must be admitted: the left is 
divided in Spain and in Europe; the left has no alternatives either in Spain or in 
Furope. The right, on the other hand, continues to advance, and therefore the crisis 
is not resolved nor is there progress along the path of easing tension. So much so 
that, among extensive sectors of progressive opinion, some questions have arisen 
requiring new proposais, an imaginative effort and a great deal of work to solve 

them. Let us Look at a few of these questions: 


|. Essential aspects of the current crisis have no solution in the context of a 
single country. This does not mean that many questions cannot be settled within our 
borders. It is simply an attempt to point out that an extensive area of the crisis 
has no solution other than through measures which involve a group of countries. It 
's paradoxical to note that the very parties which have most advocated internation- 
ilism (socialist and communist) are now the ones most incapable of coming up with 

a minimally coherent strategy, even though it might be confined merely to the Euro- 
pean area. In this respect, we have to admit that the bourgeoisie is years ahead of 


us. 


(fhe path toward a different, democratic, socialist society is imconceivable in 
the strict context of the national borders; in other words, the construction of 
socialism in a single West European country seems to me to be an inviable hypothesis. 
‘his is not to say that the development of these countries will be concurrent, or 
that there cannot be progress in one or the other; but I think that this holds true 
miy to the point of what we might term features of an economic and social democracy. 
Socialism is by now a European task, unless unforeseeable cataclysms should occur. 


(fhe social democratic model that has worked for years in certain countries ot 


Northern Europe has met its historical limits; it is being brought into question 
in those very parties and countries, and does not entail an experience of eliminat- 
ing the capitalist society. It is worth repeating: the current crisis has put them 


na state of crisis. 





4, The model of the so-called socialiam "achieved thus far" (as Berlinguer might 
way) has also euffered the consequences of che crisis, and ia of no use whatsoever 
to the West European countries. 


Soctalists and Communists 


But perhaps the most disturbing fact is that there are still significant socialist 
parties which do not admit the limits of their experience, and communist parties 
which do not accept the inviability of the current experiences of socialism for 
developed capitalist societies. Both are still essentially rooted in the positions 
which gave rise to the division of the workers movement during the 1920's, and they 
are a very serious obstacle to the cooperation and unity of the European left. 


Because the key to the attainment of the group of social forces that will be capable 
of modernizing Europe (what we have called the social bloc of progress) and becoming 
injected into a process of democratization and emergence from the crisis on the level 
ot Europe, with the latter playing an autonomous role, includes the big issue of the 
relations between socialists and communists as pivotal points of a broader group of 
forces of different types: social, union, cultural and political, that will offer a 
new direction for the construction of Europe. This task will not be an easy one; 

it will be long and circuitous. But, in my opinion, it is the only one that can 
atford a prospect for the current situation. And when | speak of a process that 
involves Europe as a whole, with its paces and individual features, I am not refer- 
ring to Western Europe alone. I think that the advancement of the left and the 
conquest of an increasingly autonomous role for Western Europe with respect to the 
United States, in a policy of peace and an antiblioc policy, will have to take place 
in a more or less concurrent manner with a democratization of the socialist coun- 
tries, accompanied by an increasing autonomy for the latter with respect to the 
Soviet Union. Thus, a policy of easing tensions, a gradual elimination of the mili- 
tary blocs, the advancement of the left in Europe, the latter's autonomy and demo- 
cracy in the socialist countries form an associated entity that is dialectically 
interrelated. 


The situation is not promising in this diection, but elements have appeared which 
could represent a positive trend: the events in Poland, the evolution of British 
Labourism and Swedish Social Democracy, a greater openness on the part of the CES 
(European Trade Union Confederation] toward new realities and the meeting of West 
European communist parties in Brussels (at which great differences were noted, but 
also a desire to continue discussing the problems of capitalist Europe), the con- 
tacts among German and British social democrats and French socialists with italian, 
Spanish and other communists, the close-knittedness of a certain European left that 
might in the future take some initiatives such as the one that we ourselves inspired 
it a meeting of European progressive parties, concerning the problems of the crisis 
and the easing of tension. However, on the other hand, one observes disturbing 
signs attesting to the difficulty of the endeavor: The French left has become 
increasingly divided, and its relations with the Italian left are experiencing 
their worst period. The British Labour movement has turned to the left, but it is 
entrenched in a nationalism with a dubious resolution. We are have a setback in 

ium 1, and we are not progressing in Spain. For my part, I think that the guide- 
line for ali our activity and strategy must be the reestablishment of two unities 
on two different levels which are nevertheless related: that of the socialists anc 








communists in Spain and Europe; and that of the labor union forces of various 
persuasions within the context of the CES. The meeting ground must be located, 
in search of a progressive, democratic solution to the erisis, and in giving an 
impetus to an autonomous policy of easing tensions and the construction of an 
iavanced, democratic, strong and united Europe, capable of balancing the weight 
of the great powers and of establishing the cooperative relations with the Third 
World countries on new buses, 


Surmounting the Difficulties of Eurocommunism 


Along this path, which is ours, and which is one of the essences of what has been 
called "Eurocommunism," we have encountered difficulties and obstacles. It has even 
been claimed that Eurocommunism has died after the French bolting; and some ingenious 
reporter has even written that all that remains now is "Hispanocommunism." This is 

| Simplitication, and is not in keeping with the reality. Furthermore, the recent 
events in Poland, insotar as the Eastern countries are concerned, and the defeat 

of the Left in the Western countries, so long as it is divided, confirm the correct- 
ness of our position in the analysis of both societies. 


However, it is a fact that the line which we represent is encountering serious diffi- 
culties in making progress. To what are these difficulties due? 


in the first place, to the recurring outbreak of international tension between the 
two Liocs, which has given oxygen to the most retrogressive forces on both sides 
of the trenches, because the way is paved for the original positions of "selecting 
a camp," as if that solved anything. 


Next, to the consequences of the economic crisis itself, with its aftermath of 
"moderate positions" and “radical positions” in the socialist and communist camp, 
which impedes the effort for convergence and unity between those forces. 


Then, to the fact that a line of socialism in democracy, which presupposes total 
independence from the blocs, perhaps for different reasons, likes nothing, neither 
the United States nor the Soviet Union; and it must not be forgotten that they are 
two great powers, with powerful influence and resources. 


rimally, it must be recognized that we are acting on a planwhich has not yet had a 
practical, historical materialization that might serve as a reference point. Hence 
the inadequacies of its theorization, if one does not want to succumb to mere specu- 
lation. 


Where our country is concerned, in my opinion everything depends on the future evolu- 
tion of the relations between the PSOE and the PCE. The pressure for both to become 
converced into traditional parties, one of a social democratic type and the other 


f the old-communist lLine,is heavy. If that were to happen, there would be nothing 
to be done by the left in our country. Hence the tremendous responsibility of the 

members and leaders of both parties to succeed, on the one hand, in making the PSOE 
adopt the line of a socialist party with a desire to really change the society, and 


on the other, in making the PCE hold fast to the orbit of socialism in liberty, 
orobing into the planks that were launched at its Ninth Congress. 





we must be aware of the fact that the evolution of these two parties is interrelated 
and that a shitt in the PSOE toward social democracy would increase the risk of a 
PCE deviation toward more inflexible or sectarian positions, and vice versa. I do 
not think that anyone need be concerned about this eventuality, although there are 
some who think that it would be the desideratum of big capital, and they are not 
wrong. 


Hence, we observe that the obstacles are great, but for this very reason the path 
toward socialism for Spain and Europe that we advocate is a necessity, seeking to 
resolve the two major contradictions of this century: the possibility of a socialism 
with complete liberty and democracy; the possibility of overcoming capitalism with- 
out succumbing to a devastating conflagrat  ‘n again, ome that would perhaps be a 
final one this time. It is difficult to achieve an experience wherein socialism is 
combined with Liberty; because, on the day that this occurs, we shall be contemplat- 
ing an historic event of a scope similar to that represented by the French Revolution 
or the October Revolution of 1917 in Russia. 


The effort is worthwhile; hence, even though the obstacles and difficulties may be 
great, the political desire to advance and probe deeply along this path is very firm. 
The concept of a socialism which represents the intensification of democracy and not 
its reduction in any instance or circumstance (but which is real socialism in the 
economic and social area), the complete independence from any bloc or great power, 
the understanding with the socialists and social democrats, and other progressive 
forces, the view of a process on a European scale, based on our individual features, 
and having a stake in a front of peace and easing of tension: this is the type of 
development that I consider positive for the peoples of Spain and furope. 
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SANTIAGO CARRILLO DEFINES PCE POLICY ORIENTATIONS 
PSUC Regional Congress Problems 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 16-22 Jan 81 pp 4-6 
[Article by Santiago Carrillo: "On the Problems Posed by the Fifth PSUC Congress") 


[Excerpts] The aggravation of domestic and world tensions, dispair, 
frustration and the objective difficulties that our policies encounter increase 
the danger that we will hole ourselves up in our army tents, seek out those 
responsible for these difficulties among our own ranks and engage in a 
Manichean confrontation among Communists in which the blame for things that do 
not go well is put on the Communist Party, while the people who a really 
responsible remain untouched, rubbing their hands with glee. 


Reflecting on the recent past, I think that our biggest mistake was our 
inability to convince the party of the seriousness of the economic crisis, of 
the dangers that it posed for democratic progress and that the rise of our own 
force and the enhancement of the left's real potential was going to be (for 
various reasons that I am not going to detail here, but primarily because of the 
political change) a slow and complex process for which we had to prepare our- 
selves by fostering party stability, developing ideological training (not in the 
old style, however, but by creatively assimilating the new), vitalizing party 
organizations and moving to strengthen the party organization in all spheres. 


Another major error is that during this stage of our legality there has been a 
gradual weakening of the notion of the PCE [Spanish Communist Party] as a single 
whole with common principles and organizational approaches, with a common general 
line, which has given rise (if not in words, surely in deeds) to a number of 
closed or semiclosed borders, with the danger not of the Balkanization of Spain 
but the Balkanization of the PCE. It is not that there is too much democratic 
centralism in the PCE; it is that there is very little on the national level, 
although it does exist within certain nationalities and regions. It is not that 
there 1s an oppressive PCE machine that weighs down its operations; it is that 


the PCE does not have anything close to the kind of machine it needs to assure 
communtcation among the rank-and-file, the intermediate organizations and the 
Central Committee. This is precisely one of the reasons for the shortcomings in 


our internal democratic workings, though not the only one. 


Parallel! to the "closed or semiclosed borders," there has been (though it might 
sound contradictory) littie political initiative among our organizations, perhaps 


? 


lue to the inertia of having been outlawed, as a result of which the central 





leadership took on more responsibility in this area. Moreover, not enough 
attention was paid to the rank-and-file organizations, while the cadres 
devoted themselves more to institutional efforts and committee work on various 
levels. 


Perhaps all of this was hard to avoid, because in a way our party too is in 
a transition period of adapting to the new situation, and this poses very 
serious problems as regards our operations, the promotion and training of 
cadres and the development of organizational structures. Resolving these 
problems will take some time. 


In the case of the PSUC [''nified Socialist Party of Catalonia], although it is 
an organizationally independent party, the status of the PCE delegation at its 
congress, which was the same as the Communist League of Slovenia or the Piedmont 
Federation of the PCL [Italian Communist Party], was obviously improper. Is 
that our status in a party which makes up a jingle whole with the PCE, which 
draws its inspiration from the same principles and has the same general line 

and whose members participate and vote in PCE congresses, on its Central 
Committee and its Executive Committee? 


With regard to the results of the Fifth Congress, we cannot underestimate the 
adverse impact of the gap between the PSUC and the PCE that has been opening 

up for some time because of the breakdown in the established systems of 
cooperation and the - »al lack of communication between the two parties to which 
other shortcomings have led. 


The results of the Fifth Congress of the PSUC have obviously dealt a serious 
blow to its prestige and to the prestige of the PCE as a whole. It is not by 
accident that even the most resronsible comrades in the factions that can be 
regarded as the winners are worried. What happened is a very serious matter. 
It is a radical change of orientation that consists not only of the 

elimination of the term “Eurocommunism"’ but also of what remains as the 
dominant feature in the substance of the proposals. If the latter had been 
unmistakably Eurocommunist, the word itself would have been the least important 
thing; and vice versa as well, if the word were kept, it would have been 
vitiated by the major features of the proposals. 


[ have spoxen of the advisability of a special PSUC congress, prepared tor 
calmly and with every democratic guarantee, thus echoing the proposals voiced 
in Catalonia itself and seeing it as the only effective response to the 
concerns that its new leaders expressed to me about the party's loss of image 
and the conditions under which the Fifth Congress had been prepared and 
conducted. This is not, of course, a customary procedure, but neither are the 
circumstances. The PSUC itself is, of course, the one to make the decision, 
and I have never questioned its jurisdiction in this regard. 


However, although we Communists in the rest of Spain do not have a formal right 
to intervene in the debates and resolutions of the PSUC, we know that Article 
20 of the party's bylaws says: "The PSUC enters into joint agreements with the 
PCE to maintain the same principles, the same general political line and the 
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Crameci apoke of the intellectual actively involved in practical aspects of 
Life as an Organizing, persuasive, permanent builder, referring no doubt to 
the communist intellectual, 


i would go further, I would say that in relation to the organization of the 
party, and pardon my presumptuousnese and immodesty, we are al] intellectuals 
to one degree or another. There are no nonintellectuale in party organization 
because the party's task, whether undertaken by a university professor or a 
metalworker, is an intellectual task of convincing, persuading, organizing, 
mobilizing; it is a task in which an intellectual is basically involved, 


ihe ais ion by territories led to not posting intellectuals (pardon the 
Nrasing) in specific organizations, because that would mean shattering the 
indiaepensable oneness of the party and, comrades, bringing to our ranka a 
rtain degree ot tactionaliem, a sort of division between blue- and white- 
liav workers, which we would Like to aboiish and which we must begin 
boli hing among our own ranks. 


the Exceseses of the Territorial Division 


L tl x that on the basis of the resolutions that have been read here we have 
to begin taking a look at the excesses of the territo 41 division and find 
ways of defining the spheres of sector activity. This requires a close, 
tor by sector examination, and in this regard your contribution is very 
portant. We also have to create centers, meeting places with the proper 
ditions, which do not exist today, so that our intellectuals, artists and 


fessionals can not only relate to each other but also to other progressive 
telleetuals, artists and professionals. We have not set up such centers, and 
think that one of our specific tasks is to do so. 


Parallel to this, we have to guard against falling back into the "worker- 
minated” trend, this being an effort in which you again have to help us. 


e Actual Cases ft Sector Groupings 
} ike to add, in any case, that it would be very simplistic to say that 


f intellectuals have divorced themselves from party work and even from 
just because of the territorial division. 


| © @ mistake because there are sector groupings that are not exempt 
es of membership and declining activity, and as an example I would 

it whet i8 going on in the universities. I emphasize the importance of not 

yversir fying because in that case we would sight of the objective factors 
that entioned at the outset of this address. What I mean to say is that the 

' change, of increasing influence for the party in society Lasted 
t i rf until (9-9, @s far as we can gage today. We must not forget that at 
he arty won a iot of votes; in other words, a loss of membership 

t necessarily mean a decline in party influence on the social fabric. 

if fe by the election resuits, our influence increased as membership 


leclin And in this regard we have brought up an issue that I think is for 








the entire party, not just ite intellectuals: to conduct a survey and find out 
the real reasons for our lose of membership, because | am certain that there 
are a variety of reasons, and in order to assess them in @ serious fashion, we 
would have to conduet such @ survey in each group and find out why a4 number of 
party affiliates or members have left, 


| am not ping to delve into this issue now. I am going to conclude by noting 
that linked with these problems are many others that your resolutions have 
dealt with more or less comprehensively, such as the need to transtorm our 
organizations into living, democratic, mass institutions, such as the problems 
stemming from the inadequate relationship today between the party rank-and-file 
and leadership, the gap between the public office and the party, inetitutional 
work and mobilization work, I feel that there are, in fact, many problems, 

and our 10% Congress will have to take them up and take them up thoroughly, 
which means that we cannot just scratch the surface. 


The iUth Congress 
Yhat is the J|O0th Congress going to be? It is going to be what the party wishes 
it to be, because it is going to be a democratically prepared congress, although 


they are also going to try and "prepare it for us" from the outside. 


| think that the congress must broach the country's real problems, the crisis, 
solution to the crisis, the political situation, strengthening the party. 


lo the xtent possible, this congress should not ff on abstract ideological 
tangents, but 1t must reaftirm and underscore th: y's Eurocommunist policy 
y developing and furthering 1t so that we can gen e a collective element 
that does not yet exist in our party: the conviction that a revolution in our 
nts an be undertaken only through the development and intensification of 


lemocracy, that there is no other way. 
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lhe Communiaet Party and Pacta 


{ would say to those who call our party a party “of pacts” that yes, the history 
of the PCE is a history of political pacts, just like the history of all revo- 
lutionary parties that have exerted an influence on society. And I would add 
that without political pacts, without alliances, without agreements, the 
Communiat Party alone is incapable of moving towards socialism, neither 
democratically, as we propose, or by any other path. I say this, I repeat, 
because it i@ somewhat in vogue to regard any pact, any agreement, any alliance 
as something bad, when in fact pacts, agreements and alliances have been the alpha 
and omega of our party's struggle throughout its history. 


At the congress we have to try and provide greater freedom for and greater 
participation in theoretical research, and from the congress must emerge a 
clear view that is not going to automatically enthuse the party, comrades, as 

explained at the outset. We can be happy if this view convinces the party, 
arouses the party's awareness and thus arms the party so that it can convey 
thie view to society as a whole, 


bviously, this view can only come about on the basis of an agreement with the 
lett, an a@preement basically with the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party], 
and the creation of a bloc for progress, and this view must aim clearly at our 
socialist horizon 


Effect of Coup Attempt 


Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 6-12 Mar 81 pp 20-21 


Excerpts] The secretary eeneral of the PCE, Santiago Carrillo, appeared 

relaxed, even tellit a few jokes, when we interv’ ewed him shortly after the 
successful coup d'etat “That night in the Sala de los Relojes in Congress," 
telis us, “when I , Guerra, Sahagun, Gutierrez Mellado and I were 

urrounded by the submachine guns, | though to myself: Look at where these guys 

ten us to form a national coalition!” His next words reflected a 
rave ymeern, however: “We still do not have a people or a party that can 
tand to a coup d'etat. We need 3 or 4 more years of freedoms, under a 


it that inspires more confidence and reflects more changes. 


ver and above the ciccumstances, regardless ot how dramatic they have 
tries to get to the root of what happened. "For some time," he 
t , is, ‘we Communists had been pointing out, in that very forum, the 
fra | f the democratic system in our country.” The ineffectiveness of the 
i\iteryv’s information services to prevent a move by people who had already 
ted of an attempted coup could suggest some degree of complicity in 


tary's princiyal information media. What allegedly caused the coup 


. 1 addition to tle king's decisive intervention ("and the mass media") 
tf circumstances that prevented the Brunete Armored Division from 
; 
a t3 
him the example of the half million Portuguese who rallied spon- 


when the coup by General Spinola was announced, and he replied that 














a revolution had taken place in Portugal, with Communist ministers in the 
government, none of which we have achieved here, "What we Communists have to 
realize," he tells us, “and make everyone else realize is that we are walking 
along a very narrow path here and that we all have to proceed along it until, 
through a process that will take time, we can identify the State's institutions 
more with the constitution," 


We cannot fool ourselves about the situation: "The whole thing could go to 
hell," he tells us in a calm voice, "and going to hell means not only that 
there will be more joblessness but rioting too, not only wage cuts, which 
there will be, but violence too and not only more bankrupt businesses, but a 
Spain that will be isolated from Europe as well, 


"Because of its very simplicity, the message that we Communists have to convey 
difficult, bute IL think that anybody with an ounce of brains realizes that 
happened could happen again and that if it does, it will be for real." 


One of the Communist Leader's main concerns seems to be stalling for time, but 
stalling tor time so that the people gain confidence and faith in democratic 
institutions and so that the army itself can undergo a process ot education and 
identification with the constitution. This means that both the people and the 
army must have the impression that the government is really governing, that it 
is coming to grips with unemployment and terrorism, that it is clear about 

the development of home rule and that it is proceeding with the democratization 
of State machinery. "But for this to happen," he emphasizes strongly, "the 
left he » be in government. The reaction of the Socialists in the wake of 
the coup has been important and constructive, but not the UCD's [Democratic 
Center Union]. Even though some of its leaders came out in favor of a 

oalition solution as they were leaving Congress as the coup petered out and 
even though quite a few UCD deputies applauded Felipe Gonzalez’ initiative, 


Calvo-Sotelo's response has been negative. 


As tar as tne Communist leader is concerned, if the Calvo-Sotelo administration 
is not merely a transition government, it could lead us into a dangerous 


Situation. "It will prolong the image of a power vacuum, which could encourage 
the people who want a oup.” 
As we wet talking with Santiago, what was to be the largest demonstration in 
pain’: istory had just been called. Santiago commented to us about and spoke 
ut a@vainst the YA editoriai that questioned the need tor the demonstration. 
‘It's ver annoying to the right wing for the AP |Popular Alliance] and the UCD 
t stan weside the PCE and PSOE. It might also te very tough for some 
Communist Nevertheless, this demonstration is a victory for democracy. We 
lave w that the Left does not stand alone in defending democ: and that 
t ! ros tion of Congress backing freedom and the constitution.” 
int aTrililo é ; hat happened as confirmation of the correctness of the 
iMuring transition. “When we ac: epted the constitutional 
we mmunist i something that curned out to be true: ‘The 


t issue 18 dictatorship or democracy; 








lle emphasizes how important it was that after the coup the king called together 
all parties, ineluding the Communist Party, as Calvo-Sotelo clearly attempted 
to exclude the party during the investiture debate, 


\f we are unable to form a bloc of political forces that are for freedoms and 
lemocracy,” he explains, "it will be very hard to defend freedoms and democracy, 
Jhoever does not understand this and is not realistic has no right to call 
himself Marxist, or Leninist either, of course." 


He tells us how on the night of the coup he thought that outside the Congr: s 
there would be some 2,000 members of the Communist Party, who could not reaily 


far » to this serious fact. "The only barrier between the people who staged 
© coup and democracy was the king, but we can't always be putting him in the 
front lin ” 
how in recent times not only has a certain power vacuum developed 
but parties have begun falling apart and there has been a campaign against the 


mtire political class, The impact of these developments has also been felt 
inside the PCE, 


“Our party," he tells us, "is not in the best shape now, and if this experience 
doesn't help us to get it in shape, we could be jeopardizin, he existence of 
the party and democracy itself." 


He reminds us how certain attitudes in the party have helped to create 
nfusion among the workers and give the impression, which has to be false, 
that party leaders are at odds with each other. "We have to place our sense 

responsibility before everything else and express internal discussions only 
in political terms and in the framework of preparations for the |l0th Congress; 
but we must always portray the PCE as the instrument of revolution in Spain 


ind democracy as the only path towards socialism.” 
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COMMUNIST STRATEGIES IN ORGANIZED LABOR ISSUES, PROBLEMS 
Interorganizational Labor Relat tonships 

Madrid NUESTRA BANDERA in Spanish Sep 80 pp 19-26 

[Article by Carlos Rodriguez: "Eurocommunism and Labor Union Pluralism’) 


(Text] Labor union practices are not the only sphere of PCE [Spanish 

Communist Party] activities that involve contradictions with the general 

policy approved at the Ninth Congress (1978). The intensification of so-called 
Eurocommunism entails resolving the inconsistencies of the PCE's labor union 
policy, but other important aspects are also involved, such as: to mutually 
reconcile the machinery of the PCE with Communist presence in mu icipal 
governments, and undertaking an in-depth organizational reform that will 

enable PCE groups to emerge from their introversion and become more involved 

in social life. 


hy has the labor union issue "exploded" in the PCE? In the first place, the 
Spanish left has been in a tight situation since June 1980, in the wake of 
Congress of Deputies debate on the motion to censure the Suarez administration. 
Never has it been more urgent to lay tne groundwork for a PSOE [Spanish 
Socialist Workers Party]-PCE understanding, and never, since Franco's death, 

is the confrontation between the CCOO [Workers Commissions] and the UG1 
General Union of Workers] been harsher. Seco Jjly, there have been a series 
pments that Communists acknowledge as worrisome. CCOO is losing 
lectoral ground in a number of major big businesses. The union is becoming fac- 
t ry-dominated, falling off from its at least 39 percent share of the Spanisl! 
workers who make up the electoral colleges of te inicians and admiristrative 
mployees. Symptoms of union vanguardism are appearing, jeopardizing the 
CCOO's historical halimark role as a union of the masses. Union policy for a 
time of prolonged economic crisis is being based on general prescriptions for a 


1 


devi 


National lidarity Plan, without a specific strategy for urion action. This 
lores not mean, however, tat the CCOO will cease to be the number one unior 
based on the 1980 election returns; its lead over the UGT in 19/78 was t 

wide, and therefore the real socialist objective today is to narrow the gap. 


any se, it would be a mistake to limit an analysis of PCE union policy 
t n assessment of the CCOO's election performance. 





Ihe Necessary Moderation of the CCOO's Union Hegemony 


The analyses that the Spanish left has been doing of the union vote and the 
political vote have often confused wishful thinking with the facts. In 1977, 
the PCE attributed ite "decenc" but meager election results to "the fear vote" 
and the PSOE's high percentage to "the flood of votes.” For its part, the 
PSOL described the UCD [Democratic Center Union] as "inconsistent" and in 

the union elections it announced that the UGT would reap benefits from the 
socialist political vote, which was as inaccurate a prediction as the PCE's 
forecast that the left-wing vote would be redistributed in 1979 in the wake 
of the predominance of the communist-influenced labor union. In fact, after 
the 1979 legislative elections the secretary general of the PCE stressed that 
"the union vote is more stable, more solid than the political vote,"! 


Why did the CCOO win the 1978 union elections? Many reasons have been put 
forth: because it was the main union force in the anti-Franco opposition and 
during the political transition, the resulting prestige of its personnel, its 
major initial organizational advantage over other unions, and its principles 

‘ unity. Without denying the influence of these factors, I think that the 
decisive element in the landslide vote for the CCOO was the specific union 
activities that it undertook between the signing of the Moncloa Agreements and 
the union elections, a period during which an intensive process of collective 
bargaining took place. When Communist union leaders analyze this period, they 
zo on the defensive, as if the CCOO's adherence to the Moncloa Agreements 
undermined the union; Carrillo has called this “the Moncloa Agreements 
complex." People forget that during this period many backward branches and 
provinces joined the bargaining, a general negotiating framework was established 
that was conducive to the enhancement of class solidarity among the branches, 
methods of democratic control by the workers over company collective bargaining 
were developed, and many strikes were stagec, shorter than in previous years 
but larger in numbers and generally succes°ful in terms of results, inasmuch as 
for most of the sectors and companies that mobilized, the overall wage boosts 
skirted the ceilings set dom in the Moncloa Pacts. This period was marked 
bt the most intensive and wideranging union mobilization in the history of 
Spain's labor movement, with the CCOO as the main leader of an enormously 
successful struggle for grievances. That is why the CCOO won the 1978 union 


elections. 


nere hes, therefore, been quite a bit of frivolity in interpreting the labor 
ni vote in 1978, because in addition to not reflecting carefully on the 
for the union vote, people have underestimated the fact that companies 
employing between 50 and 60 percent of Spanish workers did not hold labor 


ina lections because no union was present in them.2 But perhaps what has 
inalyzed least is that the CCOO is merely the largest minority in Spain's 
trum, which becomes particularly obvious in large companies. Th: 
r Ministry's statistics on the 1978 union elections, which classify the 
s according to the size of the firms, show that the CCO0O's edge 
es as the number of workers in a company rises. ~- 








Number of Workers in Company 
6-50 51-250 251-1,000 Over 1,000 Overall 


CCOO 36.9 32.8 12.8 32.5 34.5 
UGT 21.5 20.9 23.0 26.2 21.6 
Independent 8.8 14.1 16.7 13.9 12.3 
USO [Workers Trade Union] 3.6 3.4 4.4 5.6 3.7 
CSUT [Confederation of 3.0 2.9 2.7 1.8 2.9 
Unitary Trade Unions of 
Workers] 
SU [Unitary Unicns] 1.6 1.5 1.7 2.0 1.6 
Others 3.5 4.3 6.8 12.1 4.2 
No affiliation 20.4 19.4 11.0 5.4 18.2 


Another reason why we should assess the CCOO's hegemony carefully is the 
approach that the UGT took in quite a few sectors and companies during the 
months that followed the Moncloa Agreements: requests for impossible wage 
boosts, unsuccessful strike calls, labur-oriented lists of grievances, etc. 
There is good reason to believe that this unfortunate union approach detracted 
from the chances of the UGT, which today pursues a much more realistic union 
policy than before. 


The UGT's Union Turnaround in PSOE=-PCE Relations 


Unified action between the CCOO and the UGT has had its ups and downs during 
the political transition, as was to be expected, since the CCOO as on the 
lemocratic Board and the UGT on the Platform of Democratic Convergence, two 
different approaches to the democratic break. But in spite of the 
dissolution of the COS [Coordinating Body of Trade Union Organizations], 
their unified relations (which are truly unified to the extent that both 
\rganizations acknowledge that they are distinct entities) went smoothly in 
1977 (the year of the political elections) and 1978. Although the C700 and 
the UGT occasionally quarreled over the numbers of union delegates, they 
maintained their unity of action, which was a positive development for the 
labor movement and for the democratic system. 


iring the last quarter of 1978, the differences between the CCOO and the UGT 





regarding the signers and content of new general pacts soured relations between 
two unions. But what really accelerated the UGT's turnaround was the 
itcome of the March 1979 political elections. The PCE took too long to realize 
that the political weakening of the PSOE as a result of the elections meant a 
ss oi ground for the Spanish left as a whole. The policy of a democratic 
alition encountered greater obstacles, even though the PCE was holding up 
well under the two-party “tug of war,’ gained electoral ground and entered 
t vernment. Neither the PCE nor the CCOO recognized the strategic 
ire t tt socialist union's turnaround.* This is why the Communists made 
i wrong move regarding the July 1979 CEOE [Spanish Confederation of Business 
rganizat’onsj-UGT agreements, which they saw as merely a bid by the UGT to 
itch ¢ iitiative from the CCOO with an eye towards future pact 
tne sprin r i979, the GT was nm tae verg i vanishin as an organi zation 
and decided that it could not contir within the CCOO's union arena (the two 
nil workers who could be mobilized by traditional methods of union action). 








ic tele that it had to position itself within the union arena that consisted of 
the millions of workers who without lapsing into concilietory unionism, are 

far from willing to "risk their most esteemed asset: a jov."”’ The socialist 
inion rejected the “unification" offer that the CCOO made it because it felt 
that this kind of "unity" consisted of tagging along behind che CCOO over the 
rocky terrain of increasingly tough union strucgles, which wou!d not benefit 


th UT in either influence or organization, With an alarming anternail 
situation and with the PSOE having gone down to defe the UGT began 
newotiating directly with the governsent and the CEO, ma union arena that 


was markedly different from the CCOO's. This move was ielatively easy tor the 


UGT, not only because the government and the employers’ association wanted to 


tor up differences between the two largest unions but also because the CCOO 
Wal ing incapable of bringing together the most dynamic union faction 
cl vO million workers) and the extensive "moderate" faction of the 


mn workine class for concrete labor union action. 


ialist union's strategy is influenced by a mechanistic approach thrt 
OF and the PCE share: the relationship between the two parties is 


lecisively dict ed by their union strengths. To the PSOE, the autonomy of 
thie cialist 4 | depends on the UCT gaining ground and the CCOO losing 
ground, fo the .CE, the hegemony of the CCOO 18 a guarantee that a two-party 


ystem in impossible in Spain. Applied to the political situation in the wake 
£ the legislative and municipal elections, the approach that the two parties 


e to "the balance of power between Socialists and Communists" is going to 
vit its contradictions. Thus, the ®SOE's analysis of the UCD's move to 
the right and of the Suarez government's bid to blunt the PSOE-PCE municipal 

igreements is that since the municipal elections the right wing "has been 


trying to make the PCE a scapegoat by initiating a policy to isolate the 
mumunists, which is exactly the opposite of what it did on the two previous 


sions, when it built a bridge between the UCD and the PCE to head off the 
>ialists.""° Hence, the PSOE would have to put as much distance as possibl: 
tween itself and the scapegoat, to which it is also linked by city government 
mmitments. And if the PSOE and the PCE are together in democratic city hails 
and have the same educational, health care, energy programs, etc, then the 
lement in tearing them apart is going to be the unions. In the words of 
izwalez, if “the Socialist Party's attraction diminishes inversely to 


vith other parties, especially the PCE, through stable commitments," 


il move for the PSOE will be to pursue a union policy in companies 
irliament that is clearly different from the PCE's. Thus, the 
: litferentiation between the CCOO and the UCT is becoming the main 
the autonomy of the Socialist program. 


approa is symmmetrical to the PSOE's: since the Socialists will 
the number one union force, they are doone-. » come to terms with 
lists The PCE has established that the "SOE cannot help but be ar 
nally weak party, end therefore its un.on presence will never be 
to tl PCE's. In the words of Santiago varriiio, “we have to hav 
a of things. [here are two kinds of saalict parties in Europe. 
Austrian, Swedish, German variety, which are large parties ct Che 
an enormous capacity to mobilize and inf]: nce social and 
fe I ther kind of Socialist Party is tne Latin variety 
1, wi nh generallyexerts major electoral intluence but 
t wbilize. The conditions in Spain are more conduci 








It is unlikely that relations between the PSOE and the PCE can continue to be 
defined merely on the basis of weighing the advantages that each has over the 
other in election terms, in the labor movement or in organizational strength. 
The two parties cannot overlook that the PSOE's electoral standing has been 
eroded by the home rule votes, without the PCE having benefited from this, 
that there is an enormous lack of organized involvement at all levels of 
Spanish society, a destruction of the social fabric caused by the dictatorship 
and the worsening of the social crisis; that despite being the only pelitical 
party in the country capable of organizing a mass rally as large as its 
annual celebration and of publishing a daily newspaper, the PCE is a tiny 
party compared to the Italian Communist Party, as is the PSOE compared to the 
British Labor Party; that both the PSOE and the PCE have failed to make good 
thei predictions of incorporating into their ranks hundreds of thousands of 
Spaniards who are in their sphere of influence; and that after the debate on 
the censure motion the PSOE will have to forget about its idea of bringing 
together parliamentary majorities while excluding the PCE, while the PCE must 
forget its dream of an electoral earthquake that would shift a higher 
percentage of Socialist voters towards the PCE, because what the PSOE and the 
PCE are risking is their consolidation as mass political parties capable of 
expanding the political realm of the left as a whole and of causing a rebirth 
of political involvement among wideranging groups of progressive Spaniards. 


The competition between the UGT and the CCOO (which is inevitable as long as 
the union arenas of th: o do not take definitive shape) cannot continue to 
be the key element in ...ations between the PSOE and the PCE; in other words, 
union competition cannot continue to be intensified by political competition 
without the two parties accepting enormous risks for the left as a whole. 
Defining a groundwork for understanding between the PSOE and the PCE entails 
placing union ad political competition, both of which are unavoidable, under 
different — meee than the two parties have held during the period from 
1976 to 1979. 


The split on the Left in Connection With the Workers Statute and the Framework 
Collective .argaining Agreement (AMI) 


The Communists have erypressed the view that in a time of acute economic crisis, 
loss of buying power and rising unemployment, the Workers Statute is "a 
serious assault against the rights of workers." !9 Although debate in the 


Congressional Labor Committee modified major aspects of the government's 


initial bill, the PCE said no to the statute in Parliament and on the streets. 
The PCE was as consistent with its union policy as the PSOE was with its: 

“The UGT-CEOE agreements and a modern, effective union philosophy, in 

keeping with the prevailing policies in democratic Europe, are being intro- 
tuced."!! Logically, the PCE is going to try end capitalize at the polls on 
its rej on of the Workers Statute, just as the PSOE will seek to take 


ctl 
litical advantage of its potential support for it. 


Nevertheless, the Congress’ final debate on the Workers Statute on 


J 


December !979 projected to the country the image of a left that was more at 
dds internally than with the right, as it almost exclusively emphasized 
juestions of “union philosophy” regarding representative bodies in companies, 





whieh i6 far from being the most important part of the statute, Let is 
surprising thet the COOO leadership's stand on the shop committees (4 stand 
defended by Carrille at the plenary session of Congress) continues to allow 
the PSU. and the UGT to carry the benner of company union branches, since it 
te clear that the UCT ie net creating and cannot ereate union branches by 
iteelf, Both European experience and the CBOR's specific approach in this 
Fegard enable ue to aseoert that the establishment of union branches entails 

a Nieh degree of activiem in companies and ongoing, unified union activity 

at work centers, Therefore, the debate's verbal ferocity was uncalled=i: & 
and, what ie worse, incomprehensible to the vast majority of Spai. aers, 


The AMI i8 @ good test to gage the adverse impact of these two factors in 
the medium term: the demobiliging nature of the union eplit and the lack, 

on the part of the PSOE and the PCE alike, of a conerete union policy for this 
cfisse, Thie lack has been less evident in the case of the Socialists, who 
are following the maxim of the bird in hand. “\e drama in the COOO steme 
irom ite having rejected the AMI (it could not ave been otherwise) in 
responee to ite political (in other worde, not basically economic) nature as 
4 general agreement on ceilings, at a time when the ———— is moving to 
the right in all facets of economic and social life, 4 incorporating this 
“politacal” refusal into the economic struggle posed major difficulties, 
Necause taken one by one, the “unacceptable” aspects of the AMI, according 
to the €.00, afte not that unacceptable to the workers, 


The wage epread of 13-16 percent was not unacceptable during thie time of 
widespread impoverishment of the Spanish populace, a spread that resulted from 
the bargaining pressure by the unions, especially the COOO, which has been 
unable to score the 4.5 percent boost over the CEOE's initial offer. Whether 
the union contracts lasted | or 2 years was not 4 basic issue, nor was the 
riex of cancellation, 4 risk that, moreover, is not materializing, inasmuch as 
the CEOF 18 meeting its commitments to the UGT in a disciplined manner. Hence, 
the tactic decided on by the COOO leadership, to proceed with a specific 
hegotiation without lapsing into the “AMI, yee or AMI, no” controversy, was 

ae correct ae it wae difficult. It was difficult because after 6 monthe of 
general confusion in the COOO, the idea had taken hold in major union sectore 
that disentangiing the complicated union situation was predicated on a 

frontal attack against the CEOE-UGT agreements. It is a known fact that when 
the negotiations among the CEOE, COOO and UGT began in late 1979, some 

(LOO factions were from the outset opposed to signing anything. This explains 
why 2 months leter, at @ plenary meeting of the PCE Central Committee, 
Santiago Carrillo asserted: “It worries me that what happened iwith the 
vorvere Statute and the AMI) has been greeted with relief, with euphoria, 
aimost as 4 success, by party comrades, mostly within the cooo "13 


From ai. this have stemmed symptoms of vanguardiem that were unthinkable in 
the (000 2 years ago: etrikes decided on +» a show of hands at minority 
jseembiies that a high percentage of company workers have nothing to do with; 
wots stoppages called by branches that have to be called off at the last 
ranute because they are obviously going to fizzle, etc. It could be argued 
\% response that there have been few such episodes and that, in general, the 











CCOO has maintained its bargaining approach at the company level while 
guaranteeing unified etruggles for grievances along with the UCT that have 
yielded material gaine and progress in union rights, Be that ae it may, 
everyone is aware of the high price that the COOO might have to pay for 
entrenching iteelf in “hand to hand," company to company bargaining, where 
it rune the riek that these instances of vanguardiem will multiply. 


Relations Between the Party and the Union 


Compared with the European labor movement, the relationship in Spain betwee 
the worker parties and the clases unions is quite original, Thue, if we turn to 
the famous archetype of the union a6 4 worker party's “transmission belt,” we 
find major differences between PSOE-UGT relations and the Bri.ish, German 
and Swedish modele. The novel thing about Spanish socialiem is that it is 
trying to build @ mase union with the votes of the party and the collective 
memory of the Spanish working clases. Socialist leaders were pleased with the 
Jiet UCT Congress (1978) because it identified the UGT with the PSOE; in 
other words, it defined the UCT ae the PSOE's “union arm.” They were pleased 
“politically,” because from 4 union standpoint, the Jiet UGT Congress 
evidenced 4 spectacular vacuum of union action policy, a vacuum that the 
socialist union has begun to fill at the Special Congress in 1979 and the 
J2nd Congress (April 1980). 


The relationship between the PCE and the CCOO is no lees original. Under the 
dictatorship, the communist organizations were divided into sectors, and 
moet of the cadres were concentrated in company or sector organizations, where 
the union struggle was the main task of the Communists (major companies, 
branches of production and services, experts, health, etc). When the 
activities of constructing the CCOO union began to be difierentiated from 
the activities of building the party, in 19/6, the PCE assigned 4 major 
portion of ite cadres to the COOO. Ever since 1977 there has been an 
ongoing contrast between the social impact of the PCE's union members and the 
organizational and political shakiness of the Communist groups, with which 
the former have no ties. Problems piled up for the PCE: the loss of cadres 
in 4 process of territorial reorganization that was as badly needed as it was 
poorly carried out; the need to develop uniformity among Communists of 
various origins, ages and ideological stands, in the wake of the massive 
influx of members after legalization; redefining the party's arena in 
companies, which is necessarily different from the union's. 


But avove and beyond these logical problems, there was one basic reason: the 
notion that COOO hegemony would prevent any move to establish 4 two-party 
system in Spanish politics. The UCD and the PSOE agree with the Communists 
in this regard, and thus the chances for a policy of democratic coslition 
are largely based on the hegemony of the COOO, in other words, its majority 
of union delegates and its ability to rally the masses. Consequently, the 
leadership of the PCE has given a blank check to union leaders, which has 
apparently net posed any dangers for .hese two reasons. First, because the 
COOO really was the main obstacle to the two-party model that the two major 








/litieal parties have periodically dreamed about, Second, because the 
Communiete in the CCOO leadership have demonetrated their forthright support 
for the Burocommniet views of the Ninth PCE Congress (speeches by Camacho, 
Arisa and Sartorius, in particular), This does not rule out that in an almost 
anecdotal manner some CCOO and PCE leaders might disagree publicly on Buro- 
communiet theory and caution about fhe probable “incorporation of leftiat 
parties into bourgeois democracy."'* As time has passed, we have seen that 
when the Ninth Congress (1978) remained silent on certain issues, it wae 
merely disagreeing with the general policy of the Spanish Communist Party, 


Tne special relationship between the regular organization of the PCE and the 
groupe of Communist labor leaders hae led to an organisational imbalance in 
the PCE whieh sooner of later wae to manifest iteelf in the emergence of a 
vety serious mistake for @ Marxist party! confusing the labor movement with 
the labor union movement. The classical anarcho-syndicalist theories of 
union invelvement in politics were resurrected, and an idea began taking 
shape that, although backed by a minority, carried quite a bit of specific 
veight, the idee of the COOO as a peeudopolitical party. Santiago Carrillo 
detected thie idea at the Plenum of the PCE Central Committee in Cordoba in 
March 1979: "I do not want to discuss the mistake of referring to the 
councilmen and deputies of the CCOO, because this would equate the COOO with 
the party or rather view the COOO as @ political perty, which would jeopardize 
all of the gains achieved by the union movement. "!5 


The confusion between the labor movement and the labor union movement has had 
three major effects on the PCE organization. Firet, Communist groupe hardly 
discuss PCE policy towards the labor movement, which is relatively surprising 
in « clase party the vast majority of whose members are workers. Labor 
leaders thus appear to be the worker essence of the worker party, the people 
in the labor movement with the last word about PCE policy. Secondly, the 
consolidation of Communist groups in companies is being neglected, as they 
are being deprived of sufficient political rights to direct Communist labor 
leaders, who are — from the party and are being paid little heed by the 
territorial committees.'® Thirdly, the adversaries of PCE policy within the 
sphere of Spanish communism are taking adventage of this improper relationship 
between the party and the union to influence the PCE's internal situation. 
Thie move, which has been going on for some time, is being helped along today 
by the mounting difficulties that the policy of a democratic coalition hase 
been encountering since the last political elections. 


The obsession of the PCE's upper echelons with achieving a “synthesis” even 
where profound strategic differences exist has prompted serious delays in 
taking up the “union issue” in the PCE. Santiago Carrillo quite properly 
cTiticizes himself in this regard!’ because for some time quite a few 
intermediate PCF cadres, including many labor union leaders, have been 
calling for what we could term “politicizing the party and un.onizing the 
union. For their part, taking advantage of a situation that continues to be 
amliguous, those who are trying to alter PCE policy have moved from careful 
spaceworth to a frontal attack on the Eurocommunist ine and, as was to be 
expected, against Carrillo hiuself, who in percticular symbolizes the entire 
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process of developing and articulating Burccommunist ideas in Spain, Thie 
poses the particularly serious question of how the PCE ought to reconcile 

the existence of democratically expressed majority and minority positions with 
the party's political unity based on the binding nature of decisions, If 

this basic organizational problem ie not resolved, developmente such ae the 
following will continue to take place: major resolutions on PCE policy towards 
the labor movement will become to a group of Communiet labor leadere what the 
constitution became to Ricardo de la Cierva: something to be | gnored, 


|, “L think that the union vote is more solid, more stable than the political 
vote. This augure a rebalancing of left-wing forces." Santiago Carrillo 
to Cesar Alonso de lose Rios, LA CALLE, No 86, 13-19 November 1979, p 17. 


2. If we leave the self-employed and the unemployed out of Spain's work force, 
there are some nine million wage earners who work for others. Around four 
million workers were on the payrolle of the companies in which the firat 
union elections of democracy were held. 


}. Vietor Perez-Diaz, “Union Elections, Affiliation and Local Union Life of 
Spanieh Blue-Collar Workers,” REIS, No 6, April-June 1979. (Included in the 
book by Perez-Diaz “The Working Class, Parties and Unions," INI [National 
Institute of Industry) Foundation, 1979.) The differences between COOO and 
Labor Ministry data are as follows: 

CCOO Delegates Percent UGT Delegates Percent 
Labor Ministry 66,000 %.5 41,419 21.6 
ccoo 56 , 696 44.) 36,375 28.3 


4, The true ‘fimension of the Socialists’ “new” union policy was accurately 
detected vy the Madrid Provincial Committee of the PCE during the last 
quarter of 1979, as well as by the group comprising Adolfo Pinedo, Txemi 
Cantera, Agustin Moreno and Jose Maria Rodriguez Rovira, writing in the 
pages “Labor Movement Iesues" in MUNDO OBRERO SEMANAL. 


5. Julien Araiza, “Union Reflection,” MUNDO OBRERO SEMANAL, No 62, February 
1980, pp 14-15. 


6. Felipe Gonzalez, EL SOCIALISTA, No 142, 6 January 1980, p 11. 


7. Felipe Gonzalez to Fernando Claudin, ZONA ABIERTA, No 20, 8 ptember 1980, 
p 12. 


8. Santiago Carrillo to Cesar Alonso de los Rios, LA CALLE, No 86, 13-19 November 
1980, p 16. 


9. In his article “The Socialist Altervative. The Politics and Electoral 
Support of the PSOE,” SISTEMA, No 35, March 1980, Jose Maria Maravell 
defines thus the four basic aspects of the PSOE-PCE competitior: «) The PCE 
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occupies 4 political space that ie etrikingly close to the PROR's; b) the 
PCE vote shows 4 high sociological correlation with the Socialist vote; 
e) the ties between the PCE and the COOO leadership, and d) the POE is 
often the party of second choice among Socialiet votere, 


Statement by the PCE Executive Committee regarding the Workers Statute, in 
December 1979, supporting the activity of Communist deputies on the 
Congressional Labor Committee. 


EL SOCLALISTA, No 142, 6 January 1980, p 14, 


. Jullan Aralea and Hector Maravell, "The AMI: We Are Risking Our Future," 


LA CALLE, No 103, Mareh 1980, 


. Santiago Carrillo, Report to the PCE Central Committee, 2 February 1980, 
. Pidel Alonso, “Disenchantwent,” LA CALLE, No 44, January 1979. 


. Santiago Carrillo, Report to the Central Committee, Cordoba, 18, 19, 20 


March 1979. In thie eame report Carrillo pointe out mictakes in the 
party's operations, such ae “utilising the COOO in practice ae a meane of 
applying pressure to decide on a PCE candidate or delegation.” 


The miegiving that N. Poulantsas voiced about the organizational arrange-~ 
ment of the Third International to the effect that it was building the 
party "from the factory" and thus missing out on chances for a presence in 
“new social movements," cannot be applied to the PCE, which has a 
relatively emall number of company groups. The presence of worker partics 
as such in companies is an enormously cc aplex issue that Evurocommunist 
political theory hase not adequately analyzed. <A new development that we 
ought to keep in mind ie the PSOE's relatively recent concern over thie 
iseve; diverging from the tradition of the Socialist Party, the PSOE's 
union head, Joaquin Almunia, noted a few months ago that it would be a good 
idea to set up “PSOE union groups in compnaies." 


Report by Santiago Carrillo to the meeting of blue-collar members of the 
PCE, 17 May 1980. 


CCOO Socioeconomic Policies 


Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 23-29 Jan 8! pp 16-17 


[Article by COOO Secretary General Marcelino Camacho: “Thoughts ase 198! Begins") 


[Excerpte!] For several years now, ae our country has moved to the right, the 
buying power of wages has eteedily declined. Under these circumstances, the 
COOO's objective is to maintain that buying power, to channel our basic 
efforte towards combating unemployment and boosting pensions at the same 
time, all of thie in an attempt to rebuild che unity of union action and the 
struggle for full employment or full protection for the unemployed. 
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Divisions among unione and resignation in the face of the crisie inevitably 
lead to more unemployment. 


Unity, preseure and bargaining are indispensable if we want full employment 
or full protection for the jobless, if we want 4 new and more just economic 
order through @ plan of netional solidarity ageinet unemployment and the 
criesie. The application of these proposale and the et thening of clase 
unions are impossible as long a8 divisions and confrontations persist. 


Thie i8 why the COOO Union Confederation pointed out at the outeet of the 
election campaign that we had to avoid confrontations among union federations 
that would make our wounds incurable. Thie ie why we invited the UCT to eit 
down with ue after the elections and work out « series of options and joint 
actione againet unemployment, to maintein the buying power of wages and 
pensions, to guarantee unionisetion and union righte, 


That is why the Confederated Council of 2! December 1980, in compliance with 
the above, decided to address itself to the UGT, which we did on 29 December 
1980, and on 10 January 198) we addressed ourselves to the CEOR and to the 
government's economic vice president. The meetings are under way. 


The COCOO Union Confederation, which was confirmed ae the number one union at the 
last union elections, is prepared to fulfill its clase and national duty, of 
course, with regard to the crisis, but in order to emerge from it through 
profound change. We must, however, be united with other clase unions and 
allied with other forces and sectors, because without unity and joint efforte, 
there is no way out. 


We have complete confidence in ourselves, in the future and in our allies. 
Science, microelectronics, data communication equipment, biological and 
genetic engineering, and a diet based on an agriculture enhanced by micro- 
organieme and synthesis, can assure, with the advance of progressive forces, 
new social relations and higher productivity. With all of thie, we will work 
fewer hours so that we can all work and so that we cen live better. 


CCOO Labor Union Strategies 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 16-22 Jan 8! pp 18-19 


[interview with COOO Secretary General Marcelino Camacho; date and place not 
given) 


[Excerpts) it cannot be said that 198! has had a good start. 
Rarely have forecasts been so pessimistic. The working clase 
has been told that unemployment is going to continue to 
increase, that inflation is very hard to curb, that the 
economic crisis, both at home and abroad, will be protracted 
and, in short, that options for dealing with the current 
Situation are striking in their absence. Marcelino Camacho 
is the secretary general of the country's number one labor 














union and @ good person with whom te talk about ail these 
issues, aithough hie views do not appear often enough in the 
country's mase media, MUNDO OBRERO conducted the following 
conversation with him, 


[Question] With what political toole are Spanish businesemen playing their 
carde! 


|Anewer] Ae far ae employer=proposed solutions are concerned, in the firet 
place and referring to the latest period, I would point to the PEC (Government 
Economic Program) of Abril Martowell and the labor relations established ae 
of then. the Workers Statute, which makes firinge easier and lese expensive, 
an AML that bare wage adjustments, among other things, and the Employment 

Law, which cute the period of unemployment insurance in hall. 


[Question] A year ago, government and employer forums announced that the 
erieie could begin to subside shortly, oF at least with respect to ite 
most pronounced effects: unemployment, inflation... 


[Anewer) It was said, and not just by the employers, that job poete were going 
to increase, that the buying power of wages wae going to be maintained and that 
inflation was going to be cut, What do this year's results indicate’? Well, 
instead of the |,000 jobs a day that it was claimed would be created when 

the Workers Statute wae passed, with the backing of the UGT and the PSOE in 
addition to the employers association and the political right wing, the fact 

is that in 1980 420,000 jobs disappeared, 363,000 workers joined the ranks of 
the jobless, inflation stood at about 15 percent, and there was 4 very striking 
loss in the buying power of wages. Purthermore, we have seen the serious 
worsening of the emall business crisie, whereas the big banke hae posted fab- 
vious earnings figures, larger than ever, as the Bank of Spain iteelf admite. 
The conclusion that we can drew from all thie is quite simple. 


Present in Collective Bargaining 


[Question] What are the basic challenges that the COOO will have to meet 
over the firet few months of 19617 


|Anewer) The basic problem for us now are the 196) contracts, on which 
hegotiations are now beginning. Labor legislation says that in order to 
hegotiate 4 union has to have 10 percent of the labor delegates and 5! percent 
vorker representation in order for the agreements to be generally valid. We 
feel that, a@ the numbers have shown, the COOO is etill the country's number 
one iabor union and that only if the COOO is involved, can general'y valid 

em ‘oyer-worker agreements be reached in the overwhelming majorit, of cases. 
if it t8 got, we will again eee « series of agreements whose validity is 
limited to the contracting parties, as happened last year with the unilatera! 
CEOE-UGT understanding, and I sincerely think that this would be poor timing. 


[Question] Do you think that the negotiations that the CEOE and the UGT are 
catrying on tight now to renew the AMI could be a decisive factor in the COOO 
not signing 4 very sizable number of contracts, as happened last year?’ 
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l[Anewer| We feel that the workers are strong only when they are united, and 
the same goes for the employers, whe are, in faet, united in the CROE, The 
workers, unfortunately, are not at the moment, imasmuch ae the two major unions, 
COOO and UCT, maintain different etandse, Thie ie a fact that everyone knows, 
for thie reason, at the last meeting of the Confederated Council, leet 

2! December, the COOO decided to address a letter to the UGT, which ve sent 
on the 20) of the month, proposing @ meeting between the leadershipe of the 
two unions to try and reach suitable agreements, independently of each union's 
strategy, on collective bargaining, unemployment and the possible options for 
combating it, overhauling industrial enterprises and sectors, a6 well ae the 
ieeve of union cighte in etate public sect. © enterprises, righte that are 
still not recognized. The UCT responded on the 7th, and the two executive 
boerde will meet towarde the end of the month, once prior contacts have been 
established, 


Worker Rallies 


[Question] Rallies are becoming 4 major issue for speculation in the wake of 
the RENFE [Spanish National Railroads) Inter-Certere Committee announcement 
that they would be held to defend labor's etande in negotiations for the 198) 
trailworkere contract. Mow will the COOO specifically deal with thie issue? 


|Anewer) I think that there are two dangere that we have to avoid. Firet, 
overlooking the characteristics of the economic crisie that we are experiencing 
and, therefore, posing demands that cannot be met, and second, “hanging our 
heads low” and renouncing in advance rights that we can attain. We are not 
going to ask for unreasonable wages, but we are vot going to ask for “wages of 
fear" either. We have to act in a balanced fashion. Therefore, we are going 
to call for wage boosts close to the increase in the cost of living in 1980, 
that is to say, around 15 percent, with wage adjustments commensurate with 

the rise in the cost of living in 1981. We are aleo going to fight for all 

the objectives that I mentioned in talking about the letter we sent to the UCT. 


[Question] Marcelino, you are the secretary general of the country's number 
one union. With your feet firmly on the ground, do you think there is «4 
solution or solutions to the current « sation? Do you think that the 
unions can outline prospects for all the workers so that they see some chance 
that all this (crisis, unemployment...) can be resolved? 





[Anewer) There are obviously solutions, but to thie end we need a new economic 
order. | have in my hands right now the report recently approved by the 

Board of Directors of one of the country's main banks. It says that the 

crisie will be a lengthy one and that current economic science has no 

solutions for it. I think that we have importent things to say. The point is 
that the crisis demands changes, 4 new economic order, and to make this a 
reality, we need unified union action. This is basic, and it is the CCOO's 
banner of struggle. 
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Effect of Goup Attempt 


Rome RASSEGNA SINDICALE in Italian 5 Mar 61 pp 31-33 


[Interview with Workers Gommiseiorm Secretary General Marcelino Camacho and UGT 
Secretary General Nicolas Redondo, by L.T.; date and place not given) 


[Excerpts] We asked Marcelino Camacho, secretary ral of the Workers Commissions 

md Nicolas Redondo, secretary general of the UGT [General inion of Workers) five 
questions concerning the “intentona” [rash attempt) made on 23 February and on the 
influence it could have on the Spanish political system and relations be ween the 

two majority group executives. It is to be noted that Redondo is aleo a deputy in 
Parliament: In that guise he was seated in Parliament during che kidnaping of Col 

Tejero. 


RS: Why did the coup attempt take place, and why now? 


Camacho: For years Spain has been going through a difficult transition to demo- 
ecracy under the management of a state appartuse that ise practically the same as a 
dictatorship. Certainly there are youths in the bureaucracy who did not partici- 
pate in the Franco ineurrection, but too few of them have positions of responsibility. 
Unemployment, national and regional problems, various kinds of terrorism create a 
rituation in which persons representing the state profess to rise in defense of 
traditional values of the “fatherland” and of “authority.” The shift to the right 
which we are seeing on the international level--including the last Reagan episode-- 
must have given them the impression that perhaps the right time to move has arrived. 
It must be added that the forces of the left and the lLiberal-democrats have not 
shown sufficient unity to create a feeling of security and confidence in the solu- 
tion of problems: Thus there has been a weakening of popular support for the in- 
at itut ions. 


Redondo: The sh'ft toward democracy in Spain has taken place atypically, without a 
break with the previous regime. There are basic powere of the state that cont inue 
to reside in the hands of those who suffer nostalgia, the advocates of an authori- 
tarian and dictatorial regime which is the enemy of any form of democracy. The 
situation has worsened in recent months because of a destabilizing terrorism, par- 
tteularly by the ETA [Basque Fatherland and Liberty Group) and the GRAPO [First of 
cctober Armed Revolutionary Group], as well as groups of the extreme fascist right. 
rerrorism supplies reasons for opposite responses like a coup. To this organiza- 
(tonal fact should be added the fragility of the UCD [Democratic Center Union] 
government, which since 1977 has gradvally seen its energy wane. The UCD cannot 
even be criticized for something {t has done wring; above all it cannot be judged 
because it has done nothing. The people react poorly to this scenario and are dis- 
affected by democracy. The country produces 1,200 unemployed per day. The present 
rate of unemployment is 12.4 percent, totaling 1.5 million workers. That figure will 
rise to 1.75 million at the end of the year and, if preventive measures are not 
adopted, to 2.5 million next year. Inflation was 15.7 percent in 1979 and 15.1 per- 
cent in 1980. Thanks to the interfederation accord signed by the UGT and Confin- 
duetria (CROE), we have maintained the purchasing power of workers wages unchanged; 
but what about those who do not work? A final criticism: the government of inde- 
pendent groups is being created without a precise schedule, and the result is that 
many, im many areas, are displeased. 
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RS; The “lone madman with a flag” which cartoontet Maximo pleces on top of the 
leeberg of the complicities and antidemocratic animosities of the Spanish right te 
a good rendition of the general conviction that it is necessary to find another 
forum for a factual presentation of the events of 23-24 February. Who do you believe 
is behind the shoddy gesture that has offended the dignity of the Spanish parlie- 
ment ? 


Camacho; The attack on Parliament cannot be blamed on a madman: It was a better- 
prepared "Galaxia" (a word that refers to a Tejero plot discovered ou 11 November 
1978). Behind i, are the forces of reaction, as I described them a short time ago. 
The king, the workere, the information media, including radio and television, and 
the government have given their reply. If however there is no progress toward 
effective democrat ization of the institutions and bureaucracy, if the workers are 
not given the feeling that they count, we could find ourselves faced by an even 
worse situation. 


Redondo: So far the tip of the iceberg-coup has appeared, but the attack on Par- 
liament is not the act of a madman; this was said aleo in relation to the Galaxia 
affair, and then we saw what it cost to release Tejero, who was involved. In Par- 
liament, among the coup leaders, we recognized high officials of the navy. There 
was complicity in various sectors of the army; let us not forget that the invader 
of parliament at a certain point announced the coming arrival of a high military 
personage: Who was this?...The trade union reaction was cautious. Only after 4 
days did we demonstrate publicly in mass. I want to emphasize that these acts 
were organized together with the four constitutional parties, including the Alianza 
Popular di Fraga Iribarne, by the UGT and by the Workers Commissions. The actions 
in defense of freedom and democracy are accompanied, in Euskadi, by Abertzalis (ed. 
note: Patriot-independents) whose slogan is the dissolution of repressive units, 
which under the present circumstances seems insane. 


RS: What changes took place in your trade union and in the political life of the 
country as a result of the unsuccessful coup? 


Camacho: With the end of the constitutional emergency, the king ca| od the secre- 
taries of the four parties represented in Parliament, asking them | their maximum 
cooperation. As far as we are concerned, we asked for a government of solidarity 
open to all parties, or at least to the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party] 

and which we will support. The comrades of the PSOE executive have now said they 
are ready to govern together with the UCD in view of the situation that has been 
created. Our need is for the elaboration of a plan of solidarity against unemploy- 
ment. In any case our solidarity with the PSOE at this time is total; if they are 
not admitted to government now, it can take place in the future under worse condi- 
tions. Regarding the trade union picture, we hope, together with the UGT comrades, 
to develop the unity of action we expressed in the past few days. 


Redondo: I do not believe that the Calvo Sotelo government, elected on the 25th, 
is capable of solving the problem of Spanish democracy, nor that it can continue 
until 1983, the election year. At its most recent congress, the PSOE had decided 
to make itself available to the government alliance in the event o. a red light of 
constitutional risk: This happened, and that party has, as a result, offered its 
cooperation with the center party. For the time being it has not been accepted. 


The communist party says it is ready to supply external support to a possible govern- 
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ment coalition: This te useful to the left. It te not useful, inetead, to give 

any reason for fear of a return to frontiet alliances that would radicalize the 
current political conflict, Between the two parties of the left, I believe that 
progress muet be made on the basis of limited agreements, on specific pointe, in 
Parliament or in apecific places as happens in large cities. The UCT and the Workers 
Commissiom have in the past few days cooperated in producing a balanced and effec- 
tive reply to the coup. Despite this it ise not sufficient to cancel the differences 
that mark the role and nature of the two centers: Thus the committees continued to 
offer a multiform image expressed in excessive types of radicalization in some pro- 
vinces and some sectors; they did not sign the interfederation accord either this 
year or last. The relations between us are fairly fluid, and we hope to make them 
sincerely friendly, It seems to me that a predisposition and 4 desire are necessary. 











Ruropean Left, Democratic Stability 


Rome |'UNITA in Italian 26 Mar 81 p 17 











[Interview with Worcers Commission Secretary General Marcelino Camacho, by Renzo 
Foa; ste and place not given) 


(Text) “Burope, pay attention,” says Marcelino Camacho. And he aske himself, "What 
if the coup of a month ago had succeeded; if democracy in our country had been 
eliminaiod or if dictatorship were to return tomorrow, would it be our problem alone? 
Or would the entier continental picture change?" The leader of the Workers Commis- 
sions, the strongest Spanish trade union, speaks in low tones, the same tones he 
used in the courtroom--it wae the end of December 1973--in answering the judge who 
was about to sentence him to 20 years in jail, one of the many sentences inflicted 

on him by the Franco government. At t..at time his words were almost lost. He 

turned his back on the public of workers and newspapermen who followed the hearings. 


A National Matter 
[Question] You had said th t in Spain there was a central national question to be 


solved, that of the rights of workers and that if it were not solved, no other na- 
tional problem could be solved. 





‘Answer|] Yes, that was the idea. Then the judge prevented me from speaking. Just 
think, it was Judge Mateu, who was killed by ETA following the fall of the Franco 
government. 


[Question] Meeting a man like Camacho--even though hurriedly, during his trip to 
Rome at the invitation of the OGIL [Italian General Confederation of Labor)--it 
ie perhaps too easy to open the book of memories; even though the subject of con- 
versation is dated 1981 and obviously concerns the dangers that Spain faces. The 
thread of the past serves, however, to show how deep today's problems are: From 
the role of the army, to the attack on terroriem, to the difficulties of pulling 
together a democratic system that could ward off the phantom of dictatorship, to 
the blow to all of Europe if some leader of a coup were actualiy to take over the 
Cortes. 


[Answer] All of Europe (Camacho repeats) not only the left or the workers’ move- 
ment. It is one thing to follow a policy that would unload the burden of the 
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economic crieis onto the workers, and it is another to bury democracy. On 27 
February at Madrid chere was che biggest demonatration in Spain's history. There- 
fore we must be the (iret to defend ourselves. And we are doing it. But even Mre 
Thatcher would have no reason to be pleased if a dictatorship were to return to 
our country, 


[Question] Defend yourselves==but how? After the extinction of Francoiem, the 
construction of solid democratic organizations was much slower and more diff ‘cult 
than had been foreseen. Wasn't the coup merely an incident? 


[Anewer) No. The transition to democracy isa not finished. It is not finished in 
the first place because the etate apparatus, and therefore also the army, has not 
changed. It ia exposed on one side to the blows of terroriem and on the other to 
historical and social conditioning, i.e. the selectionre made for top positions.... 


(Question) But ten't there also the weight of the division of the left? 


[Anewer) Yes, there is division, but also a certain disintegration. Do you think 
that the problem is only one of the division of the left? We live in an emergency 
situation and the method of dealing with it is to unite and seek the collaborat ton 
of all the forces that represent this democratic Spain that is threatened. 


[Question] How can this be done after the fall of Francoisem with the Moncloa pact? 


\Answer|] The Moncloa Pact was an important event and a correct and necessary 
choice. [ite application was wrong even if we must continue to reflect on that. 
First of all on the fact that we left its administration to the UCD alone. 


Analysis of the Left 


[Question] Even terrorism was not secondary in the deterioration of the Spanish 
situation and it was different from that in Italy. Was not the Spanish left slow in 
understanding the threat of subversion? 


[Answer] In the first place there were government errors, primarily regarding the 
independence of the Basque nation, where there is the fulcrum of terroriem, the 

ETA, which thanks to government errors and delays also succeeded in establishing 

a certain social base. Perhaps the left also has not given a sufficiently strong 
reply and was slow in becoming aware of the risk, which instead today is very clear. 
Every move made by the ETA has a very clear meaning: It seeks to solidify the 
fringes of those favoring a coup, and -o kill democracy. 


[Question] If the main front is the domestic one, the wester front is not secondary, 
first of all Europe and the European left. What can be done for Spain? 


[Answer) Do not commit a facile error, that of thinking that Spain is sick. in- 
stead, we are undergoing a complex transition full of dangers. This is why Europe 
must do all it can to strengthen this transition. 

[Question] How? 


[Answer] The first thing is to accelerate Spain's membership in the EEC, to avoid 
posin; further obstacles, even though there are many problems. And I believe that 








the left=--which ia the best friend of Spanish democracy--could do much, could become 
the motivating force of our entry inte the European Community. We have all been 
etruck by the solidarity which buret forth in Italy from the firet hours of the 
coup. The Italian workers were the firet to move. I want to thank them from the 
columme of L'UNITA and to say that we have great confidence in them--in them and in 
the Puropean workers moverent, which, we believe, gust go on establishing closer 
relations. In thie sense, too, in addition to moving in the direction of a greater 
unity among the Spaniteh trade union forces, the Workers Commission must be admitted 
inte the Furopean Confederation of Trade Unions, which we hope will take place as 
rapidly ae possible. in other worde we ask of Europe, of the Europeans, of the 
political and social forces, to do everything that would make the composite wall 

of democracy in Spain more solid. Because, I repeat: Europe, beware of a dictator- 
ship in Madrid. 
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CATALAN REGIONAL COMMUNIST PAPTY ISSUES, PCE RELATIONSHIP 


PSUC ‘Evrocommunist' Policy Changes 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 9-15 Jan 8! pp 33-34 


[Text) Last Monday, by @ vote of 424 for, 359 against and 2! abstentions, the 
Fifth PSUC [Unified Sociaiiet Party of Catalonia] decided to strike the term 
“EBurocommuniem" from its proposals. The amerdment striking the word polarized 
much of the debate and was, without doubt, toe most widely unticipated agenda 
item in an especially tense congress, where the heart attacks that two delegates 
suffered bespeak the degree of passion that discussions reached. 


The amendment was proposed at the close of debate on the fourth item, “the 
socialist option.” It was defended by Joaquin Boix, the spokesman of the 
majority that had formed around this issue on the committee that debated it. 
After recalling the common desire to maintain party unity, he argued that the 
word "Eurocommunism” did not describe the strategy of all the Communist parties 
that have adopted the revolution of the majority as their line of action, since 
some of the parties, such as the Japanese, Chilean and others, are not European. 
He also pointed out that there ere European Communist parties with different 
strategies, such as the Portuguese or French Communist parties, and claimed 
that the term “Evrocommuniem" implicitly entails a Evrocentrist approach. 


After noting that, in his judgment, the term aroused suspicions among many 
comrades, the spokesman went on to say that “we, who advocate the unity of the 
left without failing to clarify our identity as Communists, who are neither 
pro- nor anti-Soviet and who feel that the unity of the international communist 
movement must be reforged, believe that the term ‘Eurocormunism’ is of no help 
to us in making political progress." 


For his part, the spokesman of the c mittee minority opposed to striking the 
term "Eurocommunism" recalled that the word means what people understand it to 
mean when they use it. "What the party, what its voters and what the citizens 
of this country understand is that Eurocommunism means the strategy of progress 
towards socialism as defined by the phrases ‘socialism and democracy, ' 
"socialism in freedom’ and ‘revolution of the majority.’ To this spokesman, 
the word "Eurocommunism'’ would mean a national path towards socialism through 
peace, as well as progress towards socialism worldwide. ‘“Eurocommunism also 
means,’ he indicated, “accepting democracy with all of its implications of a 








mltiparty eyetem and respect for freedoms; building @ party of the masses, of 
strugeiec, of government, but in no inetance, regardless of one's suspicions, 
does Buroccommuniem mean 4 policy of eoneessions and of @ lose of clase 
identity.” 


Numerous Amendments to Draft Proposals 


Although thie amendment wae the focue of attention during congress debate on 
the propesale, numerous other amendments, some of them substantial and with 
epecial significance, were approved in relation to the initial texte, Thue, 
for example, throughout discussion of the proposal on the world situation, 

(t wae sugeested that the condemnation of the imperialist system's militariem 
he fepleced by @ longer paragraph etressing wilitarist efforte ae a character= 
ietic of the capitalist method of production and acknowledging the socialist 
countries’ ‘forte on behalf of detente. 


Another eveceseful amendment added 4 paragraph pointing to the confrontation 
between socialist countries and imperialiem ae one of the main manifestations 
of the clase etrugglie on the international level and acknowledging as one of 
the moet important expressions of internationaliem today the solidarity of 
socialist countries with the peoples etruggling for their national liberation 
againet the oppression of imperialiem. The paragraph referring to the major- 
power role occasivaally played by the Soviet Union was aleo stricken from the 
proposal. The next paragraph of the proposal, whose original wording mentioned 
negative factors “such ae militariem, aggressive nationalism, the big-power 
policy and othere that are completely alien to the cause of socialiem,” which 
are at work even in the policy of the countries that are building socialiem, 
was amended to read: "Negative factors are still present in the foreign policy 
of socaaliet countries, such as interdependence, nationalism and others that 
survive a8 @ legacy from the past and that are alien to the cause of socialiem 
and communien,” 


The foreign policy proposal called for the withdrawal of all American bases, 
the removal of wuclear weapons from the Mediterranean and the dismantling of 
‘tacking stations, which the original text called for sovereignty over. 


Analveie of Transition Period 


/ith reepect to the second proposal on the agenda, an analysis of the 
transition period from the dictatorship to democracy, most of the amendments 
passed easily. Among the major amendments were the ones underscoring sel f- 
-riticiem of communist performance during the period, noting the lack of caution 
(© Seserting that the oligarch, was capable of evolving towards democratic 
methods, and the difficulties in developing the rallies that would have prevented 
16 Che judgment of the amendment sponsors) the efforts by Communists from 
sppeatioe basically congressional. Criticiem of the meaning and implementation 
‘ft the Moneloa Pacts was the most important political element in the amendments 

) thie proposal, a6 it was noted that these pacts “reflected the right wing's 
lesice to hold leftiet fercee jointly responsible for the country's economic, 
social and political problems, inasmuch as ideal conditions were not present to 
impoee their objectives.” 

















An amendment wae also approved that took 4 dim view of the Antiterroriet Law 
paseed by Parliament and that expressed the PSUC Congress’ resolve to "firmly 
oppose ite extension,” 


Close to 100 amendments were passed by majority vote in connection with the 
proposal on the national reconstruction of Catalonia, and outetending among them 
wae the categorical “ne” to nuclear power and the uranium mining projects in 

the various districts of Catalonia, 


With regard to the aforementioned proposal on the socialist option, in addition 
to the amendment to etrike the term “Eurocommuniem,” various changes were 
introduced to boleter the wording describing the clase content of the PSUC's 
struggle, 


The votes on the bylaws, which were taken well into the early morning, brought 
some changes to the general trend of resulte. Thus, an amendment to strike 
the deseription of the PSUC ae a. lay party from the bylaws was defeated, and so 
were other proposed amendments to substitute the phrase “socialiem in freedom” 
for “socialist democracy” or to pave the way towards a “federal republic.” 


PSUC Central Committee Resolution 
Madrid MUNDO OSRERO in Spanish 16-22 Jan 6! p 8 


[Text] Last weekend the new Central Committee of the PSUC met to «lect the 
membere of the Executive Committee and the Secretariat. The following 
resolution was passed at this meeting: 


The Central Committee of the PSUC, meeting on 10 and |!) January 1981, has 
approved the following criteria for the makeup and election of the new 
Executive Committee: 


1. The PSUC finds iteelf in an emergency situation stemming from the results of 
the Fifth Congress, with contradictory elements in essential facets of the 
policies approved and with « split in the part. that wae manifested during the 
congress and that threatens to spread through the organization. 


2. The Central Committee feele that the political objectives of the new leader- 
ship boil down to: a) Encouraging political action by the entire party 
organization in all epheres of activity and along the line indicated in the 
program passed at the Fourth Congress and in the policy of the Fifth Congress, 
which expresses our determination to move ahead towards the national reconstruc 
tion of Catalonia and which also expresses the revolution-of-the-ma jority plan, 
joint policies and actions with the PCE and our independence within the 
communiet movement; b) Endorsing the overall political practices that have 
characterized the PSUC as a national and class party for eo many years; c) 
Promoting, pursuant to the resolution passed at the Fifth Congress, an 
in-depth debate throughout the PSUC organization. This debate must probe into 
and clarify the substance »f our policies and will conclude in accordance with 
the democratically expressed will of the party, without renouncing any of the 

















possibilities envisioned in the bylaws. A proposal hae been put forth at thie 
meeting tha, the debate culminate with the calling of @ congress, The Central 
Committee, whieh does not regard the calling of @ congress a@ opportune at thie 
time, feele, nevertheless, that thie option ie always open under the bylawe and 
that, in any case, it must be considered thoroughly and calmly in light of the 
proposale brought up during the course of debate; d) Rebuilding internal unity 
and strengthening the party through political action and debate, heightening 
internal democracy, group efforts and collective agreements. In this regard, 
the party must be determined to renew iteelf, which entails a uniform approach 
in the struggle for the interests of the working clase and the people of 

C talonia, 


}, Within the framework of all these previous decisions, the PSUC Central 

Comittee expreseese ite determination to create the political conditions that 
will enable us to overcome the current emergency situation and to bring back 
comrades Gregorio Lopes Raimundo and Antoni Gutierrez Dias as party leaders. 


4. The Central Committee resolves to hold a debate at an upcoming meeting to 
assess congress preparations end the proceedings and resulte of the Fifth 
Congress, 


5. In conelusion, the Central Committee calle on all members to conduct the 
debate with the utmost conecientiousness and honesty, in a calm atmosphere, 
free from pereonal confrontations, a priori stands, exclusions or labels, with 
the conviction that the debate that is to go hand-in-hand with political 
action must enable us to achieve 4 strong, homogeneous party. 


PSUC Executive Committee 

Rodrigues Rovira, Andreu Claret, Marie Dolores Galvet, Joan Ramos, Cipriano 
Garcia, Xavier Folch, Antoni Lucchetti, Lopes Bulla, Sebastia Vives, Rafael 
Ribo, Vaequee Montalban, Alberto Coromina, Jose Maria Clariana, Jose Salas 
and Guillem Sanchez 


Secretariat: Rodriguez Rovira, Andreu Claret, Antoni Lucchetti, Guillem 
Sanci ce, Rafael Ribo, Jose Maria Clariana and Jose Salas. 


Ed.tor of TREBALL; Andreu Claret 
Editor of NOUS HORIZONTS: Xavier Folch 


PCE Executive Committers Response 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 16-22 Jan 6! p 7 


[PCL Executive Committee response to Fifth PSUC Congress policy changes] 


[Text) The Executive Committee has met to analyze the results and consequences 
of the Fifth PSUC Congress. 











it feele that the congress abandoned the policy that both the PSRUC and the PCE 
have been pursuing so far. Thie enteile @ evrious setback for the statue o- 
Catalen Communiete, with very negative repercussions for Spain and even for 
Lurope 46 @ whole, 


The Executive Committee is aware that this outcome is part of a broader~based 
offensive againet Eurocormuniem, which, based on objective factors (the 
worsening crisis, unemployment, world tension, right-wing revival) and on the 
Mistakes and inadequacies of our efforte, has ae ite goal a return to traditional 
postures that our parties have long since left behind. 


Thie abandonment of the previous policy has been reflected not only in the 
elimination of the term "Eurocommuniem” but aleo in markedly different political 
stances with regard to both international issues, — policy of alliances, analysis 
of the transition and the erisis, and the nature of the party. All of thie 
represents @ retreat by the working clase and other progressive forces that, 

if carried out, would being us powerleseness and isolation in a "ghetto." 


The Executive Committee reaffirms ite determination to vigorously pursue our 
party's Eurocommuniet policy. It feels that with a view towards the 10th 
Congress the basic issue is the defense, development and intensification of 
thie policy, which logically entaile a self-critical analysis of the work done 
since the last congress and coming to grips with the new problems posed to us by 
the crisis, the statue of the autonomies and the need for an § wreasingly 
strong and democratic party that is immersed in the fabric of society. 


The Executive Committee declares that the essential components of what is known 
as Evrocommunist policy, components that the PCE caa never renounce, can be 
summarized in the following points: 


|. Defense of world peace; transcending blocs; detente and disarmeent by 
bringing together all the forces interested in this policy; vigorous oppo- 
sition to Spain's joining NATO. 


2. Internationalist solidarity with all those struggling for socialism and 
national and social liberation ageinst imperialism. 


3. Independence from other States, including socialist States, which entails 
the freedom to criticize stands that we judge not conducive to peace, socialism 
and the independence of other peoples; denunciation of any interference in the 
internal affaires of other parties; reaffirmation of our well-known positions on 
the cases of Czechoslovakia, Afghanistan and Poland. 


4. Struggle for a new unity of the communist international labor movement, while 
respecting the different stands of each party and ruling out in word and in 
deed any notion of a guiding party or State, in a bid to regain commniem's 
international prestige. 


5. Struggle for the unity of Communists and Socialists by overcoming under 
present conditions the consequences of the split during the 1920's, and for 

















the unity of the Luropean left and progressive forces in order to defend peace 
and resolve the crisis in a way that benefite the working masses and our 


peoples, 


6. Socialiem in freedom, political pluraliem, alternatives, democracy; 4 lay 
State, with respect not only for religions but also for philosophies, with 

the active involvement of the citizenry in decision-making; and in thie regard, 
the defense, development and intensfication of political democracy and ite 
extension to the economic and social sphere; recognition and support for social 
movements, combining political activity in representative inetitutions with action 
by the masses, ae guaranteed by the constitution; defense of the national and 
regional righte and freedome of the peoples of Spain. 


7, Foll freedom for theoretical, philosophical and ecientific research and for 
education, 


8. A concept of the revolutionary Marxist party ae a workers and people's party 
that must demonstrate within a pluralist framework ite ability to come up with 
solutions and to cooperate with other worker and progressive forces and, 

hence, ite suitability for guiding the socialist process of transforming 
society. 


These policies clearly entail epecific national and international stands that we 
cannot renounce without vitiating our political program. 


The Executive Committee feels, based on the above points, that the bases for 
cooperation between the PCE and PSUC, as contained in Articles 20 and 42 of 
their respective bylaws, have been shattered by the resoluticns of the Fifth 
PSUC Congress. The committee has decided to support the pos ction upheld by the 
secretary general of the PCE during his meeting on 11 January with the 
president and secretary general of the PSUC and resolves, in accordance with 
the agreement reached at that meeting, to continue talks to study on what 
bases cooperation can be established during this stage. 


The Executive Committee feels that it is up to the members of the PSUC to 
overcome this abnormal situation, and to this end they have the full support of 
the PCE. The committee expresses ite sympathy and solidarity with all those 
who are exerting efforts in their determination to have the PSUC regain its 
personality as a Evrocommunist par... 


PSUC Executive Committee Communique 


Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 30 Jan-5 Feb 8! pp 12-13 





[PSUC Executive Committee statement on results of Fifth PSUC Congress) 


[Text] After having seen the declaration of the PCE Executive Committee on the 
results and consequences of the Fifth PSUC Congress, the Executive Comittee 
of the PSUC has decided to make public the following declaration: 
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|, The Executive Committee of the PovC expresses ite surprise at the PCE's 
categorical assertion that the Fifth PSUC Congress “has abandoned the policy 
that the PSUC and the PCE have pursued eo far," 


The Executive Committee of the PSUC feele that it would be more realistic to 
assert that the F.fth PSUC Congress has created an emergency situation in our 
party, stemming from the approval of contradictory elements in essential facets 
of our policies, ae stated in the Central Committee resolution of 10 and 1! 
January. The congress and, subsequently, the newly elected Central Committee 
have fully endorsed the program for the revolution of the majority, the 
struggle for socialism in democracy and pluraliem, ae well as joint policies 

and actions with the PCE and independence within the communist movement, 


2. The Fxecutive Committee of the PSUC, which shares the eight=point PCE 
declaration defining the political etrategy of Communiete throughout the State, 
feels that at thie time of division within our party, ae revealed during the 
congress, 4 wideranging debate linked to political action is essential so as to 
clarify the contradictory elements that have arisen during the Fifth Congress 
and to bring the party together around the strategy of socialiem in freedom 
and the revolution of the majority. 


In this regard, the Executive Committee of the PSUC feels that the PCE can and 
must contribute fraternally to the development of thie debate. The Executive 
Committee of the PSUC feela that the PCE's proposa’ to continue talks between 
the two parties will enable us to pinpoint the situation in which our party 
finds itself after the Fifth Congress and to reveal to the PCE the line of 
action decided on by the Central and Executive committees of the PSUC, a line 
of action geared towards rebuilding internal unity and creating the political 
conditions that will enable us to overcome the current emergency situation. 


Executive Committee of the PSUC 
13 January 1981 





Ideological Factionalism ir PSUC 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 30 Jan-5 Feb 8! pp 12-13 
[Article by Joan Busquet] 


[Excerpts| Deeply divided and faced with an emergency, the PSUC is looking for 
the keys to regain its lost unity. Feared by some, sought by others and 
considered inevitable by the rest, the possibility of a especial congress seems 
to be gaining ground among the Communist groups thet, surprisingly, have now 
suddenly recovered a good degree of the militancy they lost during the long 
road towards reform. 


PSUC Crisis 


Nothing has been normal in the PSUC since the congress. Neither the policy it 
approved, which, in the realm of principles, shattered a long-time Evrocommunist 








appreach and whieh, moreover, ie full of serious contradictions; nor the 
party's internal workings, nor the enforcement of the bylaws, which even to 
the new secretary general, Pransese Prutos, ought to be shelved for the moment, 


One Policy, Many Policies 


When the congress concluded, the Communist Party members and the public in 
general took note of the formal renunciation of Burocommuniem, What had 
happened seemed clear! the PSUC had taken 4 180 degree turn, More than the 
content of the amendments, what counted was the showiness of the renunciation 
and the implications stemming from it, regardless, in fact, of the language 
approved, Thie explains the suspicions with whieh people have received the 
argument that “nothing hae happened here,” that what happened wae merely 4 
question of semantics, No one believes it. But when the members of the party 
look at the texte, they find contradictions such as being Burocommuniste if 
they go by the program of the Fourth Congress, which the fifth did not alter, 
or the Central Committee report, and not being Burocommniste, at the same 
time, if they go by the proposale, A few daye ago, in @ iank-and-file group 
@ party member was sealously defending the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, 
His position wae consistent with an amendment passed at the congress that 
atated that the confrontation between the bloce is a “primary sphere of the 
class etruggle" today, There is no way to explain why the text immediately 
thereafter contains an explicit condemmation of the move into Afghanistan. 
Pere Ardiaca himeel{ resorted to the approved proposals to justify the inter- 
vention in statements to EL CORREO CATALAN, which seriously upset the newly 
unveiled Executive Committee. 


The confusion is striking when one sees, at one and the same time, the proposal 
for unity on the left and among the forces of progress and the revival of 
volatile factions that seemed to have been banished once and for all. The 
same sort of confusion is caused when we find out that just a few hours after 
renouncing Burocommuniem, the PSUC reaffirmed in ite bylaws ite formal commit- 
ment to “reach agreements with the PCE to uphold the same principles and the 
same general political line.” And then there is the contradiction between the 
repeated determination to make the PSUC @ party of the masses and the serious 
restrictions introduced here and there on accomplishing this goal. 


To many people, the congress proposals were already models of ambiguity. Some 
pointe were a true mishmash of conflicting ideas in a bid for a synthesis that 
wae as showy ae it was futile, as the congress debate and its outcome would 
eventually reveal. But ' ‘ge are worse now; the contradictions are so 
obvious that in @ general « imate of political regression and a return to the 
old trenches, one does not really know where one stands and, as in the famous 
discussion, feels inexorably driven towards the debate on the sex of the PSUC. 


The Central Committee will have to introduce some degree of rationality into 
thie ideological and political jumble to make the internal debate more 
business-like. It would seem unlikely that there will be too many problems in 
thie regard. Doubtlessly more controversial will be the discussion of the 
methods for analyzing the congress preparations that the Central Committee has 
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to preeent to the party, although moet of ite members (both the factione on the 
Ewecutive Committe: right now and the most consistently Burocommaist factions) 
are surely going (o highlight the traps that some members of the previous 
leadership (references to the Secretariat of Organization are beginning to get 
noisy) either encouraged or concealed, ae the case may be, and that seriously 
restricted the course of the congress. 


The Ground Rules 


In line with thie consideration, the Central Committee will ultimately have to 
set the ground rules for the internal debate. It ia in thie ephere that 
differences could be the sharpest, At the recent meeting there wae alresdy 
serious opposition, eventually overcome, to the view that the PSUC was in 4n 
emergency situation that could be surmounted only by "creating the political 
conditions that would enable Gregorio Lopez Raimundo and Antoni Gutierrez Diaz 
to return” and to leaving the door open, ae was done, to the staging of «a 
special congress to help bring about these two conditions. But the problem now 
is to decide precisely how and according to what timetable it will be held. In 
other words, whether the bylaws are or are not going to be enforced in 
accordance with the emergency nature of the situation; whether the need for 
unified political action ia going to serve ae an alibi for hard-line factionaliem 
or, on the contrary, is going to be compatible with flexibility in the forms and 
with fairness and proportion in the methods of debate; and also whether it 

will be the Executive Committee or, as up to now, the Central Committee that 
takes responsibility for the process or, on another level, for how and when 
thie state of emergency, as it were, into which the Fifth Congress has gotten 
the PSUC is go‘ng to end; in other words, whether or not there will be a 
special congress and whether it will be held before or after the 10th PCE 


Congress. 


Such a proposal, which was initially backed only by the etaunchest Euro- 
communist factions, has gained a great deal of support in just a few days, 
including that of many members of the current Executive Committee. As far 

ae most of the people in the previous leadersh p are concerned, it is the only 
chance for rebuilding party unity on Peroccommunist bases and the only way to 
bring back Lopez Raimundo, Gutierrez Diese, Sole Tura, Borja, etc. To the 
supporters of one of the leading membere of the current PSUC Executive 
Committee, it is inevitable, to say the least. We have even seen the quaint but 
not all that illogical case of « faction that has demanded that a congress be 
urgently convened to bring the leadership .n line with the proposals approved 
during the eventful 6 days in January that changed the course of the PSUC... 


Some 20 regional or local committees have so far come out expressly in favor of 
a congress. More than a hundred mayors and councilmen have also done so in a 
joint document, and they were joined a few days ago by 50 more. Meeting at a 
cooperative in the Poble Nou district of Barcelona, 140 labor leaders, most of 
them union repiesentatives in major businesses in the industrial belt, also 
expressed the same view in a public manifesto that could have serious 
repercussions. The "Poble Nou Manifesto" has headed off the deliberate move 

to identify the PSUC labor rank-and-file with pro-Soviet stands and to place 














hurocommuniam in the category of sheer Social Democract reformiem, a formal 
illustration of the confusion that many people, both inside and outside the 
PSUC, seem bent on promoting. 


The meetings of worker cadres, as well ae other similar moves, have prompted some 
degree of nervousness in the upper echelons of the PSUC. The fact ie that they 
would have been unthinkable just a few weeks ago and can be explained today 
only in light of the emergency situat’on, There is, however, a common element 
to all these energency initiatives: an almost urgent invitation to work 
actively among the groups, to build up there, among the party rank-and-file, 
district by district and company by company, the necessary strength so that 

4 potential salvaging of Eucocommuniem means more to the PSUC than a Pyrrhic 
victory over an almost reverential fear of words. 


PSUC Congress Regional Repercussions 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 23-29 Jan 81 p 8 


(Text) Both the PSUC Congress and the communique of the PCE Executive Committee 
on ite resulce are the object of discussion in the various party organizations. 
The delays in deciding on the definitive wording of the approved amendments 
(which were apparently misplaced by the president of the Fifth Congress, thus 
necessitating a transcriptior of the tape recordings) have prevented us from 
presenting a detailed study of them in this issue, though we hope to be able 

to do so by next week. Ou: editorial office has so far received resolutions 
from the Communist parties of Galicia, Andalusia and Asturias (excerpts below) 
that voice a continuing defense uf ECurocomaunist policy. 


Andalusia: Eurocommunism, the Backbone of the Ninth Congress 


Meeting in Seville on 17 and 18 January, the plenum of the Central Committee 
of the PCA [Communist Party of Andalusia) unanimously passed the following 
resolution: 


1. The Central Committee of the PCA reendorses the Ninth PCE Congress’ political 
line that Eurocommunism is its backbone. 


2. In this regard, the Central Committee of the PCA supports the resolution 
of the PCE Executive Committee on the Fifth PSUC Congress and expresses its 
confidence that the debate begun throughout the PSUC by its leadership bodies 
will eventually succeed in surmounting the situation that has arisen. 


3. The Central Committee of the PCA expresses its determination to pursue and 
intensify Evrocommunist policy in connection with the specific situation in 
Andalusia. In this regard, the Second Congress of the PCA must make major 
progress in developing options consistent with an Andalusian political, 
economic, social and cultural program from a position of revolutionary and 
class progress. 

















4, The PCA Central Committee calls on the entire party to see to it that the 
10th PCE Congress. far from lapsing into falee tradeoffs, takes up the serious 
problems that today plague wideranging segmente of Spanish society, such as: 
the economic crisis, unemployment, the worsening international situation, the 
status of the autonomies, and the consolidation and intensification of 
democracy in the move towards socialiem in freedom, as well as developing the 
kind of methode and organizational structure to meet the challenge before us 
today. 


Galicia: Evrocommunist Strategy Reaffirmed 


The Communist Party of Galicia reaffirms its Evrocommunist strategy and ite 
natural status as a Galician national party. 


As we resolved at the Third Congress and at the Second National Conference, we 
Galician Communists feel that the concepts of socialiem and democracy are 
inseparable. 


The socialist model that we advocate is socialism in freedom, not the model that 
exists at present. Consequently, we denounced Soviet intervention in Czech- 
slovokia at the time and take a positive view of the changes taking place today 
in Poland. 


We feel that every Communist party, and specifically the PCE, must remain 
absolutely independent from any international center of leadership... 


In this regard, we wish to express our concern over and disagreement with the 
abandonment of the term "Eurocommunism" by the Catalan Communists, as well as 
other resolutions of the Fifth Congress of the PSUC, the Catalan national 
party, which blur, if not deny, the Eurocommunist identity of our nation's 
Communists as a whole. 


We trust that the PSUC will find, within the framework of its organizational 
independence and its own bylaws, ways to return to a fully Eurocommunist policy, 
to its traditional policies, to benefit the interests of the Catalan and 
Spanish working class and to aid the struggles for the reconstruction of the 
oppressed nations in the Spanish State. 


Asturias Supports PCE Executive Committee 


The Executive Committee of the Communist Party of Asturias has issued a 
communique, approved at the preparatory meeting of the Central Committee, 
which asserts the following: 


We feel that because of the significant developments at the Fifth PSUC 
Congress, we are obliged to take more explicit stands regarding the key 
elements of the 10th PCE Congress. In this regard, the Executive Committee of 
the Communist Party of Asturias believes that the 1!0th Congress must focus on 
reaffirming and developing Euroconmmunism by upholding and enriching its basic 
substance. 
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The communique was unanimously approved by the plenum of the Central Committee 
ef the Communist Party of Asturias, which aleo declared "its full support for 
the declaration of the Executive Committee of the PCE on the Fifth PSuUc 
Congress," 


Carrillo PSUC Congress Address 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 20-26 Mar 8! pp 5-7 


[Statements by PCE Secretary General Santiago Carrillo to PSUC meeting in 
Barcelona on 14 March 1981) 


[Text] A meeting organized by the PSUC to honor Communist deputies after the 
coup d'etat was held last Saturday in Barcelona in a jam-packed Sports Palace. 
Speaking at the event, which was presided over by Pere Ardiaca, were Gregorio 
Lopez Raimundo, Paco Frutos and Sentiago Carrillo, The en masse distribution at 
the doors of the article in the Soviet magazine NEW TIMES on the PCE delegation's 
visit to China foreshadowed some uneasiness, to say the least, among a minority 
of the audience. This was confirmed when throughout the event a minority 
faction reacted to the PCE secretary general's mentions of the party's 
independence from both bloce and his denial that Spain's freedom could be 
salvaged today by Warsaw Pact tanks. A reminder of the PCE's denunciation of 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, a call for the defense of the Spanish 

flag against its manipulation by the far right, and the mention of Euro- 
communism also triggered minority reactions, which were, however, eventually 
drowned out by applause. 


The PCE secretary general began his speech, amid applause, by highlighting the 
significance of the event as an expression of the determination to defend in 
every possible way the freedom of Spain and of each one of the peoples that 
make it up. The workers are the ones primarily interested in defending this 
freedom, he pointed out, because they cannot simply go home and write a book 
about England in the event that a coup were successful, as a right-wing 

leader recently stated. "When we defend this freedom, we are defending vital 
interests of the class that we represent." 


Santiago Carrillo denied the statements attributed to him that the PCE plans 
to propose reforms in connection with home rule policy. "The strongest 
guarantee that democracy will have in this country will be the day when there 
is truly a State of autonomies in Spain, the day when if someone takes over 
the Madrid government and kidnaps the deputies, there are 16 governments and 
16 parliaments that will take up the defense of freedom in their own hands and 
rescue it." 


After emphasizing the exemplary nature of Catalonia's home rule (recalling that 
as far back as the 1|6th century the Spanish monarchs spoke of the Catalan 
nation), the Cousmunist leader explained why home rule neither breaks up nor 
dismembers the State but is, rather, a method of organizing the State while 
shattering its traditional administrative and political centralism. "To 
eliminate pretexts, we have to place the Spanish flag beside the flags of each 
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nationality and region, which are noble and symbolize the sentiments of our 
peoples." Some people in the audience expressed their disagreement with his 
assertion at thie point, but Santiago Carrillo's ensuing words were greeted 
with thunderous applause: "If we leave the Spanish flag in the hands of the 
far right, that flag will become a weapon against freedom, against the 
consitution, against the working class of this country's peoples." 


He stated that in the wake of the attempted coup the first thing that has to be 
done is to punish "with the full weight of the law" those who took part in it, 
as well as those who have tried to justify it in the press or by invoking 
parliamentary immunity. 


After mentioning the importance of democratizing State machinery inherited from 
the previous regime, he underscored the provocations of terrorism and its 
responsibility for the climate that made possible the attempted coup d'etat. 
"Either we do away with terroriem or terrorism could do away with democracy 

and freedom." 


He then explained how the current UCD-dominated government is prolonging the 
power vacuum that created conditions conducive to the coup d'etat on the 23rd. 
A government with a broad parliamentary and national base, in which the working 
class is represented by the PSOE in a joint program with the PCE, among other 
forces, is the only way to come to grips with unemployment, to form a strong 
government. Santiago Carrillo explained why the PCE supports the PSUC 
initiative for a government of democratic unity in Catalonia, which is 
different from the PCE's on the national level because of the difference in the 
vote percentage. He denied that opposition to this broad-based government in 
Spain is coming from military sectors, attributing such opposition to the 

CEOE, Jobs Promotion of Catalonia, financial circles and, ultimately, 

American imperialism. 


While the nation moves towards a government like this, Santiago Carrillo 
reaffirmed the PCE willingness to work on a series of national problems, first 
through a program of national solidarity against unemployment, as well as 

an efiective battle against terrorism and a program to further home rule. He 
stressed the importance to the workers of defending freedom, which mst be a 
principle, not just a tactic, and without which there can be no progress 
towards socialism. 


He rejected the idea that in the wake of the coup the left, and specifically 
the PCE, ought to backtrack in its bid to modernize Spanish society, and he 
reaffirmed the party's support for divorce, the LAU and a policy of neutrality 
that entails clear-cut opposition to Spain's membership in NATO. The applause, 
which had been unanimous, was interrupted at this point by some people in the 
audience when Santiago Carrillo asserted: "Let no one think that tanks from 
the other bloc are going to come and defend Spain's freedom."' The PCE 
secretary general got unanimous support again, however, when he hammered home 
the point, saying: "We, the peoples of Spain, must defend Spain's freedom; no 
one is going to do it for us.” 
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Mention of the "Eurocommunist policy of the PCE" then triggered a fresh 
reaction from some in the audience, a reaction that Santiago Carrillo answered 
by saying: "Comrades, the PSUC hae invited me to oucline the PCE's policies 
here, and if Colonel Tejero wasn't able to get me to hit the floor, no one 

is going to keep me from talking here." Applause drowned out the protests 
amid chants of "PSUC, PSUC." Santiago Carrillo rejected the gut-level 
emotionalism within the party. "If we are incapable of listening to each 
other and discussing things respectfully, it is going to be very hard for all 
of us to continue in the same party." 


He recalled that no Western European Communist Party today advocates armed 
rebellion and that all of them speak of a democratic path. The difference 
between the Eurocommunist parties and the PCE is that the latter esteems its 
independence highly and condemns China's invasion of Vietnam and the Soviet 
Union's invasion of Afghanistan, which gives it the moral a thority to denoun e 
Reagan's meddling in El Salvador and his threats against Nicaragua or Cuba. 


Santiago Carrillo concluded by stressing the need for party unity around 

just policies. "A united party of comrades, not a divided party of factions 
and cliques, is what enables us to defend the constitution and freedom." The 
secretary general of the PCE ended his address with thunderously echoed shouts 
of Long Live Catalonia, Long Live Spain and Long Live Freedom. 
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BASQUE COMMUNIST PARTY ISSUES, PCE RELATIONSHIP 

PCE-EPK Congress Background 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 23-29 Jan 8! pp 8-9 
[Article by Roberto Lertxundi) 


[Excerpts] On 23, 24 and 25 January, 433 of us delegates, chosen in a ratio 
of 1 to each 15 members of the PCE [Spanish Communist Party)-EPK [Basque 
Communist Party!, are going to hold our Fourth Congress at Lejona University. 


This party was formed in 1935 in a bar in the San Francisco district of Bilbao; 
it was based on the Basque-Navarre Federation of the PCE, and its objective was 
to develop an instrument responsive to the realities of the Basque Country. 


It was not until 1974, after a lengthy gap of almost 40 years, that we held 
our Second Congress, in the underground. This was not, however, a time of 
inactivity for Basque Communists, who spent more years in jail and in exile 
than in the streetr. 


The Third Congress was held in 1977, after the party was legalized and after 
the 15 June elections. 





Basque Communist ongress Proceedings 
Macdvic MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 30 Jan-5 Feb 81 p 9 


[Excerpts] The defense of Euvrocommunism and of its development and an emphasis 
on Basque Country issues were the dominant characteristics of the Fourth PCE-EPK 
Congress last weekend at Lejona University in Bilbao. Leading up to the 

congress was a lengthy period of discussions, marked by occasional confrontations, 
that enabled the outgoing Central Committee to submit a political ceport 
(markedly self-critical in some respects) that almost all of the delegates 
received, in fact, with relief, as they considered it a noteworthy attempt to 
reconcile varying positions. 


Quick Discussion of Proposals 


When discussion began on the proposals, a great many amendments were submitted, 
most of them containing details to be added. This was not, however, the case 
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with the amendment that was paseed by @ majority of the Committee on Proposal 2 
(The Situation in Spain) and that wae harshly critical of the policy of 
alliances that the party hae pursued during the transition period, especially 
the Mencloa Pacte, The amendment was defeated at the full session, albeit by 
4 narrow margin, 


Home degree of expectation wae also aroused by the approval of an amendment to 
the eighth propesal (The Communiet Party of the Basque Country), which added 
the following paragraph to ite second section: “Incorporating federal elemente 
of moving towarde @ federal party with regard to ite organisation is an issue 
thet ought to be open to discussion and that all Communists in the State ought 
to actively tavelved with, eo that ae 4 group and without traumas we can 
select the kind of organisation and relations that beet guarantee the real 
autonomy of the Communist parties in the State, ae well ae the necessary 
effectiveness of the influence and common struggle of the PCE ae a whole.” 


Ae the congrese wae drawing to @ close, with the votee for the new Central 
Committee yet to be taken (these elections were based on the reassuring liet 
that the vandidaciee Committee submitted unenimouely of 49 of the 65 membere 
who were to make up the Central Committee), most of the delegates in attendance 
agreed that the way had been paved for removing the obstacles to PCE-EPK 
action and that @ major contribution had been made to the 10th PCE Congress. 


EPK Central Committee Report 
Madrid MUNDO OBRE 0 in Spanish 30 Jan<5 Feb 6! pp i0-1) 


[Excerpts] After establishing the characteristics of the political, social and 
economic framework in which the congrese was being staged (heightened world 
tensions, crisie of the growth model, rising unemployment, inflation, the 
political and ideological offensive by the right, lack of unity among left-wing 
forces, etc), the report of the outgoing Central Committee, presented by 
Roberto Lertxundi, asserted: 





“Lt beare mentioning thet an uncritical acceptance of these situations could 
iead, in practice, to the abandoament of our Eurocommuniset strategy, the 
revolution of the majority, the march towards socialiem in freedom, 
independence. 


"Therefore, aware of thie situation and of the significance of the aforementioned 
developments, we must reaffirm Burocommuniem a6 the party's strategy both as 

a general principle and in connection with @ political response to the current 
situation. We quest learn in a self-critical m mer from the mistakes we have 
made and from the inadequacies of our analysis of objective conditions. We 

muet boleter the validity of our etrategy's democratic, participatory and 
freedom=fighting substance and develop guidelines for action that are in 

keep oe with progress \owards revoiutionary changes spearheaded by the working 
clase and all grase roots segmeats, as stated in the PCE Executive Committee's 
recent declaration.” 
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Markedly SHelfe-Critical Assesement 


The political activities pursued sinee the party's previous congress were 
analyzed in 4 markedly self-critical tone: 


"The party's policy hae had serious shortcomings in the Basque Country, In 
practice, it hae dealt abstractly with the major differences that marked the 
situation in the Basque Country during the transition, and as the Central 
Committee document submitted to the party for debate prior to the | March 1979 
elections pointed out, it hase given the impression that the PCE-EPK hae been 
involved in spheres of power in an area, the Basque Country, which during 

this period has largely drifted away from the State's overall democratic 
process, The PCE-EPK hee made mistakes, not only because it has been unable 
to adequately explain the policies that we were pursuing, but aleo because it 
dealt unilaterally with certain probleme that were particularly acute in the 
Basque Country, for example, in relation to public order policy and in connection 
with a policy of alliances when the balance of power in the Basque Country 
(including the strength of the party iteelf) wae clearly different then in the 
State ase a whole.” 


Amnesty To Begin a New Stage 


With regard to terroriem, after noting the gaine made in stemming violence, 
eepecially in the wake of the mase rallies, which were initiated almost 
single-handedly by the Communists, they reaffirmed their refusal to negotiace 
with ETA [Basque Patherland and Liberty], although they did qualify thie somewhat. 


The same self-critical tone characterized the analysis of the operations of 
the party's various leadership bodies, especially the outgoing Executive 
Comma (tee: 


“Over the last year (since the Basque parliamentary elections), the Executive 
Committee has encountered serious difficulties in ite work, stemming from 
differing viewpoints in relation to certain facete of political activity and 
the role of the PCE-EPK, which have on occasion prevented it from carrying out 
the prescribed orders of the day and from taking @ political stand on thie or 
that probles.” 


This self-criticiem led to the following conclusions: 


"From our enalysie of these experiences we can infer the need to have 4 more 
effective and operational Executive Couwsittee that can meet on practically a 
weekly basis to conduct the policies that the Central Committee formlates 
and to tackle short-term problems. 


"This deman’s a emaller committee that has clearly uniform views about the 
party and the policies developed by the congress and that is unified enough 
to carry them out. 


“Thies is the basic issue with regerd to the functions and makeup of the 
Executive Committee; the degree of representativeness attributed to the Central 
committee is of much less importance.” 
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Political Objectives 


The core of politics in the Basque Country ie the struggle for our people's 
national consolidation, Based on thie conclusion, the report focused in on 
the following iumediate political objectives: 


"Thie ie the Basque left's great wager! to gradually create, starting with the 
current situation of collective weakness, the conditions to vie for hegemony 
in the national etruggle. Any possibility for revolutionary change in our 
society hinges on thie objective, Likewise, it is on the basie of thie 
strategic objective that present-day probleme and responses to them must be 
analysed... 


"Thie ie obviously linked to the etrategy of Left-wing unity set forth in the 
proposals A strategy of unity, not just a policy of alliances, 4 strategy 
that ie responsive to the objective needs of the Basque left and that becomes 
a basic element to the extent that it epelle out everyday political tactics 
and actions. 


"Vying for hegemony in the national struggle and developing a etrategy of 
Basque leftiet unity are the two goale on our political horizon that 
specifically dictate the activities of the PCE-EPK. 


"These policies must be pursued realistically, however, and any objective 
analysis of conditions in the Basque Country today telle ue that these great 
goale cannot be attained in the short run, are not around the corner. The 
point, therefore, ie that ‘the political actions we undertake must facilitate 
the development of the conditions that point in that direction. '" 


In conclusion, the report refers to the changes needed in the PCE-EPK and 
says: 


“Ae the proposals point out, 4 strategy for left-wing unity also entails the 
goal of overhauling the current organizational situation among Basque leftist 
forces. The PCE-EPK, both on the general level of the new political grouping 
(which is 4 proposal addressed to all the democratic forces that want socialism) 
and in seeking 4 Communist Party of the masses (which is a proposal that we 
direct, aware of the difficulties involved, to the Basque Left in particular), 
expresses ite determination to strive for the conditions that will enabie us 

to achieve these goals.” 





The PCE-EPK Today 


According to the latest data from the Secretariat of Organization, the PCE-EPK 
had 5,610 membere at the time ite Fourth Congress was being held (3,553 in 
Viecaya, 1,344 in Guipuzcoa, 445 in Navarre and 268 in Alava). This represents 
@ 8ix percent decline from the figures in August 1979. 
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There are 98 groupe (50 in Viseaya, 26 in Navarre, 18 in Guipuscoa and 4 in 
Alava) and 56 party locale (36 in Viseaya, 14 in Guipuseoa, 4 in Navarre and 
2 in Aleve), 


An average of 79 percent of the party's members pay dues. 


The party publishes 3,000 copies of ite weekly paper HEMENDIK, although the 
people in charge say that “we don't know how many are read and disseminated," 
and 2,000 copies of ite semimonthly HEMEN ETA ORAIN (under the same conditions); 
2,200 copies of MUNDO OBRERO are aleo sold weekly. 


The party hae two mayors (Leseun and Moreda), 65 councilmen (32 in Vizcaya, 

9 in Guipuseoa, 2 ip Alava and 22 in Navarre), 3 representatives on the General 
Boarde of Viecaya and a deputy in the Basque Parliament (Roberto Lertxundi, 
until thie congress; he will be replaced so that he can devote himself entirely 
to work in the party). 


EPK Reaffirmation of Eurocommuniem 
Madrid NUESTRA BANDERA in Spanish Feb 6) pp 35-37 
[Article by Roberto Lertxundi: "The Fourth PCE-EPK Congress and Eurocommuni sm") 
[Excerpte) A Self-Critical Congress of Renewal 


With the modesty that properly should characterize it, the Fourth Congress of 
the $$ -=PK has attempted to undertake these important tasks. It has worked 
0 ee issues and focused ite political analyses on these questions. 


it wae a markedly self-critical congress (it could not be otherwise in a 
country in which the left has steadily lost ground both in relation to other 
periods of history and in reiation to the very outset of the transition) and 
thoroughly geared towards a renewal, in the conviction that policies and the 
methods of pursuing them have to change and adapt to the realities and demands 
of our people. 





These two basic traite, self-criticiem and renewal, lent thoroughgoing 
consistency to the congress’ discussions, which were often heated, and reso- 
lutions. 


On these foundations, the Eurocommunist strategy (which is our policy, our 
overall program, not the property of this or that faction) has achieved total 
validity as a permanent stimulus for moving forward (in our country, to stand 
etill is to regress), with an indispensable belief in the objectives of 
socialiem in freedom and the democratic transformation of society with the 
support and leadership of the majority. 
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The Eurocommuniet Party 


We Basque Communiate have attempted to reaffirm Eurocommniem, which in my 
opinion requires ite political reformulation (the way in which we pursue our 
activities, in view of the changes that are obviously taking place at present 

in our country if we bear in mind the situation 6 or 7 years ago when the 
Eurocommunist strategy began taking consistent shape), by incorporating it 

into our concept of the party and by pointing out that the party ae an 
organization muet be Euroconmunist aleo. There is a great deal of progress 

to be made in this regard, because we will unquestionably be torced to overcome 
the inertia of a powerful tradition that has made Communist parties the ultimate 
objective of their own activities, 


Therefore, we must salvage the concept and nature of the party ee an 
“inetrument," a concept that will lead us to establish solid linke with 
democratic and revolutionary social movements and that lends full meaning to 
the strategy of left-wing unity and to our proposal of a "new political 
grouping" that goes far beyond the short-term bounds of a policy of alliances. 
If, on the contrary, all of this does not move forward in thie direction, the 
proposed revolution of the majority could become devoid of substance. 


These necessary but not original initiatives that the Fourth PCE-EPK Congress 
has put forth, along with the political proposals that conditions in the 
Basque Country demand, are cc.anected with the democratization and renewal of 
the PCE, which have not been sufficiently addressed. 


The workings of leadership bodies (self-critically analyzed by the congress); 
the ability of minorities and all affiliates and members to express themselves; 
the push for decentralization with a parallel increase in the capabilities and 
initiative of local and company organizations; the need to organize the 
professional and intellectual sectors; links between the leadership and the 
party as a whole, by establishing the indispensable channels of communication 
and consultation; the proposal that the federalization of the PCE not be a 
closed issue (we feel that this is essential in order to properly meet the 
demands of Spanish society, which has undergone profound changes), are also 
issues that have meant an affirmation, development and intensification of 
Furocommuniem by the party. 


Political strategy and the methods of executing it must, of course, be 
completely consistent. When we are able to place things in this dimension, 
Evurocommunism is totally consistent, capable of arousing support and 
enthusiasm and is the only strategy that can open up prospects for change, 
for an in-depth transformation of society. 


The PCE-EPK has tried to take this approach.it has also focused on the need to 
begin and develop a strategy of left-wing unity, with all ite consequences, 
both in the political and organizational spheres, in the clear realization 
that one of the main ways to strengthen the party, in the Basque Country at 
least, is to pave the way for its transformation. 
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Therefore, now that our views coincide with those of Spanish Communists ae 

a whole and now that the Fourth Congress hae served as a vehicle for 
discuseing the thinge that concern ue all, we have made a contribution to the 
preparations for the 10th PCE Congress, which ie very important to ue all in 
discussing and reaching decisions, as a group, on our policies and activities, 
Thie congress will seek to strengthen the party through proposals for 
heightened efforte and for change. As people have commented at our congress, 
we will have to succeed in being up to the task of "strengthening ourselves in 
order to change and of changing in order to be strong." 
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